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Letter from
the Head

Building sustainability for
future generations; philanthropy

at Bayview Glen

Our goal is to prepare our graduates for the new economy. 
Equipped with problem-solving skills and a growth 
mindset, our students leave Bayview Glen with a tool kit 
that serves them well. We want to continue this important 
work. There are several ways to participate. We’d be 
happy to discuss which options best align with your 
family’s philanthropic interests. 

Let’s talk about your family legacy. Reach out to our 
Advancement department at 416 443-1030 ext 626.

Great schools leave behind legacies that positively 
impact their people and communities. While 
tuition pays for some of the work we do today, 
philanthropy inspires our vision for tomorrow.

The Advancement O�  ce nurtures a culture of philanthropy 
to raise funds that will enhance the learning experience 
for our students. It’s our community that makes us who 
we are. From our hard-working Parent Association to our 
warm and dedicated faculty and sta� , the support and 
commitment to excellence, infuses everything we do. 

As a progressive and 
innovative independent school, 

Bayview Glen focusses on 
developing the whole child with 

a whole world view.

Our school has been evolving rapidly over the past several years, thanks to 
the support of our vibrantly diverse community. Philanthropic contributions 
have helped develop our current educational environment, one that fully 
prepares our students to embrace and enhance a world of accelerating change.
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Letter from 
the Head

The theme of this year’s Viewpoint publication is whole child. It speaks to 
the heart of a Bayview Glen education as it is the starting point of all we do.

The end result is students who reach greater heights of 
personal achievement because of their intrinsic motiva-
tion, multiple literacies, skilled communication, fl exibility, 
adaptability and curiosity. The ability to mold these 
competencies into their own personal journey is what’s 
striking about the stories told in this year’s Viewpoint.

Each one is di� erent: for example, Stephanie’s involvement 
in The Knowledge Society exploring the future of 
Artifi cial Intelligence or Lenny, an elite athlete, becoming 
a Canadian Olympian. Both would tell you that the 
school was pivotal in helping them realize their dreams. 
Entrepreneurs Matthew and Will might say that being 
surrounded by like-minded schoolmates helped shape 
their most recent innovations and bolstered them through 
the di�  cult planning stages, while Ehsan’s innovation 
and success were sparked by his passion for soccer and 
his programming experience he learned at school. 
Regardless of the motivation, they all have one thing 
in common: they have taken what they’ve learned and 
molded it into their individual success story. Reading 
these stories, we are reminded of how critical the whole 
child approach is for all our students to achieve success 
in today’s world. 

T he promise as articulated under the whole 
child philosophy is to nurture each child’s 
full potential, self-esteem and confi dence 
to succeed through enriched academics, 

arts, athletics, leadership and community service. 
It is our belief that this outlook infl uences their 
whole life and encompasses their whole world view.

This approach to education has never been more import-
ant than it is today. The characteristics and competencies 
required for success, in however it may be defi ned, are 
extensive and can only be achieved if we consider whole 
child development.

Our whole child philosophy starts early and we are very 
fortunate as a school to have that continuum right under 
our roof from Preschool to Grade 12. It gives us a clear 
advantage in setting the course.

Nurturing each student’s full potential and confi dence to 
succeed happens at all age levels and involves identifying 
and nurturing student talents. It also requires us to pro-
vide a wide range of opportunities for students to explore 
and experience.

Eileen Daunt, Head of School 
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2015 Round Square service trip to Ecuador 
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Fast forward to 2030: 
Getting our students ready

by Michelle Yarndley 

Recently, I had the opportunity to test drive a semi-autonomous vehicle that steered itself 
as it adjusted speed based on road conditions. Sure, I had to keep one hand loosely on the 
steering wheel, but – for the most part – the car was driving me. At first, I was surprised 
by the feeling of not controlling the car as it drove along the road. But as I grew more  
comfortable, I began to daydream about the future of self-driving cars. Perhaps I won’t 
have to teach my children how to drive when they turn 16 after all. I left the dealership  
that day with another reminder that, like their parents and teachers, today’s students  
will graduate into a world vastly different from the one in which they grew up. continued >>

ABOVE: 2016 Round Square service trip to Peru
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“Our goal is to develop 
global consciousness in our 

students with a social justice 
lens in a transformative 

environment."

Consider how the world has changed since you left 
school. While visiting Niagara-on-the-Lake this past 
summer, I had to explain payphones to my children  
after we passed one on a guided historic walk. The  

payphone wasn’t meant to be part of the tour, but I see how 
it’s a museum-like artifact for our kids. Now, they access  
the world and all its wonders on smartphones. In geography  
class, students can tour Machu Picchu and the pyramids of 
Egypt using a Google app. Using similar technology, science 
teachers take their students on virtual field trips to explore 
the International Space Station or the Great Barrier Reef.  
Students connect with peers in other countries through 
video conferencing and cloud-based platforms to share their 
local experiences of climate change and collaborate on 
global solutions. So while the world is changing at an acceler-
ating pace, schools are also transforming how they educate 
students for the future. They understand that exponential 
economic, technological and environmental changes are 
creating a world that is increasingly interconnected and 
interdependent. With a future-ready mindset, schools are 
embracing global education opportunities for students to 
develop a broad range of competencies and attitudes.

Recognizing this, Round Square schools around the globe 
recently collaborated to identify the qualities of a global citizen 
in the twenty-first century. Their collaboration culminated in 
the development of a global learner profile that connects the 
six Round Square IDEALS with twelve attributes, identified as 
Discoveries, that a student develops and exhibits on their learning 
journey – traits such as inventiveness, inquisitiveness, tenacity 
and courage. This entrepreneurial spirit empowers students to be 
change-makers when faced with the challenges and opportunities 
of a global future. Daniel Pink, an author of books about business, 

work and human behaviour, writes in A Whole New Mind that we 
have transitioned to a Conceptual Age where “The future belongs 
to a di�erent kind of person with a di�erent kind of mind.” By 
innovating how students develop their character and new skill 
sets, Round Square schools like Bayview Glen are preparing the 
next generation to create the path to the future. 

 With each 24-hour news cycle, we are reminded about the  
importance of educating our children for global citizenship. As we 
observe current world leaders confronting the challenges of today, 
we understand how our collective future depends on educating 
our children well. Bayview Glen is committed to raising responsible, 
productive and contributing members of the global community 
as part of its mission. Our goal is to develop global conscious-
ness in our students with a social justice lens in a transformative 
environment. By providing impactful global learning experiences 
connected to the Round Square IDEALS and Discoveries at each 
stage of the learning journey, all of our students – from Preschool 
to graduation – will develop the knowledge, skills and values they 
need to succeed in an interconnected world.

As parents and teachers, we are raising children for a future we 
can’t predict. In 2015, the United Nations adopted 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as a collective commitment to create  
a better future for our children by ending extreme poverty, 
tackling climate change and fighting inequalities by 2030. Many 
critics question whether the goals are realistic. Education for 
global citizenship believes in the capacity of our children to 
invent this more just, sustainable and peaceful future. What will 
the world look like in 2030? Are the goals achievable? I hope so. 
But one thing I know for sure: we can be confident that Bayview 
Glen students will play a pivotal role in shaping what the world 
will look like in 2030 and beyond. And that’s a future we can all 
believe in. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Michelle Yarndley, Director of 
Global Education  ABOVE: Visit to Urubamba 
school in Peru on 2016 Round Square trip
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Lenny in the Kim Fitness area at 
Moatfield Campus  
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All the Right Stuff
A proud Gryphon soars to the 

international stage as an Olympian

by Jamie Chapman

There are some elements of the story of 
Bayview Glen’s Lenny Valjas that do not 
fit the conventional narrative of the 
Nordic Olympian. First, and most obvious, 
he is from Toronto, a city that all long-
serving BVG teachers can tell you hasn’t 
had a snow day in over a decade. A quick 
investigation of other Canadian Olympic 
skiers reveals a more predictable list of 
hometowns with long winters and 
proximity to trails: Whitehorse, Canmore, 
Quebec City, Fort McMurray, etc.

continued >>
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One then needs to begin with the question of how a  
tall, athletic boy from Toronto chooses cross-country 
skiing, and not, say, hockey or basketball as an  
outlet for his obvious sporting talent, and then rises 

to international prominence, making the podium at seven 
World Cup events in a sport overwhelmingly dominated by 
northern Europeans. When I was first informed that Lenny 
was an elite cross-country skier, it seemed, at least on the 
surface, an improbable match. I was a devotee of the sport 
myself and the skiers I pictured were stoic types who  
embraced the pain and su�ering that is the inevitable 
consequence of skiing up mountains at improbable speeds. 
While NFL players celebrate their accomplishments with 
choreographed hip moves, the badge of honour for  
cross-country skiers is to collapse in an exhausted heap as 
they cross the finish line, evidence of the ultimate e�ort.  
This image did not square with my impressions of any 
Canadianized boy, including Lenny, who I knew as a polite, 
a�able student, with a large circle of buddies at BVG with 
whom he enjoyed joking banter and shooting hoops in the 
gym at lunch. 

A proud skiing history

When I met Lenny’s dad, Peter Valjas, at the OFSAA Nordic  
Championships in Barrie in 2006, the question of how Lenny  
took to cross-country skiing was basically answered. I was  
there in an o�cial capacity as Lenny’s high school coach, though 
Lenny trained under his own club coach at Hardwood Hills. 

A formidable Masters skier himself, Peter took me out on the trail 
to observe the race at strategic junctures. I learned a great deal 
about the complexities of race waxing and ski bases and received 
a passionate explanation of the general virtues of the sport. As it 
turned out, Peter hailed from Estonia, which is among those places 
claiming to be the birthplace of cross-country skiing. Nordic skiing 
was deeply embedded in the Valjas DNA. Lenny had first navigated 
cross-country ski trails as an infant on Peter’s back. By the age of 
three, he was comfortable on skis of his own. The seamless transi-
tion into the youth programs at Hardwood Hills followed, and the 
rest, as they say, is history. Although like the sport itself, much of 
Lenny’s ski career has been a grueling uphill climb. 

Lenny’s qualities as an athlete are arguably not the prime 
requirements for an elite cross-country skier. In a sport that 
rewards driven, goal-oriented individualists, Lenny thrives in a 
social team-setting and is not beyond some fun and enjoying of 
the moment. This was certainly the Lenny of BVG days. He recalls 
the “non-stop laughs” with his many BVG buddies. “I feel really 
lucky to have been part of such a fun and friendly graduating 
class,” says Lenny. Among his favourite memories is the men’s 
softball team comprised of friends, with whom he is still close, 
who went undefeated over three seasons. “We pushed each other 
in every practice and game and had the most fun of any team in 
the league,” insists Lenny. 

One should not overstate, however, the fun-seeking aspects of 
Lenny’s involvement with sport. I remember being curious one 
Monday early in the winter season; I asked Lenny how his train-
ing had gone with the Hardwood Hill team over the weekend. 
He nonchalantly recounted the 20 km skis on Saturday morning, 
followed by another 20 km in the afternoon, topped o� with more 
of the same the next day along with multiple racing intervals. No 
big deal, an 80 km weekend like many of the others. He also men-
tioned he had taken to strapping on a head-lamp and sneaking 
onto the trails at Upland on weeknights to meet the requirements 
of his training programme, which included repeat hill climbs and 
the like. Clearly, Lenny was willing to do the hard work. 

Grit and determination to win

Lenny’s fun-loving demeanour is deceptive in other ways. While 
to some, he appears to be an athlete who has risen e�ortlessly to 
the top on the strength of a huge talent, a closer examination tells 
a di�erent story. Lenny could not be categorized as one of those 
gifted prodigies easily whipping his peers as he rose up the ranks. 
My memories of Peter Valjas’ scouting report at the 2006 OFSAA 
Championships had Lenny among a handful of skiers who could 
win on the day but were seldom the favourites. Lenny had to lose 
a lot before he began to win. 

“When you enjoy life and
do the things you enjoy, you may 

get hurt and that’s all part 
of the journey.”

ABOVE: Lenny skiing at the age of three with 
his mom at Horseshoe Valley ski resort in 
Barrie, Ontario 
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The road to World Cup prominence has not been an easy one in 
other ways. Most elite athletes are forced to deal with injuries at 
some point in their career. In Lenny’s case, the timing could not 
have been worse. First, there was a knee injury that reached a 
crisis point six weeks prior to the Sochi Olympics, an injury that 
had been getting worse for months causing his quadricep muscle 
to steadily atrophy. Then four years later, as if on cue, Lenny was 
diagnosed with a herniated disc and a small fracture in the ver-
tebrae below – only two months before the Seoul Olympics. Both 
injuries seriously compromised his preparation for the Olympics. 

TOP TO BOTTOM: Lenny’s family; Marianne (Mom), Kristina (older sister), Lenny, Peter (Dad), Austin (younger brother);  
Author Jamie Chapman and Lenny at a CISAA ski race at Highlands Nordic in Duntroon, Ontario; 2003 U14 softball  
team at Richmond Green Diamonds, Toronto

It is di�cult to fathom what type of psychological blow this  
would be for an elite athlete in a sport like cross-country skiing 
where training is planned around four-year cycles that peak  
at the Olympics, the one competition in which the world pays 
attention. There were times when recovery seemed “monotonous 
and impossible.” The experience has left Lenny resolute and  
philosophical: “When you enjoy life and do the things you enjoy, 
you may get hurt and that’s all part of the journey. When you put 
all your e�ort into a full recovery it’s a pretty amazing feeling 
when you finally reach your goal.”
continued >>
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3
National Sprint 
Championships

2
Olympics
2014 Sochi 

Sprint, classic style
4 x 10km team relay

2018 Pyeonchang 
Sprint, free style

4 x 10km team relay
Team sprint 6 x 1.4km, free style

 A trademark style 

It’s worth mentioning a distinguishing feature of Lenny in the 
elite cross-country world. At 6’6” he towers over his fellow med-
alists on the 7 World Cup podiums. Some claim his height gives 
Lenny a natural advantage, ignoring the fact that extra size also 
has to be carried up hills. Lenny deserves credit for learning how 
to use his height to his advantage. Whereas most dominant elite 
skiers use a killer uphill sprint to pull away from the pack, Lenny’s 
trademark is tactical lines on the downhills and extraordinary 
gap-erasing strides on the fi nishing fl ats to pull ahead of his rivals. 

Flashback to that OFSAA race in 2006. Lenny came in second on 
that day. Who knew that little more than a decade later he would 
go on to set a new Canadian Men’s Olympic record in the sprint 
event? This is even more remarkable since the record was set 
following an injury. He attributes this surprising result to being 

“super-inspired by all the friends and kids who never stopped 
believing in me.” 

Fortunately, Lenny is not through with the journey. His immedi-
ate sights are set on the World Championships next February. As 
in his BVG, days much of the appeal of sport for Lenny remains 
the comradery. “Being there for my teammates to try and help us 
all reach our goals and hopefully a spot on the podium is what 
motivates,” says Lenny. No doubt, he will continue to draw inspi-
ration from the knowledge that multiple generations of BVGers 
will be cheering him on. 

LENNY VALJAS 
FAST FACTS

7
World Cup podiums

In 2017, Ulricehamn, Sweden 
Lenny captured bronze in the 

4 x 7.5km cross-country 
team relay – a Canadian fi rst

PICTURED LEFT
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Academy Award winner’s BVG
connection starts in the valley

by Karen Horsman 

When Miles Dale ’68 reaches back into his Bayview Glen memory bank, it’s the barn  
that stands out. And of course, all the chickens. “In the school’s original location, it was 
nestled in all of this greenery with this farm-like setting which naturally encouraged  
all sorts of exploration,” says Miles. 

He’s the first to admit he was a mischievous student.  
Ms. Hopkins, Bayview Glen’s founder, was a major 
influence on a young Miles Dale. “She saw my  
restlessness as curiosity, “he says. “The environment  

was very conducive to drawing out the special nature of  
each child.” 

Exploring and taking risks became the hallmarks of his career 
that eventually led to accepting an Academy Award in front  
of millions of people as the producer for the movie The Shape  
of Water. In a serendipitous twist of fate, the director of the  
film was Guillermo del Toro, a past parent of Bayview Glen.  

“We discovered our BVG tie-in one day after working together,”  
explains Miles. “We actually didn’t know each other until a  
colleague of mine who worked with me on the movie Scott  
Pilgrim vs. the World recommended me to Guillermo. He’s a  
great partner and an inspiration.” 

The rest, as they say, is history. After working on their first film 
together called Mama in 2011, Miles and Guillermo collaborated 
on the TV project The Strain. They shot The Shape of Water in 
between seasons three and four of the show. Miles admits he went 
from 0 to 10 after winning the Oscar. “When it comes to movie- 
making, all the pieces have to fall into place from marketing to 
timing and whether or not people like the film. The Oscar has 
certainly opened more doors for me.” 

The Toronto native grew up surrounded by celebrities and 
entertainers. His father, Jimmy Dale, was a jazz musician who 
worked as a music director for CBC television. Jimmy moved his 
family to Hollywood in the late 1960s where he worked on The 
Smothers Brothers Show and The Sonny and Cher Hour, amongst 
others. The sports world was also a comfortable place for Miles 
since his grandfather was a professional baseball scout. Sports is 

still a huge part of Miles’ life but film producing is his passion. It  
wasn’t always easy mind you; “I started at the bottom. I was a 
gofer. I asked a lot of questions, listened and watched,” says  
Miles. “I made my way up the ladder with some great mentors 
along the way.”

Throughout his entire career, Miles embraced the concept of 
making mistakes. He has never been afraid to get in over his head 
since he believes strongly that’s where the best kind of learning 
happens. Miles says it’s really at this point that you learn to trust 
your own instincts. “I’ve always had a curiosity and hunger for 
knowledge, with the exception of certain vegetables.”  

Miles has returned to Bayview Glen as a guest speaker to talk 
about his industry and to pass on some of what he’s learned. He 
admits the marketplace is a busy, crowded landscape. He suggests 
keeping it simple and tells students to explore what they love to 
do and cast a wide net. “There’s so much more to do in what has 
become a global village,” he says. 

So what do you after winning an Academy Award? For Miles, it 
means you keep working. Guillermo and Miles are producing 
two movies together this year directed by other people. For 2019, 
they’re partnering on a major TV project. It’s a horror anthology 
similar to the Twilight Zone. 

“It’s always fun to put on a show. It’s gratifying to have an end 
product that comes out in the theatre or on TV. It allows you  
to be part of a cultural discussion,” says Miles. “The future is  
bright, unquestionably.” 
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“I’ve always had a curiosity 
and hunger for knowledge, 

with the exception 
of certain vegetables.”

TOP TO BOTTOM: Miles Dale and Guillermo del Toro at 
the 2017 Academy Awards; Riding his tricycle in front of 
his Toronto home; The barn in the valley circa 1974
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Screen tests

by Stuart Foxman 

Fade in on a diner, where breakfast cooks on a sizzling grill. From outside the window 
a young woman, in hoodie and sweatpants, stares longingly at the food. Those are the 
evocative opening shots of Through the Glass. Without giving away the plot, the film is 
about a down-on-her-luck character, a moving truck and a chance encounter. 

Ideally, the film will make the festival rounds in the summer 
of 2019, shortly after its premiere in May. Through the Glass 
has a Bayview Glen connection: it’s directed by alumnus  
Goldmond Fong ’15, and co-written by Fong and Bayview 

Glen Upper School faculty member Ron Sylvester.

Goldmond will graduate in 2019 from Emerson College in Boston, 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in visual and media arts. When he was 
seeking a co-writer for his thesis film, Goldmond thought of his 
Grade 12 English teacher, who has dabbled in screenplays for years. 

“I trusted Ron,” says Goldmond. “He has more experience than 
many others I could have reached out to.”

Their collaboration is a sign of how teacher-student relationships 
sometimes transcend the classroom.

“I think it says something about the fact that the relationships we 
have with students are not conditional, time-bound or temporary,” 
says Ron.

He notes how Bayview Glen graduation ceremonies highlight how 
alumni will always have a place at the school. “This is a commu-
nity, built on mutual support and care. The doors are never closed 
here,” says Ron, who has taught at the school since 2003.

Goldmond got into filmmaking in Grade 7, thanks to his video 
game hobby. He captured himself playing, edited the clips and 
posted them to YouTube, where they attracted thousands of views. 
He started to film other things, like his sister’s synchronized 
swimming meets, and club videos for Bayview Glen assemblies. 

By Grade 11, he felt he might want to pursue film more seriously. 
There was a moment of realization when Goldmond said to him-
self: “I guess I’m an artist.” 

He admits that “I was a hesitant about telling my parents. They’re 
entrepreneurs.” Yet what Goldmond has come to realize is that ev-
ery academic or career pursuit requires an entrepreneurial spirit. 
That means thinking creatively, solving problems, knowing how 
to work collaboratively and creating your own opportunities.

Have a sense of yourself

Ron remembers Goldmond as an interesting and independent 
thinker, something he tries to foster in every class. In a way,  
literature and leadership are linked.

“Stories exist to show the possibility of change. I want these kids 
to sharpen skills of rhetoric and thinking, be able to say what they 
want and be convincing, and have a sense of themselves through 
language and storytelling,” says Ron. 

That’s not just a classroom lesson but a life lesson. In September 
2017, Goldmond e-mailed his former teacher to ask if he’d pitch in 
with his film assignment. One of Goldmond’s professors cautioned 
against making a stereotypical student film, one that was preten-
tious. Fong was looking for an ideal partner and thought of his 
former teacher.

“He said he felt my narrative toolbox was bigger,” recalls Ron.

Ron, who has had scripts optioned before (though they remain 
unproduced), agreed right away. “I wanted an excuse to thrash out 
ideas, and wrote him a two-page treatment,” he says. “I respected 
him as a guy who makes films. I didn’t think of him as a student.”

Goldmond started the process in October 2017, and finished  
production on Through the Glass in spring 2018. The film will 
be completed by December 2018.

Shortly after, Goldmond will move to Los Angeles to take his  
final semester, which will include an internship. He hopes to stay 
after graduating and get a job in editing, ideally for a creative 
marketing agency.

He has advice for Bayview Glen students and alumni about pursuing 
their own dreams. “Be obsessed with what you do,” says Goldmond. 

“If you’re passionate about something, you won’t be let down.”

Ron’s passion is helping students to learn more about themselves. 
Filmmaking is storytelling, but you don’t have to be a student like 
Goldmond to find your own story.

As an English teacher, Ron says “I want students to have the ability 
to express themselves in a way that’s accurate and nuanced. One 
thing we do well here is see kids as individuals. Your whole identity 
is the story you tell yourself.” 
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“Be obsessed with what you do. 
If you’re passionate about something, 

you won’t be let down.”

Upper School  teacher Ron Sylvester and 
alumnus Goldmond Fong

17 VIEWPOINT FALL 2018  |  BAYVIEW GLEN



Chasing a dream
A past parent finds Olympic success in the power of community

by Tracy Wilson 

I grew up in a family that believed academics and sports went hand in hand. My parents 
placed a high value on a good education and they firmly believed that sports and fitness 
would enhance academic performance. 

So with that in mind, I was enrolled in a number of 
athletic programs as a youngster. I loved both 
school and sports, but as high school approached  

 I saw clearly that while a good education was 
indeed my future, figure skating was my passion. I had seen 
the Olympics on TV and dreamed of one day being on the 
international stage.

I practiced intensely and loved it, but my drive was fueled with 
a need to win and that competitiveness turned to anxiety and 
nerves in competition. My results were demoralizing and as a 
young teenager, I had some very rough years. 

 I didn’t start competing until I was nine and had a year away from 
skating due to injury, so we were told that I was not on track for 
provincial titles let alone Olympic glory. I was considered too old 
and tall to make it in the sport and my parents were worried that I 
was going to be heartbroken. 

We faced those facts and openly discussed where I was going and 
why. For my parents, it wasn’t all about winning and results. They 
liked that I was spending my free time toiling in rinks, developing 
friendships with like-minded peers. They also valued the connec-
tion we all gained from hours spent in the car traveling to practices. 
For those reasons, they were prepared to continue to support my 
love of skating. My parents tried to remove the emphasis I placed 
on winning and I began to focus on self-improvement and giving 
back to my skating community. 

Embracing that mindset eased the pressure and my skating career 
gradually gained momentum and took o�. I stopped listening to 
the odds of ‘making it’, and began focusing on what I wanted to 
accomplish; I found the courage and inspiration I needed to fuel 
me. I didn’t know if my dreams would be realized, but I did know 
that I had to try to face my fears, so I kept trying to ‘find a way’. 

I learned that the social connections my parents talked about 
brought a richness and levity to my world. After an 8th place  
finish at the 1984 Olympics, my partner Rob McCall and I knew 
that if we were to have a chance at the 1988 Olympic Podium in 

Calgary, we had to alter our intensely competitive training  
environment. We decided to make a daily e�ort to change  
the atmosphere in the arena. Instead of ‘competing against’, 
we chose to ‘train with’ our competitors. 

Olympic Glory

My dream became a reality. We captured the Olympic bronze in 
Calgary in front of the home crowd. I clearly remember standing 
at centre ice after our final skate, the audience cheering, and I  
was totally overcome by a sense of gratitude. We won the medal  
for our country; it was something tangible that we could share  
with all those who had helped us get there. What a privilege. 

It’s hard to believe how much skating has given me. I’ve been to 12 
Olympics; two as an ice dancer, nine as a television commentator 
and most recently as a coach in PyeongChang. At the Cricket Club, 
where I currently coach, we have a number of top-ranked interna-
tional and national skaters that train together. By taking care of 
the energy in the rink, this upbeat, supportive and intense skating 
community produced three Olympic medals in Korea, including 
two golds and a bronze. 

The values I learned as a teenager were honed over the years and 
were integral to enabling me to overcome intense pressure time 
and time again. I built lasting friendships and I learned that failure, 
while painful, is temporary and a necessary part of personal growth. 

Finding our home

 I met my husband Brad when I was 18, and struggling for notoriety 
as an athlete. He was a supportive and happy go lucky rugby player 
who eventually followed his path as an entrepreneur. We shared 
the same values of big dreams, digging deep and building commu-
nity. When we had our children Shane, Ryan, and Emma we looked 
for a school with a similar philosophy. We found that in BVG and its 
community of teachers. Our kids were encouraged and challenged 
to find their individual callings. They were held to high standards 
and wisely guided through the inevitable rough spots along the 
way. They have since graduated and continue on their unique paths 
backed by excellent academic foundations and a diverse, support-
ive network of friends from the Bayview Glen community.  
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“It’s hard to believe how much
skating has given me. I’ve been to 
12 Olympics; two as an ice dancer, 
nine as a television commentator 

and more recently as a coach 
in PyeongChang.”

ABOVE: Tracy and Rob McCall at the 
1988 Calgary Olympics
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The whole child
Co-curricular activities that nurture a growth mindset

by Karen Horsman 

Model UN

Global citizenship is at the root of this 
club in the Upper School. Bayview 
Glen students represent the school  
as delegates at an annual Model UN 

conference in which young Canadians from 
across the country take part. Delegates are 
presented with an assignment related to a 
present-day world issue such as protecting 
cultural heritage in war zones, restorative 
justice in the criminal system  or promoting 
climate resilience. The students conduct 
research on their topic and formulate a 
position for debate. This co-curricular 
emphasizes public speaking skills, 
teamwork, leadership and critical thinking. 
It’s also a unique opportunity to learn more 
about the United Nations and international 
relations. 

Working group at a 2018 Model UN meeting 
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Junior 
Leadership Club

Engagement and connection are the 
themes of this popular co-curricular 
activity. The Junior Leadership Club  
at the Lower School runs in late  

spring and draws students from Grades 2  
to 5. Students from the Prep School also act  
as mentors. Club members participate in a 
wide range of activities that tie directly  
into the Round Square Ideals of Democracy, 
Environmentalism, Adventure, Leadership, 
Service and International Understanding. 
For example, the students partnered with 
Water First, a nonprofit organization that 
focusses on bringing clean water to com-
munities in Ontario. To increase awareness  
of this issue, club members created and 
sold water droplet pendants at the lunch 
hour. Proceeds were donated directly to 
Water First. The students also participate  
in empathy games, write to international  
pen pals, explore the green-belt behind  
the Lower School, plant flowers and  
much more. 

ABOVE: Leadership circle at the Lower School 
2018  RIGHT: Receiving instruction in pen pal 
workshop 2018
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Global Ideas 
Institute

Making a meaningful contribution  
to the lives of people who live  
on the other side of the world is  
the goal of a popular co-curricular 

activity at Bayview Glen. The Global Ideas 
Institute (GII), at the Munk School of  
Global A�airs at the University of Toronto, 
encourages participants to develop innova-
tive solutions to complex world problems. 
Upper School students have worked on 
challenges ranging from access to electricity 
to food insecurity. GII culminates with an 
all-day symposium in which participants 
watch videos of a wide range of solutions. 
Each team then delivers a five-minute pitch 
to other school groups, teachers, mentors 
and a panel of expert judges. The day is a 
celebration of innovation and provides 
students with an opportunity to receive 
valuable feedback on the ideas they have 
worked hard on throughout the school year. 

Grade 8 
Problem-Based 

Learning

Think Dragon’s Den but without the 
dragons and with plenty of school 
time to formulate a brilliant idea  
and business plan. Partnering with 

Lucas Chang at Y2 Entrepreneurship Labs, 
Bayview Glen has imbedded entrepreneur-
ial thinking into the curriculum for Grade 8 
students. The 40-minute class introduced 
last year is called PBL or Problem-Based 
Learning. Mentored by Lucas and Prep 
School teachers, the teams spent months 
working collaboratively on projects related 
to the themes of mental health and sustain-
ability. The students developed workable 
solutions that resonated with them person-
ally and their peers. The result was a wide 
range of ideas, from turning garbage into 
eco-bricks to developing a sign-language 
translator app for the hearing impaired.

TOP TO BOTTOM: 2018 GII team at U of T; 
2018 PBL presentation in the J.T.M. Guest Theatre 
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DECA

DECA prepares emerging leaders  
and entrepreneurs for careers in  
marketing, finance, hospitality,  
and management. Through hands-

on experiences in a variety of fields, this 
club allows students to develop confidence 
and demonstrate leadership in the business 
community. At all three levels of competi-
tion (regional, provincial, and internation-
al), DECA members are challenged with 
comprehensive case-studies and multiple- 
choice exams. The DECA chapter at Bayview 
Glen trains members on a weekly basis by 
presenting lectures, o�ering mock case 
studies, and working with students individ-
ually. Competing against more than 10,000 
participants, our students have received 
awards at all three levels.

TOP TO BOTTOM: 2016 DECA planning meeting; 
DECA team trip to Washington, DC 2016

23 VIEWPOINT FALL 2018  |  BAYVIEW GLEN



There’s an APP for that 

by Kevin Deslauriers 

In the past, students who wanted to learn coding would tinker and 
explore on their own in an attempt to modify their favourite game. 
But programming is no longer what a select few students do  
individually; it is something everyone should be learning to ensure 
they have the skills required for the future marketplace. That is why 
coding is embedded into the Bayview Glen curriculum. Matthew 
Nam along with William Stanfield, who are developing games  for 
the iPhone, and Ehsan Hirji, who has been inspired to help elite  
soccer players improve their performance, are BVG students who 
have embraced the importance of programming for our future. 

Ehsan Hirji is passionate about soccer.
The Grade 11 student has been playing 
the beautiful game for more than a  
decade and is currently a member of 

the U21 Provincial Team with Sanjaxx  
Academy. He hopes to play soccer compet-
itively at University. Like many elite athletes, 
he needs to develop a portfolio to showcase  
his capabilities.

Fortunately, Ehsan’s entrepreneurial mindset 
is another area of strength for the Upper 
School student. He took it upon himself to 
design and develop an application that will 
not only help improve his soccer skills but will 
also help other players build a player profile 
as well.

Clutch is a platform that will allow elite soccer 
athletes to monitor different metrics that will 
provide constructive feedback on their game. 
It will also allow players to build a profile 
they can showcase to interested coaches 
and schools. Clutch is still in the design stage. 
Ehsan received invaluable input last summer 
when he got accepted into the Engaging in  
Entrepreneurship & Engineering (E3) 
programme where he worked on Clutch with 
students from the University of Waterloo. Ehsan Hirji in the Upper School student commons 
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It’s not uncommon to see Matthew Nam, a 
Grade 12 student, problem-solving his way 
through another piece of tricky code. As a  
game developer, he has already developed 

and released two of his own creations on the 
Apple App Store. Squaradox, his first success-
ful attempt at designing a game for the iOS 
platform, began more than five years ago. 
Squaradox required players to touch falling 
blocks before they hit the bottom of the 
screen. Through the long and challenging pro-
cess, he learned a tremendous amount about 
programing and different coding languages. 

Matthew also realized it was difficult to launch 
a successful game which generated a return. 

“It’s not easy to make a lot of money,” says 
Matthew. “No one is really going to download 
a game if they don’t know it’s there.” 

He went back to the drawing board, and this 
time he incorporated a business plan. With 
his new game Above the Clouds, he need-
ed help with marketing and promotion, so 
Matthew asked his fellow Grade 12 student 
William Stanfield to join the team. 

William set up an Instagram account, wam-
devmedia, in hopes of spreading the word 
about their new product. “It finally felt like 
a real game as we watched it go up in the 
charts,” says William. Above the Clouds  
eventually reached the Top 51 adventure 
games on the App Store and was receiving 
100 downloads a day. 

Mathew began the development of a third 
game called Ricochet and is happy to say  
that he has been able to incorporate some 
of the design and programming principles 
he learned from the Advanced Placement  
Computer Science course into the  
development. The two boys released 
Ricochet this fall. 

I thought failure 
was something to 
avoid at all costs.

Ehsan’s background in programming is rooted 
in the skills he learned at school, although 
he has done some work on the side to learn 
other technologies like Javascript and Python. 
What he really loves is coming up with ideas 
and the process of designing a solution to a 
problem. This led him to enter Clutch in the 
Province of Ontario, Pitch Competition where 
it received a great deal of interest.

It’s been a remarkable journey so far. “I 
thought failure was something to avoid at all 
costs,” says Ehsan. “But whether it’s as an  
athlete or in business, there’s always a lot to 
learn from failing. There is always feedback  
to gain and revisions to be made.” 

Ehsan is working hard to have the app ready  
in the next few months. “I’d like to help  
other athletes improve and reach their goal  
of playing competitive soccer, just like me,”  
says Ehsan. 

Upper School students Matthew Nam and  
William Stanfield 
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AI and Me
AN UPPER SCHOOL STUDENT IMMERSES HERSELF 

IN INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES 

by Stephanie Porfiris 

When I tell people I spend a great deal of my spare time researching 
brain-computer interfaces (BCI), I’m usually met with a quizzical 
look. BCI is the science of connecting the human brain to an  
external device or computer. I find the topic absolutely fascinating.

2018 Montreal C2 conference with Dan Ariely and 
other members of The Knowledge Society
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My passion for artificial
intelligence all began when 
Mr. Federico, (BVG’s Assistant  
Head of Academics),  told me 

about a programme that introduced young 
people to highly-advanced topics, like AI and 
virtual reality. The Knowledge Society (TKS) is 
an incubator for students to explore ideas and 
innovative concepts with other people who 
share similar interests. It has more than lived 
up to its praises. 

A large component of TKS is called Focus 
Areas. These are fields of research that most 
typically involve technology. I chose to spend 
my time learning about the medical appli-
cations of BCI, specifically in regard to spinal 
cord injuries and improving the quality of life 
of quadriplegics using a technology called 
neural dust. I have also been looking into 
another incredibly interesting field called the 
Internet of Things (IoT). I’m in the process of 
building an IoT device that will allow a plant  
to water itself. 

TKS has given me multiple amazing oppor-
tunities. I visited Toronto’s Google headquar-
ters and had the chance to “play with” some 
gadgets that have not yet been released. I was 
also given a private tour of Toronto’s Shopify 
headquarters. 

I was invited to speak at the 2018 Metamor-
phosis Girls STEM Conference about my work 
in the field of BCIs. I participated in Digifest 
and was a panelist at the TKS showcase, 
speaking about my experiences as a girl in 
tech. I have attended the Creative Destruction 
Lab in Toronto many times and have had the 
opportunity to interact and form relationships 
with some of Canada’s leading serial entrepre-
neurs. Another amazing opportunity was the 
chance to film a video with the Government 
of Ontario about blockchain technology. I 
also gave a presentation about the basics of 
blockchain to Mr. Osborne’s Introduction to 
Business class.

 My favourite experience so far has been 
attending C2 Montreal. Last spring, 14 TKS 
students and the two programme directors 
traveled to Montreal for four days. I had the 
opportunity to meet like-minded people 
at the conference while forging extremely 
strong relationships with my fellow TKS 
students. Highlights of C2 included a private 
meeting with the director of artificial intelli-
gence at Netflix, a long dialogue with Christine 
Renaud of e180; we also had a chance to hear 
a presentation by Dan Ariely, the world- 
renowned decision theorist. 

Currently, another TKS student and I are 
working on our not-for-profit initiative called 
Innovation Exchanges. (innovationexchang-
es.org). It will allow people to see some of 
the most untouched locations on earth. My 
journey with TKS is providing me with a wide 
range of new skills that I know will be useful 
when tackling entrepreneurial conquests in 
the future. 

I am extremely excited to see what next year 
will bring. 

LEFT: 2018 Digifest panel in Toronto 
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Our school crests

by Mark Fellin 

The School’s original diamond-shaped crest dates
back to the founding of Bayview Glen as a nursery and day 
school. The crest shows a young boy and girl under a tree,  
surrounded by the words “Bayview Glen Junior Schools”. As 

Bayview Glen grew to incorporate more students, the crest evolved 
to show the transformation the school had undergone. Our second 
crest took a standard approach, represented by a shield surrounded 
by a gold helm above and gold on the sides. On the shield, the lion is 
a symbol of courage; the Fleur-de-lis, a symbol dating back to ancient 

Circa 1985 - 1993

1993 - 2005

2005 to present

Circa 1970 to circa 1985

times is regarded as a sign of purity. The red colouring stands for 
passion and the white for peace. In 1993, our motto meaning “the 
truth shall make you free“ was added, and the gold removed. In 
2006, the crest was updated to reflect our current version. 

Our crest is a symbol that reflects who we are and what we stand 
for. It represents our courage and passion, our unique way of look-
ing at the world and educating our students to become responsible, 
productive and contributing members of the global community. 
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Alumni Reunion
Celebrating five honoured classes: 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008, 2013

Against the Grain – Corus Quay, May 4, 2018

CLASS OF 1993 FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Dr. Vinay Bhide, 
Amy Stein, Daniel Shehori

Vinay Bhide ‘93
PERIODONTAL SURGEON, TEACHER AND LECTURER 

“Having gone to Bayview Glen for 13 years, having been  
exposed to these incredible, amazing, talented teachers 
and peers kind of prepared me for a life that, if I wanted  
to be a lawyer, I could have been a lawyer. If I wanted  
to be a mathematician, I could have been a mathema- 
tician. So, that well-roundedness that was emphasized, 
the extracurricular stuff, not just the academics, I took  
that with me, and it helped me a lot in my four years  
at university.” 

Daniel Shehori ‘93
COMEDY WRITER, PR GURU AND AUTHOR OF MEDIA WHORE: 

A SHOCKINGLY SIMPLE GUIDE TO BECOMING YOUR OWN 

KICK ASS PUBLICIST

“So, what did I get from my high school? The most valuable 
thing from all of it was I find that everything in life is like 
high school. Any job I've gotten since any environment,  
any cultural scene I've been a part of since, is the same 
dynamics. We had a small class, so from Grade 7 to OAC, 
which we called it at the time, everybody was friends.  
I know somebody in Grade 12 in traditional high school  
would be very different from somebody in Grade 9, and 
they probably wouldn't interact so much. But in that  
context, we were all like one big class. Even if they were  
five years younger than you.”

continued >> 

Class Notes
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Adhil Dharrsi ’98
SALES REPRESENTATIVE AT iPRO REALTY 

“As a BVG lifer, my teachers knew me very well. It was 
almost like they were my second parents. I went to 
university for computer engineering and worked in IT for 
over a decade but then I wanted to try something new. 
It's completely not what I thought I would have done, but 
it's very cool. I think the discipline and support I received 
from Bayview Glen made me realize that I needed to  
work really hard. I also built a tight friendship circle with 
my graduating class. I was literally friends with everyone.” 

Ashley (Kane) Richard ‘98
SR. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST AT MANULIFE FINANCIAL 

“Bayview Glen is definitely a really tightly-knit community 
and I found that going to university, I was much better 
prepared than a lot of my friends. I gained a very strong 
foundation from a writing perspective. I credit that to a  
lot of grammar work in Grades 7 and 8. We were taught 
university-level writing which I’m grateful for since now  
I use my writing skills every day. I would say I also gained 
a strong foundation for life from BVG.”

CLASS OF 1998 FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Matthew Fryer,  
Ashley (Kane) Richard, Robert Thom, Adil Dharssi

Class Notes

30 VIEWPOINT FALL 2018  |  BAYVIEW GLEN



CLASS OF 2003: Adam Mamdani

Adam Mamdani ‘03 (pictured above, right)

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, BROKERAGE SALES, RBC

“Thinking about Bayview Glen, I think about the value of three things – the diversity and 
multiculturalism, the opportunity to shine in various areas in academics, arts, sports 
and the opportunity to be like a family, to become part of something. That’s what 
allowed me to do so many great things in the school. I became part of Student Council 
and really worked on the community service effort, which I continued to do day in and 
day out – and which I strongly feel has added so much value to me as an individual.” 

Class Notes
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Richard Wood ’08
PRESIDENT & CO-FOUNDER OF BOBCAYGEON BREWING CO. 

“I was in a free jazz quartet for a couple years playing  
saxophone; there were three or four of us that were  
really into music and the music teacher would help us  
find a room at lunch where we could just come play.  
I also remember having opportunities where we could  
go and escape and learn. I did service projects in the  
Galapagos Islands and Kenya. I remember having these 
awesome experiences with some of my classmates and 
some of our teachers would join. I really enjoyed the 
teachers I had at this school and I developed some great 
friendships with them.”

CLASS OF 2008, BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Craig O'Connor, Alanna Sarju, Louisa Nicolaou, Gamila Gallimore, Bianca Tomash, 
Katherine Rodd, Jason Meingarten, Jordan Neal, Stefan Rustscheff, Richard Wood  FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Colin Sue-Chue-Lam, 
Binod Singh, Jr., Rylee Jaikissoon, Chris Yeretsian

Class Notes
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Nicole Rustscheff ‘13
PROJECT MANAGER AT KAMRUS CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 

“I think the big thing about Bayview Glen was the emphasis 
on being well-rounded, especially for the kind of position 
I’m in today. I work as a project manager, so I’m on site and 
meet a lot of new people all the time. In the Upper School 
I did things like build sets and at university, I continued to 
build sets there with full access to a complete wood shop. 
And now I’m working in construction. We were taught dis-
cipline and time management and balance, which is great 
because then you go and you enter university or whatever, 
and you know that you have to be social. You want to try… 
at least I did.”

CLASS OF 2013, BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Nikki Rustscheff, Denzelle Hunter, Jordyn Listro, Chloe Lipson, Ana Zdravkovic, Natasha Puri, 
MIDDLE ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Rachel Marcus, Callum Scott, Brandon Shidlowski, Joshua Altro, John Servinis, Graham Mount, Emily Gayda, 
Rayna Pearlson, FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Justin Lee, Kevin Wong, Michael Dunk, Ali Mohammad Maleksabet

Class Notes
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The bridge over the Don River behind the 
Lower School at 275 Duncan Mill Road




