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Friday, April 9, 2021

Editor’s Note: Until We Meet Again

Back in October, a handful of writers met on a Microsoft
Teams call. As cameras turned on, and silence was exchanged
for smiles, we started to plan. This was the birth of The
Writer's Block, leading to our first issue, "New Beginnings,"
in November. Now, half a year later, those smiles have
strengthened us; we have so much to be proud of.

What does Family Mean?, an anonymous article from this
publication, beautifully examines the importance of family. In
many ways, our Writer's Block team is a family; ours is a

community of support, and we have watched each other grow. Since October, our
family has nearly tripled in size. There is always space for more on The Writer's
Block; writers, photographers, editors, designers should consider joining our family
next year. And if your talents lie elsewhere, don’t hesitate to reach out! It takes a
village to run a paper. 

The Writer's Block has always urged us to embrace the furious wave of ideas and
celebrate the imperfect draft. And when we opened that door, we were flooded with
writing; our six issues have published an impressive forty-five articles. We have
enjoyed and celebrated pieces featuring creative reflections on COVID-19, tips to
improve the student experience, exciting Bayview Glen news, and opinions on
world events; in reflecting, highlighting, and preserving this year's student voice and
experience, The Writer's Block has thrived.

In this issue, Christian and Anavi brilliantly dissect the Grade 12 experience in their
articles, Setting the World Aflame, and The World's Ceiling. As we approach the
end of the year, grads have started to tie their high school ribbons, leaving their
footprints in the sand. So, until we meet again, I'd also like to say goodbye and
thank you. Thank you to Ms. Della Mora and Mr. Sylvester for their endless
dedication and guidance, to the fabulous Writer's Block team who never cease to
amaze, to Jazmine for kicking it all off, to Sabina for the tips and support, and, of
course, to you, our lovely readers: thank you for following our journey this year.

This will be my last Editor's Note, although you can look forward to one more issue
before the close of the year, where you will hear from 2021-2022's heads of The
Writer's Block. I am thrilled to introduce this hardworking and impressive group as
Constantine Vrachas Matthaios, Maya Freedman, and Fanxiao (Franky) Liu. I have
no doubt that The Writer's Block will thrive under their leadership next year and
am so excited to read the future issues!

Hugs,

Emiko Wijeysundera
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Want to contribute to The Writer’s Block? Write a Letter to the Editor,
addressed to Constantine Vrachas Matthaios at cmatthaios@bayviewglen.ca, to be
included!
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We all have ups and downs and sometimes in the blandness of the everyday
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emerges a golden, relatable story.
 
I've often found it difficult to write a compelling piece that has no
dark themes or extremely extraordinary happenings. The struggles
of a protagonist, no matter how simple, can be intriguing if
written effectively. Think of this as a writing exercise and even if
you aren't in love with your piece, send it in and show us what
you came up with. Happy writing!

Notes:

two pages single spaced max.
give it a title!
send it in to aparekh@bayviewglen.ca when it's ready
Teams Anavi Parekh if you have any questions

Age 2 to University Entrance | Co-educational | Multicultural | Multi-
Denominational | IG: @bayviewglen_toronto 

Bayview Glen Independent School   275 Duncan Mill Road   Toronto, Ontario M3B 3H9  
416.443.1030
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A Reflection, One Year into the Pandemic
with Leela

Leela Bhide is a Grade 9 student with a passion for writing. She loves to
write anything, from analytical pieces to something as simple as a recipe for
a cookbook! Along with writing, you will most likely find Leela playing
volleyball, baking or re-watching The Vampire Diaries.

Just over a year ago, I would walk into school with my friends laughing and
talking, having never owned a face mask. We would sit shoulder to shoulder
and eat lunch together; sometimes we’d even share food. We heard stories
about this ‘Coronavirus’ but it didn’t impact our days. March Break arrived,
just like any other year, and we hugged each other goodbye as we prepared
for a relaxing two-week break and looked forward to exciting vacations.

Familiar faces lit up the TV screen, as the Coronavirus became COVID-19,
and on March 11th, 2020, the World Health Organization declared that we
were in a pandemic. We sat tight in our homes as rumours of a school
closure were speculated. An email, or Edsby message to be precise, was
sent to all of us saying that we would be doing online school on a program
called Microsoft Teams, for only two weeks. Two weeks became two more
weeks, which became two more weeks until eventually we were told that the

ABOUT US ADMISSIONS COVID-19 SCHOOLS ATHLETICS STUDENT LIFE

SUPPORT BVG ALUMNI

NEWS | EVENTS | PUBLICATIONS CURRENT PARENTS EDSBY CALENDAR CAMP

SOCIAL MEDIA

 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/reflection-one-year-pandemic-leela
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/about-us
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/admissions
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/COVID-19
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/schools
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/athletics
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/student-life
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/advancement/philanthropy
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/alumni
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news/news-and-events
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/current-parents
https://bayviewglen.edsby.com/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/calendar
https://www.bayviewglencamp.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/social-media-channels


school year would finish online. Those three months were a huge adjustment
for everyone; we had stayed in our houses for days on end, we had
transitioned into many online activities and we hadn’t seen each other in
person for a long time. The first lockdown was a memorable time, for better
or for worse; whipped coffee became a thing, everyone was watching Tiger
King or Outerbanks, and Zoom parties and baking were a pastime. Yeast
and toilet paper being in stock would have been a miracle, and we watched
through TV screens to see just how scary, real and baleful COVID-19 was.

Fast forward to a year later and we are here, where all those impossible
things we had to adjust to are now normal. We walk into school with a mask
on, and COVID-19 Screening Forms so that we can enter the school safely.
We stay 6-feet apart from our peers and teachers and our desks are spaced
out. We learn half online and participate in class through Microsoft Teams.
We are no longer in a full lockdown, restaurants and malls are beginning to
open up around the province, but we must wear masks and can’t gather in
our houses. Wearing a mask is the new norm and we can’t go anywhere
without one. All of our classes and clubs are virtual, and we spend more time
at home than ever. We are struggling with living through a pandemic and
having the virus spreading, but we are also seeing the light at the end of the
tunnel:vaccines are being produced and distributed to Canada! An amazing
accomplishment was being able to research and manufacture multiple
vaccines for COVID-19; even though kids are not yet approved for
vaccination, hopefully all adults will be vaccinated soon. Experiencing a
pandemic has been something that many of us could have never imagined,
andnow,we have grown, evolved and learned as humans.
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A Personal Reflection on Family

What is family to me?

When I was two, my parents got divorced. I do not remember anything about
their divorce, or any events from before then. All I knew was that I would
grow up with two families, not just one. Throughout my life, I have met so
many amazing new people. When I was four, I met my stepmom who
married my dad three years later. When I was twelve, I met my new baby
sister who I have become great friends with. There have been so many new
additions to my family throughout the years, that now I can’t imagine a life
without them. Every new person added to our family is another person I
know I can trust and appreciate endlessly.

Everybody is familiar with the saying “life has many chapters”. Each time a
new character is added who is significant to the story, they click with the
main character immediately. That’s how you know they are family. Although
the new character may seem unfamiliar at first, they are a crucial part to the
story. Without them there would be countless blank pages where memories
and experiences should be. Our life stories would be incomplete without
family filling up the chapters, no matter which chapter they join the story in.
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In our stories, each chapter is completely different from the last. There are
recurring characters appearing in every chapter, who make every page more
interesting and memorable. Some of them have been there since the very
beginning, watching over the main character, shaping them into the person
they currently are. Sometimes, the next chapter has a different setting or
plot. The story could suddenly become an adventure novel, a drama, or
even a mystery. The next chapter could be in a completely new place with a
completely new job. We have little control over the way our story changes,
but every page creates new memories and introduces new character, some
of which may become significant to the story later on.

Our life stories take twists and turns; some are for the better, others can
really hurt. Although new people appear on the pages every day, sometimes
characters who shaped us, who made sure we grew up right and helped us
turn the page when we needed help the most, don’t show up in the next
chapter. As hard as it seems to keep going, we must realize we were so
lucky to have had them in so many chapters of our lives. Those chapters are
the hardest to get through, but as a famous quote states, “Life has many
chapters for us. One bad one doesn’t mean it’s the end of the book.” We get
through the tough pages with help from the rest of our families, no matter
how difficult it may be.

Family does not just form your character. Family helps guide you through all
the events and happenings in life, even the most painful one’s. Family
creates and shares memories with you. They make you feel loved, they
create a feeling of safety, they help you laugh during tough times and keep
you laughing during good ones. 

 So, what is family to me? Family is a group of people you can always rely
on. They consistently have your back, they watch after you, making sure you
do the very best you possibly can, and they never fail to show up when you
need them most, even if it’s for something as simple as a hug. Family is
irreplaceable, and I am incredibly lucky to have been given two to create
memories with. Without my family, my story would not have anything in it. It
would be a series of blank pages and empty chapters. My life would be
nothing without them. To me, family is the most important thing anyone could
have, and I am so fortunate to have them in my story.
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Environmentally-Friendly Alternatives
with Julia

Julia Apitz-Grossman is in Grade 9 and has been at BVG for 7 years. She
has a variety of academic interests that range from learning languages to
writing stories. In her free time, you can find her playing video games,
listening to 70s music, and watching an unhealthy amount of Friends.

It’s 2021, and our fight against climate change is becoming more crucial than
ever. As often as we hear these staggering facts and statistics that come up
in the news and then briefly at dinner tables, it’s hard to know what exactly
the average person can do, and many of us end up leaving it to others to
deal with. In truth, it’s up to our generation, every person attending BVG, to
act upon the matter and make the difference that our planet is so
desperately begging for. Luckily for us, there are quite a few products that
have already come into the market that are made by people who have a
genuine care for the environment, one that we can all aspire to have. Here
are a few of these items that us students can use to make even a small
difference in terms of climate health and continuing to call the Earth our
home.
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1. Beeswax “Plastic” Wrap

Each day, almost all of us make or buy a lunch, often consisting of some
type of food wrapped in plastic wrap. Now, as convenient as this is, it is yet
another single-use plastic that is being thrown away and ending up in the
ocean;, ultimately finding a home in the stomach of marine animals. That’s
why the reusable beeswax paper version of this product is a much more
eco-conscious way to go. Each sheet comes in many different sizes, and
can be used over and over again with a simple rinse under the tap. They are
made with natural ingredients and therefore do not contribute to the massive
amount of plastic waste either. Plus, you can get them in a multitude of
patterns and colours to suit your own personal taste! 

Link to small business: https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/850413020/starter-kit-
set-of-5-beeswax-food-wrap

 

2. Compostable Sponges

https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/850413020/starter-kit-set-of-5-beeswax-food-wrap?ref=shop_home_active_1&frs=1&crt=1


 
 
The next item is the ultimate dishwashing necessity: the sponge. The
environmental impact of sponges is really not talked about enough. When
thrown out, they release microplastics into the ocean: tiny pieces of plastic
that are extremely detrimental to the health of aquatic species as a whole.
They also take over 10,000 years to decompose, which means that if
someone threw one out today, it would sit in a landfill/ocean until 12,021. As
an alternative, check out these compostable and biodegradable sponges.
The top of these eco-conscious sponges is made from sisal fibre, acquired
from the leaves of the agave plant, and the bottom, yellow part is made of
biodegradable, super-absorbent wood pulp. This is all-around an amazing
option for your kitchen.

Link to small business: https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/908441989/100-
compostable-and-biodegradable-sponge 
 

3. Biodegradable Phone Cases

https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/908441989/100-compostable-and-biodegradable-sponge?ref=shop_home_active_1&crt=1


It’s only a matter of time before our phone cases wear and tear, and end up
being thrown out. This is yet another major plastic polluter that is in such
massive demand, as almost everyone has a phone today. The good news is
that there are many businesses that sell biodegradable versions of our
favourite phone cases at similar prices! Whether you are interested in a solid
colour or one made with real flowers[EW2] , there is something for you. Plus,



if you want a new design after a while, there is no need for any guilt as you
can place the old case right into the compost bin.

Link to small business: https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/Gaeacase 
 

4. Tote Bags

Think to yourself, how many stores hand you your purchase in a single-use
plastic bag? The answer is: way too many. Nearly 2 million plastic bags are
used every single minute, amounting to around one trillion each year. This is
simply more than our planet can handle, which is why it is so important that
we change our ways. One very easy step is investing in reusable bags! They

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/Gaeacase?ref=simple-shop-header-name&listing_id=926194640


are stronger, nicer-looking, and of course, amazing for the environment. You
can get them in your favourite colours and patterns or use one like the one
pictured above which is corduroy and contains a handy zippered
compartment.

Link to small business: https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/940909007/corduroy-
eco-friendly-tote-bag-for 
 

5. Reusable Gift Wrap

https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/940909007/corduroy-eco-friendly-tote-bag-for?ref=shop_home_active_43&frs=1&crt=1


 
Finally, is reusable, fabric gift wrap. Unfortunately, regular gift wrap is often
not recyclable and requires many trees to be cut down only to end up in a
landfill after the big holiday. By using this fabric version, the wrapping can be
part of the gift! It can be reused over and over again, and does not create
the same mess as paper. Plus, you can find it in a wide variety of patterns in
order to match the taste of the gift receiver.

Link to small business: https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/900944511/stylish-
fabric-gift-wrap-eco-friendly 
 

https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/900944511/stylish-fabric-gift-wrap-eco-friendly?ref=shop_home_active_1&frs=1


Now is our time to make a difference. Every small action counts and  these
items are not only appealing to purchase, but inspiring for you to create the
next new sustainable product. Have a healthy, happy Earth Day. 
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A Literary Examination of Mental Health
with Kaitlin

Kaitlin Lo has been going to BVG since BG2. She likes drinking Pepsi,
upbeat music, and the colour pink. In fact, she’s probably opening a Pepsi
right now.

I sat in the lobby of the therapist’s office, alone, waiting for my name to be
called. My appointment was long overdue. Though I had not stepped foot in
this office for months, the reception room looked more or less the same
since I had last seen it. The walls were still the same colour of pale yellow,
the chairs were still plastic and somewhat uncomfortable, next to the same
vases of fake flowers. My therapist’s ever-growing collection of paintings no
longer covered one wall, and they now covered two of the walls. I was the
first appointment of the day, so hopefully I could avoid the other patients.

The therapist, who insisted I refer to her as Sara instead of her actual name,
Marie, opened the door to her office. “Oh! Lucy! I’m glad to see you here.
Come on in.” 
 I followed my therapist into her room- which was very different than the
decorating chaos of the reception. A short wooden table separated two
wicker chairs that sat near the window.
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“I’ve always enjoyed this room.” I softly said. “It’s very calm.”

“Thank you. It’s been a while since we’ve last had an appointment. How are
you doing?” She asked, fully knowing that the answer was not going to be
very good.

“I’ve been so stressed from school.” I let out a sigh and sunk a little into the
pillows of the wicker chair. “It’s exam time, and I just feel that I can’t catch up
with my other classmates. I’m so tired…”

“I see. You’re in 12th grade now, right? That must be quite the factor to your
stress as well.” She nodded and leaned back in her chair. “Let’s start with
relaxing your body a bit, Lucy. I can tell that your jaw is clenched.”

It was true. Following her instructions, I unclenched my jaw, relaxed my
shoulders, and took a long, deep breath.

“That’s good,” reassured Sara. “You should remind yourself to relax your
body physically every once in a while. Is there anything else that’s been
bothering you recently?”

“My auditory hallucinations are acting up again recently.” I said and thought
about it. “But other than that and school…”

“Ah, your auditory hallucinations again? They aren’t impacting you too
severely, are they?” Sara asks. I shook my head; my auditory hallucinations
were always bouts of music, and only annoyed me if anything.

“Actually, there is something.” I started to trail off. “Can I tell you?”

“Of course, do tell.” Sara stood up to get her pencil and pad.

“I had a weird dream last night.” I started, looking out the window.

-

I was sitting on a hill. There were other hills, and deep, long valleys that
connected them. It was really warm, and I felt really calm. I knew I should’ve
felt scared, because I didn’t know where I was, but for some reason, I wasn’t
frightened. The sun was shining on the red roofs of white houses in the
valleys. 
 



I stood up at some point, to walk up the hill and see the scenery better. At
the top of the hill, I stumbled upon a woman standing with an easel. A plaid
blanket was spread out on the grass and laying on it were two plates and a
picnic basket next to them. 
The woman’s hair was reddish-brown, long, and flowing. She wore a white t-
shirt with blue clouds, jeans, and tinted butterfly shaped sunglasses. She
had a very motherly aura, and I didn’t feel scared of her.

“Oh, hello there.” She noticed me walking uphill. “I don’t normally see people
walking on the hills here. They usually stay in the valley. A shame, because
the view up here is beautiful.”

I agreed - it was very nice up here on the hill. I tried to speak but found that I
couldn’t make any sound.

“Why not take a rest here?” She asked, putting her paintbrush down. She sat
down next to her picnic blanket. “You seem hungry, have some food.” Still
unable to speak, I tilted my head a bit in confusion to her, wondering who
she was.

“Oh.” She smiled. “My name is Ezra Hof D’Erde. I’m a travelling artist. Are
you an artist too?”

I shrugged and mimicked playing a violin. She nodded in understanding, and
gestured to the food, inviting me to eat.

“I think music is such a human thing.” She chuckled, offering me a bread roll.
“When people dance, does it make you happy? When you play your violin,
and people stare in awe at you, how do you feel?” I smiled and nodded - it
was indeed a good feeling, but my face dropped into a frown when I
remembered that I haven’t played the violin in a while due to my workload at
school.

Ezra brought out an amount of food that couldn’t have even fit in a basket.
Glass bottles of water come out not long after, as Ezra sighed and continued
talking.

“We’ve met before,” Ezra said sadly. “But it was when you were very young.
It’s okay if you don’t remember.”

I didn’t understand what she said, but she showed no signs of stopping. She
stood back up and went to her easel. Picking up her brush again, she



pondered her next stroke.

“I created you, you know?” Ezra said, as she painted red leaves in the trees.
“My creations are all exceptional!”

I still struggled to understand what she was saying at all. She looked nothing
like my mother.

“I hear your thoughts, your gripes, your happiness, your anger.” Ezra took off
her sunglasses and put them on her head. She turned to me, and I could
see wrinkles under her sky-blue eyes. “All my creations, all my art, I make it
perfect. So don’t hate yourself, please.”

I found myself suddenly able to speak. “I’m… I’m sorry?” I meekly
whispered, but Ezra shook her head.

“Go home, child.” She said, turning back to the easel. “It isn’t safe to leave
home for too long.”

-

“Hmm.” Sara was still scribbling away in her notepad. She turned it around.
“So, she looked kinda like this?”

To my amusement, Sara had drawn a picture of Ezra next to her notes. It
was a near splitting image.

“Yeah, that’s her!” I nodded. “It was really weird… I wonder what she meant
at all.” Sara turns her notepad back around.

“Maybe Ezra was a manifestation of your desire to get better.” Sara
pondered.

“That seems possible, but I still don’t get it. How am I supposed to stop my
anxiety just like,” I snapped my fingers, “That?”

“I don’t think she meant it immediately,” Sara says, writing more things down.
“I think she is telling you to slowly heal and get better. And that’s why I’m
here to help you.”

“Thanks Sara.” I said, as she passed me a tissue box.

“Alright, our time is almost up, so…” Sara starts to rip the page out of her
pad. 



Soon I was walking out of Sara’s office, feeling a bit better. I went to the
receptionist to talk about my next appointment. As soon as I was done, I
heard the main door swing open and closed. I turned around instinctively.

“Oh!” The person said, holding multiple paintings.  “Hello there!”

 

It was Ezra Hof D’Erde.

-

The National Alliance on Mental Illness states that the average age of early
signs of mental illnesses starts at 14. As most of us are that age, or even
well past that age, it is important to be informed and aware. 
As Lucy does here with Sara, she talks about her concerns and tries to
make sense of her dream. 
Talking about your problems and situations like this can help make sense of
a solution and can help release some pent-up feelings. 
Sara also notes that Lucy is tense, and instructs her to relax her shoulders
and unclench her jaw, which is a good technique to ease a tense body. 
It’s important to talk any concerns you might have with a trusted adult,
teacher, or even your doctor. 
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The teachers give their thoughts on the
change to an April Break with
Constantine

Constantine is a Grade 10 student, and an admirer of the written word. He
can be found writing poems or spinning tales no matter the place or time.

Nearly every article on The Writer’s Block has been about the students.
Their perspectives and experiences are always displayed for readers curious
to see what life is like in the Upper School. On the flip side, however, there
are no articles about the teachers. Their opinions have remained closed to
us until now. In this article, three teachers give their thoughts on March
Break being moved to April.

 

Mr. Stott

In Mr. Stott’s ideal world, March Break would be March Break, not April
Break. He much prefers the usual routine of our vacation system, with a two-
week break halfway between January and June. “Humans are habitual
creatures,” Mr. Stott says. From his early years of schooling to his current
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days of teaching, he expected March Break because it’s always been there.
“The timing is what you get used to,” he remarks, adding that it affects the
“rhythm of the classes and how we plan.” Every year, whether he was
planning for Business or English or something else, he always scheduled his
classes around March Break. Now that the rhythm has been upset, Mr. Stott
has had to rework some schedules.

Thankfully, school was the only part of Mr. Stott’s life that was really affected
by the move to April. He had no “big plans” for the break, so when the
teachers were informed about the change, the move was “fairly easy to
handle.” Astutely, Mr. Stott had anticipated that something like this would
happen. He knew that something would be done to interrupt travel plans in
order to delay another case spike like the one that happened in December.

When asked if he would have to do more work over the break because of its
newfound proximity to exams, Mr. Stott said no. Based on what he’s seen of
school this year, he would have had “quite a bit” of work now—more than in
April. The new timing works out well for Mr. Stott, giving him and his students
a chance to recharge. Usually, Mr. Stott tries to use the March Break as a
chance to reflect and regenerate after months of hard work. He “tries to
break when breaks are given,” and is known to tell his students that he
“respect[s] breaks.” However, school is never too far from his mind, as
something on TV or something he sees on the street will remind him of a
subject he teaches. He is a “consummate teacher,” as he puts it himself.

Overall, Mr. Stott hasn’t been overly put out by the change in schedule this
year. Although he prefers a true March Break, the move has not caused any
major problems or scheduling woes. He has actually been advantaged this
year, in terms of timing and workload. In a time of uncertainty, Mr. Stott has
adapted well to all the changes life has thrown him. He can handle this one
just as well.

 

Ms. McArthur

Just like Mr. Stott, Ms. McArthur would rather have March Break in March.
She liked how the original placement—exactly halfway between June and
January—gave everyone a break in the middle of third term. It was like a
marker, denoting the final stretch of the year.



Despite her inclination towards the original March Break, Ms. McArthur has
not had any major issues with the move. She has “had to do a bit of
rejigging,” but that should come as a surprise to no one, since “rejigging” is
something that everyone has been doing lately. Thankfully, her workload has
not increased; it has only been distributed differently. As she put it, the work
“would be the same whether it’s now, or April, or we got rid of the March
Break and ended school early!” The only difference now is when the work
will take place, not how much will take place.

When Ms. McArthur is not working over the March (or April) Break, she
always tries to take time for family and for herself. There’s “always work to
catch up on,” but Ms. McArthur knows that it’s just as important for the
teachers as it is for the students to spend time for themselves.

Although Ms. McArthur was not expecting this change as Mr. Stott was, she
had an astute observation. She sees the sense in having the break right
after Easter weekend, because if people congregate on Easter and contract
COVID-19, they won’t be at school when symptoms develop.

At the end of the day, even though Ms. McArthur prefers March Break in
March, she understands the wisdom in following the safety precautions set
by the government. Her situation hasn’t worsened, so there isn’t major cause
to complain. With an optimistic attitude and a reasoned approach, Ms.
McArthur has staved off the worst effects of a postponed break.

 

Ms. Russell

Ms. Russell finds the original placement of the March Break “ideal.” Situated
nearly halfway through the second part of the year, it gives everyone a
much-needed break. This has become even more apparent to Ms. Russell
this year, as she’s noticed many of her students are “more tired” than
normal. She supports the decision to follow the government’s guidelines, of
course, but it would be much easier on her and her students to have a break
when they expect it. However, “this is not a normal year,” Ms. Russell
concedes, so nobody should be expecting anything with certainty at all.

Over the March Break, Ms. Russell usually takes the first and last weekends
to plan, mark, and catch up on schoolwork. In between, she uses the rest of
the time to take a break, allowing herself to regenerate and make it through



to the end of the term. Ms. Russell was initially disappointed with the change
in timing, because she had planned a solo trip across Ontario to fill those
two weeks and unfortunately had to cancel the excursion due to the move.
However, last year, Ms. Russell had to spend the last week taking a course
on online teaching, so 2021’s April Break is much better in content, if not
placement.

Like all the other teachers, there was rearranging to be done in terms of
course material, but there were no major changes made in any of her
courses. Her workload has not increased either, so that is another plus—or
at least, not a negative—to be found in this situation.

In general, Ms. Russell is not happy about March Break being postponed,
but then again, nobody is. She supports the decision to follow the
government’s safety recommendations, even if they are optional. Even if Ms.
Russell’s trip was cancelled, she gets a full two weeks off this year. Although
(or because) she has to wait for the break longer, she will enjoy it even
more. There are downsides and upsides to every situation, as Ms. Russell
has noted. In this situation, as with any, she will try to make the most of the
upsides and enjoy her well-deserved (and long-awaited) April Break.

 

Waiting an extra month for the March Break is not easy on anyone, even the
teachers. However, with their experience, insightfulness and optimism, they
have managed to uphold their standards of teaching through to the end and
can finally enjoy the well-deserved and much-anticipated April Break.

Newsletters Referencing this Item
The Writer’s Block | Issue #6 (04/09/2021)

Bayview Glen Independent School   275 Duncan Mill Road   Toronto, Ontario M3B
3H9   416.443.1030

       

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/thewritersblock-issue6
https://twitter.com/bayviewglen
https://www.facebook.com/bayviewglen/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BVGSchool
https://www.instagram.com/bayviewglen_toronto/


The Truth with Special Eddie

The Whisperer is a crazy guy who lives under the deck. He is the unofficial
BVG conspirator. He spends his time looking at his student council pin whom
he calls “my valuable”.
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Graduation through the Eyes of Two
Students with Anavi

Anavi has been writing since she was a child and uses it as an outlet to de-
stress. She hopes her last year will go out with a bang.

I lean back in my chair and stare above me. When my eyes finally focus, I
see a faint red spot from when I squeezed my freezie too hard and the
strawberry syrup had sprayed onto the ceiling, leaving a stain that refused to
wash out, no matter how many wet wipes I used. I turn to my left and see the
door to a classroom. That was where my first block in Grade 9 took place. I
still remember what my Science teacher told me that day:
“Look around, kids. You will never have a first class of high school ever
again.”
 
And now, in my final term of Grade 12, that memory has returned to haunt
me with a vigorous passion. Because it’s worse now. Not only will I never
have a first class again, this classroom will become foreign to me. I won’t
see a teacher again, and if I do, it’ll be different; I won’t be a student
anymore, but an alum. This school— where every corner is familiar, personal
and mine, will become a building filled with faces I no longer recognize. I
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was raised here, and to move away from it would be to abandon everything I
am comfortable with. How can I leave my home?

___

I refresh the page on the Application and Documentation Status page.

3:46 AM

Status: Ready for Review

I refresh again.

3:47 AM 

Status: Ready for Review

I push back from my table and spin as my chair rolls away. I look up. My
room’s ceiling still has those plastic glow-in-the-dark stars Gorilla Glued to it,
and no matter how desperately I try to rip them off, they refuse to give. Now
every time I look up, they remind me of how trapped I am by memories of my
past. Not that they are unhappy memories. It’s just that when my gaze
moves from the plastic stars to the real ones outside, I’m reminded how big
the world is. How somewhere, there is a place for me. But I won’t find it here.
No, I need to leave high school and move on to bigger and better things.

And now, in my final term of Grade 12, this dream is finally tangible.
Because I’m almost there. I’ve done all the right things, and it’s finally time to
say goodbye to those pastel stars taunting me. This place— it’s my limit.
Every corner is familiar, repetitive and overdone. There is more out there. I
just need to get into my programme, and I’ll be set.

Whatever is next, I am ready for it.

___

These characters don’t have names, and they don’t need to. They’re
everyone and no one. They’re faceless and yet they represent the
sentiments of many Grade 12 students. For the first student, and for many of
us now with COVID-19, the tendency to cling to what we know is intensified,
to hold onto a known place in a tumultuous time. And if one identifies with
the second protagonist, they are reminded that there is no such thing as
‘safe’ in a world like ours. Disaster can hit anywhere, reminding us that even



the promise of a protected home is a lie. And you don’t have to be one or
another. I know because both characters are versions of my own sentiments.
Graduation is always a bittersweet moment, and although this year, we may
not have the option to cross the milestones that are so frequently associated
with the end of Grade 12, we are still leaving. We are still starting again.
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A Reflective Piece on Graduating with
Christian

Christian is a Grade 12 student who is looking to have a great final year! He
adores writing, specifically creative writing.

            Pride is the colour of my hair. I let it blow in the wind while the
pleasantly warm air brushes against my face. Excitement is the tone of my
voice, ringing in the ears of those I speak to. I encompass over seventy
unique individuals who are ready to set the world on fire.

            My lips are dry and cracked, my eyes are young and blind. I control
my breathing well, even though I am often panicked. My name is Grade
Twelve, and I am the future.

            I have been restrained, muzzled, and restricted. But I understand
that lives are being saved as a result. It is crucial that I stay
responsible...something that I know, but something that is hard to be
disciplined in. The past year has slashed and crippled our society, carving it
down to its skeletal frame. And it will absolutely take time to build everything
back up, which is frustrating.
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            That evening, I log off my computer and come back to the real world.
The stars glisten from outside my bedroom window. Silence, oh beautiful
silence.

            Leaning back in my chair, I think of fire. Flames, gouging, burning,
helping, innovating, creating. All of the individuals that I encompass, that is
what we will do; set the world aflame. We will burn every city that exists with
our powerful ambition, with our artistic creativity, with our willingness to do
what is right. With our fire, we will create a better world, we will do good.

            My name is Grade Twelve, and my eyes are young. My brain has not
fully developed. But that is fine, because very soon, beautiful flames will
hungrily consume everything.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------

This half of the article is a response to what was written, to the hope and
excitement that I have for the class of 2021.

I have been at Bayview Glen since Grade 3. Being a part of the community
for this long has evoked a sort of patriotism to the student body. I have been
frustrated with my peers at times, as we all have, but when it comes down to
it, our grade is made up of very smart people.

As the school year slowly begins to come to a close, university is on
everyone’s minds. Many Grade 12 students have already accepted program
offers, myself included. My peers would agree that anticipation fuels my
mind when I think about university. I am excited for what I will be learning, as
well as the new life that awaits me. I am assuming that this is a quite
universal feeling that applies to the vast majority of the grade, something
that I implied in the piece above.

The fire symbol that was repeated numerous times held a simple yet
important message: our generation is the future. Our ideas will set the world
on fire. So, these are not flames that destroy, but rather flames that bring
hope to everything that it touches. 

And finally, it is important to recognize that our senior year is a twisted image
of what we expected it to be. I am tired...we are tired. A lot of the time, it is
difficult to stay disciplined and strictly follow the rules. But we must.



So, let’s set our sights on brighter things, and of course, let’s burn
everything.
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Half-courses, explained with Delnaz

Delnaz is a Grade 9 student and she plays the drums and loves to cook!

There is a specific feeling you get when you are in the middle of doing
schoolwork and you glance at your schedule for half a second. Suddenly,
you realize that you have a couple of more assignments to do, and you
haven’t even started yet. You tell yourself that you have the potential to keep
working and get all the work done in time. While thinking about your courses
can give you an overwhelming feeling, there is the excitement of
accomplishment that arrives after you have done the work. You just keep
working on assignments until you need a break from school, and you
collapse on your bed. Some of you might even be pursing reach-ahead
credits.  You are far from alone; remember that other students are going
through the exact same thing. However, if you are taking any half-courses
this semester or in the past, this routine is going to change. A lot of students
might not have taken half-courses at all in the Upper School, so let’s
breakdown what exactly half courses are.

Half-courses are courses that only take half of the semester to complete and
give you half a point credit. To graduate high school, students must have a
total of 30 course credit points.  As these courses only take half of the
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semester to complete, students may have more time to focus on other
courses for the other half of the semester. On the other hand, some students
might have taken two half-courses which doesn’t make that much difference
timewise but does increase the variety in courses. For example, in grade 10,
students must take a career and civics course. Career and civics are both
half-courses. Therefore, when one course finishes, the other course starts.
One of the disadvantages of taking half-courses is that there is less time to
prove one’s capability in the skills required for the course.

At Bayview Glen, half-courses usually take half of the semester. In other
schools, half courses can also be achieved by holding fewer classes in a
semester. Overall, half-courses are interesting to take. They increase your
knowledge in short amount of time!
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Exploring the myth of the Ship of
Theseus with Alan

Alan likes argui-sorry, debating. He also enjoys science and public speaking,
that’s pretty much it.

There is an old Greek legend about Theseus, the mythical founder of
Athens. It is said that he sailed back from Crete with Athens’ youth. This
famous ship, as the legend describes, was preserved in a museum for a
long time. As each plank of wood began to rot and decay, it was replaced
with a new one, kind of like how a river constantly replenishes itself.
Eventually, every piece, every plank, every sheet of fabric, and every oar
was replaced. So, the question emerges: Is this still the Ship of Theseus? 

The first answer to most people would be no, that it is no longer the Ship of
Theseus. But then another question remains, at what point is it no longer
the Ship of Theseus? After the first plank had rotted away? Perhaps
when the majority of the ship was rebuilt? Or maybe when the last piece of
fabric was replaced.  Let’s say it was the former, that when the
last plank was replaced, it was a new ship entirely. The argument could then
be made that rivers, like rotting ships, grow and change and
thus, a river becomes a different river every few seconds. But you
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could also say, “Well they retain the same place, identity and name,” to
which a logical answer would conclude that the same goes for the
Ship of Thesus. Oh no. 

The second answer is to say, well yes. Its identity and purpose remain the
same, and the meaning of the legend and Theseus’s voyage is still attached
to the Ship, and even if it rots, it will still be the Ship of Theseus. But then
one could say that if it rotted away entirely into mold and dust, it wouldn’t be
the Ship of Theseus, but rather the Dust of Theseus. All meaning of the ship
would be gone, its only attachment being to Theseus. But that is the exactly
the same as the meaning of Theseus in general. Oh no. 

The final answer would be to say that there is no answer, that the identity of
a ship or a thing is constantly changing and thus identity doesn’t exist to an
extent. But then we aren’t Bayview Glen, we aren’t students and teachers,
and we aren’t us. Oh no. 

Oh no indeed.
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A Between The Lines Submission from
Christian

The rising temperature gnaws at the snow. Gradually, winter is saying its
farewell until it meets us again.

The trees share looks of excitement as spring prepares to emerge. Sitting in
its nest, a cardinal calmly sleeps while a branch hovers overhead. A rabbit
plummets into the snow, returning to the surface just a few seconds later.
Everything is quiet at this time of year, which gives people time to think. The
early nights that winter brings will be missed, but it is fine, as it will return in
the new year.

Simplicity at its finest.

--

Following winter’s length, spring extends its limbs. It comes at us quickly and
without warning, but we are glad; a surprise can be a nice thing. A lot of
people like spring for one reason in particular: it marks the end of the short
days and frigid nights. After months and months of grey skies and wet snow,
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winter becomes an aggravating annoyance. That just makes spring even
more of a gift.

Turning in on itself, winter condenses into something more attractive:
animals come out from their shelter and expose themselves to the world,
squinting. Branches regain their buds and we become more excited for the
rest of the year ahead. Around us is life. Lots of it, rapidly emerging.

Then spring boils into summer.

--

Swelling heat spreads through the lush forests. The scent of oak and moss
linger in the air. Similar to the snow in winter, the lakes in summer glisten on
a nice day as campers and cottage folk canoe across. Everything is awake
during this time of year; wide-eyed and aware of what they want. It is
interesting to notice how much sunlight influences our mood. And summer
comes with an abundance of that.

People rest on the beaches’ sands. They gaze out at the oceans and lakes
as sailboats cruise along. The masts stand tall on these boats, the wind’s
pressure pushing against the sails. Everything flows so nicely. On a truly
beautiful day, negative thoughts are rare.

The sun shines over the busyness of cities as cyclists make their way
through parks, living in the moment. The buzz of an urban area rings the
most during summer. Although the season can be an opportunity to get
things done, it is a blissful call for relaxation. This is when the world
crescendos to its peak.

Then summer turns into autumn.

--

Autumn is a transitional period from the productive summer to the reflective
winter. It is a little bit of an in-between, a shoulder season, not quiet, but also
not quick, not busy. Everything starts to wind down by the time autumn
saunters in. People take in longer inhales and expel longer exhales.

Tensity dissipates.

Urban areas start to become dimmer because winter approaches. Coats and
sweaters are wrapped around people’s torsos, hot coffee firmly in hand.



Their breaths are visible.

Yellow and orange leaves flood the ground. The sun’s rays shine across the
sea of warm colours, causing a bright glow to radiate. Birds prepare for
migration. Their wings repetitively flap over forests and valleys; they are
lucky to see them from that angle. Autumn is just so picturesque, isn’t it?

--

What a dynamic world we live in! It is always changing and will continue to
do so. We cannot be sure about what the future holds: as there will always
be new problems to face, and new innovations to lift society higher.

Technology is an inseparable part of our lives, especially amidst a pandemic.
When online exposure begins to punch and kick at our minds, nature is a
good cure. A heavy weight can easily be lifted off our shoulders with a little
bit of fresh air.

The thing that is so comforting about the seasons is that no matter what the
future holds, every year will rotate through these four stages. It is something
that we can count on. We are born in spring, mature in summer, grow wise in
autumn, and retreat in winter. Then repeat.

Leaves will cycle through green, yellow, orange, nothing, and back to green;
that is how it is and how it always will be. Simplicity at its finest.
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