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message from the 

Head of 
School

What’s Inside...

On September 30,  
we honoured the first 
National Day for Truth 

and Reconciliation. We honoured 
especially the lost children and 
survivors of residential schools, 
their families and communities 
because these schools affected 
everyone.

The orange shirt is an Indigenous-
led grass roots commemoration 
that honours those children who 
survived Residential Schools and 
those who did not. The “Orange 
Shirt” refers to the new shirt that 
a six-year-old little girl named 
Phyllis Webstad was given by her 
grandmother for her first day 
at school. When Phyllis got to 
school, they took away her clothes 
including her new shirt and she 
never got it back. The orange shirt 
symbolizes the way the children 
were stripped of their families, 
culture, freedom and self-esteem. 
There were 140 federally regulated 
Residential Schools and the last 

one closed just 23 years ago. This 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
asks us to remember but also to 
learn about the rich and diverse 
culture, voices and experiences of 
our Indigenous People.

The National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation asks us also to 
continue to seek the truth by 
taking an active role in our 
learning and understanding and 
to make sure the tragic history and 
ongoing legacy is never forgotten.

As a school, we honoured this day 
in all three divisions in an age-
appropriate manners. Ask your 
child about what they learned.

Our journey starts today.

We hope you enjoy reading the fifth edition of 
Bayview Glen's annual magazine Viewpoint,  
featuring some of our remarkable alumni 
accomplishments, exciting school news and  
alumni reunion class notes. 

The printed magazine was mailed home in 
September and is also available to view online at:

bayviewglen.ca/publications

Fifth Edition of Bayview Glen Magazine Viewpoint
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Dr. Sophie Grigoriadis 
Anxiety and Mental Health 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Online via Microsoft Teams

Dr. Grigoriadis is a psychiatrist at Sunnybrook 
Health Sciences Centre, an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Psychiatry, at the University of Toronto 
and a clinician scientist in the Sunnybrook Research 
Institute. She is an expert in Mood and Anxiety 
Disorders and Head of the Women's Mood and  
Anxiety Disorders Clinic: Reproductive Transitions. 

Parent Association

This is a complimentary event for all members of the Bayview Glen community.

Bayview Glen is proud to host leading industry experts to discuss topics 
that are timely and relevant to our school community, supported by the 
Bayview Glen Parent Association.

On the cover:  
Grade 5 student Kayla enjoying  
the Lower School New Student 
Orientation, September 2021

To learn more about Dr. Grigoriadis and for online registration, 
please visit: bayviewglen.ca/speakerseries

Sincerely,

Eileen Daunt 
Head of School
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fundannual For everything you do to strengthen  
our teaching, learning and community: 
we thank you.

By: Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement

Bayview Glen is a registered charity (#131097453RR0001) and will provide a tax receipt for your donation.

Donate Online: bayviewglen.ca/donate 
Email: cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 

Direct Line: 416.386.6626

News from
Advancement

•Visit us online: bayviewglen.ca   •Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/bayviewglen
•Follow us on Twitter: @bayviewglen   •Follow us on Instagram: @bayviewglen_torontoConnect

message from the 

Board of Directors
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It was a busy and productive time this past summer and into 
the start of the school year for the Facilities project team at 
Bayview Glen. I want to take this opportunity on behalf of 

the Facilities Committee of the board to provide you with an 
update on what’s been happening on site at the Lower School. 

Completing the foundation work of the Lower School building 
for long term stability in the north-west corner has been the 
project team’s primary focus over the past several months. The 
school’s general contractor, architect, engineers and project 
manager have risen to the challenge of working with poor 
soil conditions. You may pass by on Duncan Mill Road and  
wonder if what you’re seeing puts us any closer to enhancing 
the school’s facilities! But in fact, the work that has taken place 
does exactly that – only below ground. I hope this short write-
up makes our progress less of a mystery to the Bayview Glen 
community! 

The approved project plans will eventually place a beautiful 
staircase on the north-west corner of the Lower School 
building. However the existing building supports are not 
adequate for our planned expansion, and this has resulted 
in additional work and ground floor design changes. The 
groundwork and levelling of the north-west corner are  
expected to be completed before end of this calendar year. 

Other facilities sub-projects happening behind the scenes 
include a new elevator that is being installed for the Lower 
School, and the commissioning of a new roof for the building. 
The building permit for the west addition has also been 
received from the City of Toronto, so once the groundwork for 
the north-west corner has been substantially completed, we 
can expect to soon see excavation commence for the indoor 
pool that will be the first floor of our much anticipated new 
athletic facility.

As the work progresses above ground, 2022 will bring many 
exciting and more visible changes to the Lower School 
footprint. Although progress has been slower than hoped with 
all the underground hurdles we have faced, Bayview Glen is 
lucky to have a dedicated team of experts involved and we 
are happy to report that we continue to make steady progress. 
When our new athletic facility is being enjoyed by students 
and staff, and the presence of our Lower School campus 
matches the phenomenal school we are on the inside, we will 
one day look back and be proud of how far we have come, 
as well as how effectively and resiliently we dealt with the 
challenges along the way.

Fazila Nurani 
Chair, Facilities Committee 
boardchair@bayviewglen.ca

Facilities Project Progress Update
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New Bayview Glen Athletic Complex and Lower School artist renderings

There are many ways to join in our efforts:

Head’s Discretionary Fund
Your annual fund donation will be directed to our school’s areas 
of greatest need including upgrading classroom equipment, 
enhancing technology, professional development and 
responding to emerging needs throughout the school year. 

Capital Improvements
Your gift is invested in our campus facilities to better support 
excellence in learning. Renovations to our Lower School and 
our new Athletic Complex are only possible with the support of 
our families. Unique naming opportunities are available for gifts 
over $10,000.

Name a Star in the new Athletic Complex
Choose an 8" Star ($2,500), 10" Star ($5,000),  
12" Star ($7,500) or 14" Star ($10,000). 

To discuss giving options, please contact me directly at  
cruscica@bayviewglen.ca or 416.386.6626.

The Advancement Office is involved with Philanthropy, 
Alumni Relations and Archives at the school. Our team 
members work with school leadership, parents, students, 

faculty, staff, volunteers and alumni to collaborate with those 
in our community who believe in the power of investing in 
education. Our goal is to help deliver on a collective sense of 
purpose: to provide our students with an excellent education 
that develops the whole child. 

Great schools leave behind legacies that positively impact 
their people and communities. While tuition and fees cover 
our basic operating costs, philanthropy inspires our vision 
for tomorrow and donations are critical to the programme 
enhancements and capital improvements that make  
Bayview Glen an exceptional experience for every student. 

In support of our vision, the Advancement Office is nurturing 
a culture of philanthropy to raise funds toward enhancing the 
learning experience for our students and collaborate with our 
community who believe in the power of investing in education. 
Our efforts to empower our students to achieve their fullest 
potential and realize the school’s highest aspirations are in 
partnership with a community willing to support them. 

Lianne Bastien and Margo Jeschke (BVGPA President and Vice President) presenting their second payment 
to Mrs. Daunt (left) and Carol Anne Ruscica (right) to fulfill their $1 million pledge towards "The Parent 
Association Centre for Healthy Active Living" in the new Athletic Complex



October 2021    bayviewglen.ca 76

Preschool and Lower School (BG2 to Grade 5)
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Borrowing from an idea often attributed to sports, 
the Preschool and Lower School have worked to 
create a school-wide home court advantage! 

Thus, through September, each student in the  
Lower School has identified five positive traits and skills 
they will bring to their classroom. Every student has 
then traced their hand and listed these positive traits 
in each of the five fingers on the classroom's Home 
Court Advantage poster. Each poster is placed in a very 
visible space for all students and the class to see. The 
thinking being, at all times students will be able to see 
the collective positive attributes of the class.

A home court advantage is founded on the scientific 
knowledge that many micro-positive interactions have 
a big impact on human development and the brain. 

As is stated at the ‘Centre for Relationship Based 
Education’:

“We are born with 100 billion neurons—poised for 
connection. As we encounter caring and responsive 
relationships, our brain’s network is wired together. Our 
relationships powerfully shape who we are and who we 
will become. Through constant interaction with others, 
we develop our intellectual capacity, our social and 
emotional abilities, and our overall sense of well-being. 
The brain’s architecture is built through relationships 
and the brain never stops developing.”

As we enter into October, Bayview Glen’s Lower School 
and Preschool want our students’ constant interactions 
with each other to be the type that have each child’s 
neurons developing in the right direction and the home 
court advantage initiative is to help ensure this is the 
case. 

Home Court Advantage
By: Jesse Denison, Assistant Head,  
Preschool and Lower School

It has always been a goal of mine to 
work as a Preschool teacher in a school 

setting, so I am thrilled for this opportunity 
to collaborate with this amazing team of educators at 
Bayview Glen. I will be working in the BG3C class this 
year and I am excited to bring many years of experience, 
knowledge and passion to the classroom. I hope that I 
can inspire each child so that they learn and grow to their 
full potential. I have worked in several childcare settings 
including a government childcare center, staying home with 
my children and providing a home childcare, and working 
in a Nursery School for the last 16 years. When I first 
came to Bayview Glen, I was so impressed with the green 
space that surrounded the school, and it made me think 
of all the wonderful learning opportunities the children 
must experience when they are exploring these beautiful 
surroundings. I feel that being outside is so important to 
both your physical and mental health and so I try to get 
out as much as possible during my spare time to either hike 
or go for a walk with a friend. When I am not teaching or 
exploring the outdoors, I am also a mom to two daughters 
who are both pursuing their dreams of becoming doctors 
with the intent to work with children. I am looking forward 
to connecting with all of you and being a part of the 
Bayview Glen community.

Terry Boyce
BG3C Homeroom 
Teacher

Staff Profile
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Bayview Glen Spirit Week and Terry Fox Run 2021

Recently, the Government of Canada passed legislation to 
make September 30 a federal statutory holiday called 
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. This day 

will recognize and commemorate the legacy of the residential 
school system in our country. 

At Bayview Glen, this day will serve as a day of remembrance, 
reflection and action. All students will participate in learning 
modelled on Indigenous pedagogy. Students will participate 
in lessons focussed on all four aspects of the Anishinaabe 
sacred circle: spiritual, physical, emotional and intellectual. Our 
youngest learners will explore Mother Earth knowledge, family 
connections and walking on the land. Older students will look 
at the perspectives of First Nation, Métis and Inuit Peoples, and 
the importance of learning from Elders, and will investigate 
treaties and residential schools.

As part of our commitment to action, Bayview Glen is 
honoured to donate all proceeds from Orange Shirts 
purchased through the Parent Association Shop to the 
Woodland Cultural Centre’s ‘Save the Evidence’ campaign. 
This campaign will ensure that the former Mohawk Institute 
Residential School is fully restored into an Interpreted Historic 
Site and Educational Resource.

Through thoughtful and meaningful educational opportunities, 
we aspire to create a new relationship with all Indigenous 
Peoples of Canada — one based in honour and deep respect 
for their cultures, languages and significant contributions 
to our country. Learning about the truth of our history and 
recognizing the historic and present-day importance of 
contributions of Indigenous Peoples are the first steps towards 
reconciliation.

By: Fiona Fenili, Director of Teaching and Learning, Prep School

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

9October 2021    bayviewglen.ca8
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What class are you teaching?

I am the homeroom teacher for P7D, and I teach  
Grade 7 French, Grade 6 Math and Grade 7 History at  
the Prep School.

What are you excited about for this year?

I am very excited to be teaching in person again and to 
get to know all the Bayview Glen students, faculty and 
staff. I am also looking forward to taking part in sports and 
clubs. I think they are a wonderful way to interact with 
Bayview Glen students and get to know them outside the 
classroom.

Christopher Pallotta
French, Mathematics and Social Studies,  
Grade 7 Homeroom Teacher

Staff Profile

Hello Everyone!

We are Juliet DiMenna and Leonardo Cazzin, your 
Co-Heads of the Prep School Student Council. We are 

joined by Hudson Pooran and Maya Kuo, the Assistant Heads 
of Council, and we are looking forward to a great year! 

We’ve been members of the Bayview Glen community since 
Junior Kindergarten and Grade 1 respectively, and have been 
involved in many co-curriculars such as Robotics, Gryphons 
Athletics, and other areas of student leadership. We’ve also 
volunteered at various school events over the years. Being 
involved in these co-curricular opportunities has provided 
us leadership roles and the enjoyment of working towards a 
common goal as team members. Collaborating with friends 

and family along the way has taught us skills such as effective 
communication, task delegation and team management which 
we hope to use this year to be the best Co-Heads of Council 
we could possibly be.

We are very excited for the upcoming school year. Our goal 
is to bring the Prep School together with fun events, and to 
reconnect friendships and our community along the way.  
It has been great to see so many people back on campus!  
We hope to close the year with in-person events, such our 
Grade 8 Graduation. 

Thank you and keep the fun facts coming, Prep School, for our 
weekly assemblies!

Juliet and Leo 

What are some interests or hobbies you have and why 
would you encourage others to get involved with them as 
well? 

I am very interested in all things sports. I love to compete 
and I think that many of the skills and thoughts that stem 
from sports can be applied to school life and academics. I 
encourage others to get involved in sports as it is a fun way 
to stay active and build friendships. When I am looking to 
unwind I love taking my dog Margot for hikes. 

Is there anything else you’d like us to know about you, 
your family or your past experiences? 

I am a lover of food (cooking and eating), my mom and 
dad are originally from Quebec and Italy respectively, and 
watching the Toronto Maple Leafs is my favourite evening 
activity.

Prep School (Grades 6 to 8)

Message from the Prep Student Council  
2021-2022 Co-Heads

By: Juliet DiMenna and Leonardo Cazzin, Grade 8

Terry Fox Week is recognized as the first school-wide 
initiative that kick starts our year’s spirit festivities, 
and this year was no different. The Physical Education 

Department, with the help of the Prep School Athletics 
Committee, organized activities and challenges that had the 
Prep School active and engaged in a great cause.

At the beginning of the week, we began our Homeroom walks 
in honour of Terry’s Marathon of Hope. Students walked 
along the Betty Sutherland Trail and kept their eyes peeled 
to find the “Terry Mystery Items” hidden along the way. After 
finding each item, students performed a physical challenge, 
followed by answering a Terry Fox trivia question. This went on 
throughout the duration of our walks. Big congratulations go to 
P6D for knowing the most about Terry! Way to go! 

By: Matteo Cianfrone, Health and Physical Education Teacher, Prep School

The walks were followed by Spirit Day activities, and although 
the weather tried to dampen our enthusiasm, our students 
were full of energy and ready to participate. The Chicken Chase 
and Tug of War were among the Prepsters’ favourites this year, 
and students wore their House colours proudly on these days.

As always, the Bayview Glen Prep students and families were 
extremely generous with their donations to the Terry Fox 
Foundation. In September 2020, we collected $1,045 for the 
foundation. This became our bar for this year, and we did it 
again! Together, the Prep donated $1,800+ to the Terry Fox 
Foundation! 

Thank you to the Prep School students for their great 
enthusiasm and dedication to honouring such an outstanding 
Canadian hero, and thank you to the community for your 
kindness and generosity. 

Prep School Terry Fox and Spirit Week
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Upper School (Grades 9 to 12)

On September 2, the Student Executive 
Council (SEC) had the pleasure of meeting 
the new students and guiding them 

through the hallways of the Upper School. The 
new students glimpsed through glass windows 
and peered into Bayview Glen’s places of learning: 
classrooms, gyms, theatres and our library. 
Fittingly, they finished their day setting up their 
own place of learning: the Surface Pro 7.

Flash forward a week and a day, and the SEC 
gathered together to participate in their own 
orientation. The orientation had two main foci: 
group cohesion and leadership development.  
Mrs. Daunt and Mr. Federico kickstarted the 
energy into the day by inspiring the council to 
think outside the ordinary, to think big, and to 
dream wide. After their speeches, the council 
moved into more cohesive-focussed activities: 
Name-That-Tune, Charades and BVG-Themed 
Jeopardy. Through these activities, we discovered 
others' unique talents, shared a plethora of 
laughs and gained new perspectives. After our 
lunch break, we moved into the leadership 
development portion of the orientation; we 
reflected on the meaning of leadership, and 
examined our leadership styles through a 
visualization activity (viewable in the Upper 
School Learning Commons). During this part 
of the orientation we focussed on the technical 
details: the logistics, communication channels, 
and tips for planning events. Our Head of Media 
came in with a special surprise of his own: a brand 
new SEC website. Nearing the end of the day, we 
dedicated the remaining time to plan upcoming 
initiatives. The creative buzz gave way to plans 
ranging from mental health initiatives, outdoor 
movie nights, all the way to scavenger hunts.

The SEC, now solidified within the regular 
structure of school life, hosted their first official 
event a week later: an outdoor welcome lunch for 
the Grade 9 students. As we enjoyed our pizza, 
we laughed, played games with our peers, and 
talked about all the different clubs that we would 
join this year. After being online for the past year, 
it is clear these kinds of events are important 
to create an inclusive school community and 
develop inter-grade relationships. 

New Student Orientation, SEC Training Day and Grade 9 Lunch

From September 20 to 23, Upper School students 
participated in the first-ever Round Square International 
Virtual Conference on Round Square’s Gather virtual 

campus. The Gather platform blended a gaming style with the 
functionality of videoconferencing. Conference participants 
joined online as a cartoon avatar to travel around a virtual 
conference campus and festival park.

Each day of the conference offered Keynote Speakers, 
followed by breakout discussions led by students from around 
the Round Square school network on that day’s topic. Students 
also had the opportunity to participate in a variety of games 
and activities, such as yoga sessions in the yoga pagodas, 
film screenings in the cinema, open mic performances on 
the beach, debates at the fire pits, cultural performances on 
the main stage, and student-led small group games on picnic 
blankets in the park.

The conference theme, “Blue Skies and Brave Conversations” 
was inspired by recent global events. With the COVID-19 
pandemic changing our lives over the past 18 months in ways 
we could not have imagined, it has been a reminder of what 
matters in the world, and where our priorities lie. We have 
every reason to look to the future with optimism, but to get 
there, it’s time for some brave conversations and blue-sky 

Round Square International Virtual Conference 
2021: Together While Apart
By: Michelle Yarndley, Director of Global Education

By: Jacqueline Fung, Abby Mand and Sunil Wijeysundera, Grade 12

thinking on challenging topics. The brave conversation topics for 
the conference included Identity and Inclusion, Climate Action, 
and Ethical Servant Leadership. More information is available on 
the conference website: https://www.rsic2021.org/

In addition to online conferences, zoom postcards and virtual 
exchange opportunities with Round Square schools throughout 
the year, Round Square is also leading a virtual service project 
in partnership with the Million Beehive Initiative in 2022. Look 
for updates about upcoming Round Square and other Global 
Education opportunities in the daily announcements and 
weekly mentor moments or contact Ms. Yarndley in the Global 
Education office at myarndley@bayviewglen.ca.

I am new to Bayview Glen this 
year, and will be teaching a mix of 

Grade 11 and 12 English courses. While 
my teaching qualifications are in English and History, I have 
also taught a variety of Business and Media courses. For 
the past six years I have been teaching at another private 
school in Toronto, and before that, I taught for two years 
in London, England. In that time, I managed to visit over 
20 countries throughout Europe. Travelling is something 
I love doing, and recently I have tried to focus on seeing 
more of Canada. A few summers ago I drove from Toronto 
to Edmonton and next summer, I hope to do more of the 
same and drive out to the East Coast. More than anything, 
I am excited to get to know the school this year and to 
get involved. In the past, I have run comic book and board 
game clubs, something that I would love to start up again. 
My favourite board games would have to be Dominion and 
Catan. In the summertime, I attempt to get out golfing at 
least once a week. I also split a lot of my free time between 
reading and playing PS5. Reading is my greatest passion, 
and I cannot encourage it enough. I believe George R.R. 
Martin said it best, by saying that “a reader lives a thousand 
lives before they die. The person who never reads lives 
only one.”

Staff Profile 

Christopher Gray
Grade 11 and 12 
English TeacherThis year, we have the incredible opportunity to represent Bayview Glen 

as the Co-Heads of the Student Council. Bayview Glen has played a 
foundational role in both of our lives; collectively, we have spent more 

than two decades within the halls of this school. The term “second-home” 
is therefore quite apt for describing what Bayview Glen is to us, and it is this 
sentiment that we hope to permeate across the school community. Our 
goals as Co-Heads of Council follow this idea, and are split into two main 
foci: fostering meaningful connections throughout the community, and 
representing the school’s diversity, character and creativity through initiatives, 
clubs and events. 

Our goals stem from the idea of ‘community’. Fostering meaningful 
connections is a priority that continues to be increasingly illuminated by the 
global pandemic; it is through the lens of separation that we have been able 
to reflect on the importance of connection, and ultimately, the importance 
of a connected community. This year we as a council are dedicated to 
supporting Bayview Glen, and these critical connections that hold us together. 
It is through accurate representation, however, that our community can truly 
thrive. Our council is determined to bring initiatives that reflect the visions, 
intentions, and beliefs of the student body. The Student Council is merely 
a vessel that translates the ideas of the community into action; it is only 
with the voices of the student community that we can deliver effective, 
meaningful, and spirited events.

Therefore, we absolutely encourage you to reach out, speak up and share your 
ideas with the council. Please open up your computer, press that Microsoft 
Outlook button and shoot us an email - we would love to hear your ideas! 

Jacqueline and Sunil

SEC 2021-2022
Co-Head of Council Jacqueline Fung,  

Sunil Wijeysundera 
Secretary Christopher Cha
Treasurer Rachel Low 
Co-Head of Athletics George Vrachas Matthaios,  

Evelyn Tom 
Co-Head of Student Life Ari Sahakian, Emma Rigby 
Co-Creative Head Elise Cojocari, William Lo
Co-Head of Community 
Outreach

Amy Nam,  
Aidan Snaiderman 

Head of Clubs Noah Fremont
Head of Events Abby Mand 
Head of Media Will MacInnis 
Head of Environment Elica Eivani 
Grade 10 Representative Zain Hirji 
Grade 11 Representative Alex Elbaz
Grad Representatives Ishaan Goswami, Avery Yoo 
Head of Blue House Yigit Kutun 
Head of Green House Kiera Hui 
Head of Purple House Kaitlin Bryan 
Head of Red House Daniyal Arfick

Message from the  
Student Executive Council  

2021-2022 Co-Heads
By: Jacqueline Fung and Sunil Wijeysundera, Grade 12
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Parent Association News

 

CONNECT
• Visit the Current Parents link on the main website:     
    bayviewglen.ca/current-parents
• Follow us on Instagram: @theshopsbvg
• Follow us on Facebook: Bayview Glen Parent Association

Nominations for 2022 New PA Executives 
and Directors
The Parent Association will be accepting nominations for 
the following executive and director positions for the term 
beginning January 2022: 

• President 
• Vice President 
• Communications Director 
• Secretary 
• Parent Outreach Director 
• NISPA Representative
• Parent Volunteer Director 
• Civvies Day 

The nomination period starts on October 1, 2021 and all 
nominations must be submitted to pavicepresident@
bayviewglen.ca no later than October 29, 2021.

The preferred term for all available positions is two years. 
One-year commitments are also accepted.

For further information, please contact the Nominating 
Committee Chair at pavicepresident@bayviewglen.ca. 

News from
Alumni Relations

It is amazing to see Bayview Glen 
celebrate its 60th year, and the school 
has meant a lot to me not only as a 

student but as an alumna. 

Bayview Glen provided me the 
mentorship and guidance to succeed 

academically, and it has helped make me 
who I am today: a fully certified Montessori 

Teacher. The guidance and mentorship have 
also encouraged me to give back to the community by 
participating on the Bayview Glen Alumni Association Board. 

In addition to the Mentoring programme for the Upper 
School students, Bayview Glen has extended the mentorship 
and networking opportunities to our alumni community 
through the BVG L!NK Alumni Mentorship programme. 

Message from the Alumni Association Board

COMING UP
• Virtual Speaker Series with Dr. Sophie Grigoriadis:  

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. (see page 2 for 
event details)

• PA Coffee Socials: Thursdays, October 7 and 21, 2021
• PA Virtual General Meeting: Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

at 9:00 a.m.
• PA Holiday Week: November 22-26, 2021
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STAY CONNECTED WITH

#BVGAlumni
Website bayviewglen.ca/alumni
Email alumni@bayviewglen.ca 

BVG L!NK bvglink.firsthand.co 
      

Follow us @BVGAlumni

Alumni are encouraged to join the BVG L!NK online mentorship 
platform at bvglink.firsthand.co and connect with a global 
network of professionals on their own time and discuss topics 
of their choice. There are over 40 consultation types organized 
in four categories: Careers, Academics, Admissions, as well as 
Business and Startups. Some of the consultation types include 
LinkedIn Profile Critique, Applying to Business School, Picking a 
Major, Business Plans, and many more.

Until we meet again, I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, 
good health, and continued academic and career success.

Jocelyn Lau
Bayview Glen Alumni Association Board

The 2021 Bayview Glen Distinguished 
Alumni Award is presented to J-M 
Erlendson ’03. Through this award, 
the Bayview Glen Alumni Association 
honours and acknowledges J-M’s success 
and passion in his chosen field.

J-M Erlendson graduated from Bayview 
Glen in 2003, and is an internationally-
recognized process engineering expert, 

a successful arts entrepreneur and a highly accomplished 
professional musician. He attended the University of Toronto 
for Manufacturing and Process Engineering, earning a Bachelor 
of Applied Science (BASc) and Master of Engineering (MEng). 
During this time, he was also recognized with multiple awards, 
including the prestigious Chalmers Award for Engineering 
Design and Best Vocal Group (Mid-Atlantic) at the International 
Competition of Collegiate A Cappella (ICCAs). He also became 
interested in entrepreneurship in engineering and the arts, 
earning his ELITE Certificate in Engineering Leadership and 
Entrepreneurship, also from U of T.

Before graduation, he already had a job in hand at CGI in their 
Management Consulting group, supporting process design and 
management. He also founded a startup music production 
company, Countermeasure Music Inc., which has become 

a major part of his career. The following year, he founded a 
charity and international music festival, SING! The Toronto 
Vocal Arts Festival, which draws tens of thousands of attendees 
each year to Toronto (and online), and has been named a Top 
100 Festival by Festivals and Events Ontario (FEO) six times.

Today, J-M works as a Transformation Engineering Lead 
for Software AG, a major German software vendor. He still 
specializes in Process Engineering, and travels the world 
working with the company’s strategic clients, helping them 
integrate best practices into their way of working. He is a 
frequent speaker at major international conferences, including 
“The Business Transformation & Operational Excellence World 
Summit”, “Operational Excellence in Financial Services”, and 
“Building Business Capability”. Meanwhile, Countermeasure 
Music Inc. has grown into a busy and successful a cappella 
service and production company, touring groups around the 
world, creating custom music for major corporations and 
licensing its music for radio, television and web-content.

Outside of work, J-M and his wife, Elana Steingart, are busy 
singing, touring and recording with Countermeasure, and 
their videos have received more than a million views online. 
Their most recent album, “Guest Sessions” features multiple 
GRAMMY and Juno-winning artists alongside their original a 
cappella music.

2021 Bayview Glen Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient  

J-M Erlendson ’03
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PA Coffee Socials
Dates: Thursday, October 7, 2021  
and Thursday, October 21, 2021
Times: 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Come and join us for a fun coffee social in 
October! This is a great way to meet other parents in your 
grade and in the Bayview Glen community. Pre-registration  
is required to attend. The number of participants is limited  
per event date and registrations will be accepted on a  
first-come, first-served basis. For more information on  
event locations and online registration, please visit: 
bayviewglen.ca/association-events

PA Virtual Welcome Breakfast Recap
The Parent Association Virtual Welcome Breakfast was 
held on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 and was a great start 
to our new school year. We had over 100 participants join 
us virtually on Zoom, so many that we had to rotate entry 
to have everyone participate. It was wonderful to have so 
many parents join to hear from our Heads of School and 
the Parent Association Executive team. 

We heard from the Heads of School about all the fantastic 
work that they are doing to integrate new ways of learning 
for our children. We learned about Orange Shirt Day, the 
Terry Fox Run and Spirit Day, EDI initiatives and the various 
student-lead clubs, and were excited to see a return to 
"live" House Leagues and Sports this term. We heard from 
the Parent Association Executive members who shared 
about their roles as well as upcoming events.

Thank you to those parents who attended. We look forward 
to a very successful year. 
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Grade 9 Art students drawing outdoors at the Betty Sutherland Trail, September 2021

Whole School
1 HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

1 ISLAMIC HERITAGE MONTH

1 WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

1 PA Executive Nominations Open

4, 6-7 Whole School Sibling Photos

6 Virtual Speaker Series with  
Dr. Sophie Grigoriadis (NEW - see page 2)

7 & 21 PA Coffee Socials

10 WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

11 THANKSGIVING DAY (school closed)

12 Whole School Sibling Photos  
(NEW - date change from Oct. 5)

19 MAWLID-AL-NABI

29 PA Executive Nominations Close

31 HALLOWEEN

Preschool & Lower School
8 Assemblies

8 BG3 Photo Day

8 Turkey Trot in support of the  
Terry Fox Foundation

15 Assemblies

15 BG2 Photo Day

22 Assemblies

29 Assemblies & Civvies Day

October 2021
Prep School
4, 6-7 Photo Day

8 Assembly

12 Photo Day  
(NEW - date change from Oct. 5)

15 Assembly

22 Assembly

26 Career Breakfast

26 PT Conferences

28 PT Conferences

29 Assembly & Civvies Day

Upper School
6 Class Meeting

7 Assembly

13 Class Meeting

14 Assembly

20 Class Meeting

21 Assembly

21 Gr. 11 Post-Secondary Exploration  
& Parent Night

26 Career Breakfast

27 Class Meeting

28 PT Conferences

29 Civvies Day


