COVID-19: School Update
for Principals
December 1st, 2021

Agenda
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Data
Omicron-VOC
Provincial Guidance Updates for Schools
Holiday Guidance
COVID-19 Vaccines
Scenario
Questions

Please Note

•

•

Resources or items that are underlined indicate a
hyperlink.
As we learn more about COVID-19, the
recommendations provided may change.

Monitoring Dashboard- Toronto

School Data-Toronto COVID-19 Data
Active Outbreaks
In Schools

24
•
•
•

•

Cumulative
Total Case Counts
Outbreaks
For this school
year Sept 2021
onwards
Active Outbreaks
92
329
In Schools

Average Cases per outbreak = 3.6
Average Outbreak duration= 20.5
For number of cases in schools, please go to the Ministry of
Education website
For Toronto COVID Data, see the TPH website: Status of Cases in
Toronto
*Data as of : Nov 30, 2021

Key Metrics

•

•

•
•

•

Key metrics show a gradual increase in cases: hospitalizations
remains low.
Transmission has increased slightly, which was predicted with colder
weather and more socializing indoors.
Over 85% of Torontonians aged 12 and over are fully vaccinated.
Entero/Rhinovirus is the most common non-COVID-19 circulating
respiratory disease in Toronto.
There is limited influenza activity observed this season in Toronto and
across Canada

Omicron Variant of Concern (VOC)-Lineage
B.1.1.529
•
•

•

•

•
•

New variant identified – in an area of poor vaccination rates
New variants develop when the virus continues to transmit –
vaccination can prevent the creation of new variants
To date in Ontario – the variants that have circulated during the
pandemic have had good protection from the vaccine (original strain,
alpha and delta variant)
New variant shows that we have to continue progress to achieve the
highest vaccination rates possible to reduce as much spread as
possible, and keep continued vigilance against this virus.
Continue with public health measures.
Booster doses may be recommended to boost vaccine immunity for
further protection
Continued on next slide

Omicron VOC
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

The list of travel locations may be updated as we learn more about the
new variant.
Anyone experiencing symptoms, even if they are mild, is strongly
recommended to get tested.
If you are eligible for a booster dose, please book your appointment
today to provide yourself with an extra layer of protection.
The government is working to accelerate the rollout of booster doses to
additional age groups and will provide more details this week. If you
have not yet received the vaccine, please do so today
See Federal news release
Provincial News Release
and Public Health Ontario.

Provincial School Guidance updates
The Ministry of Education has updated their COVID-19: Health,
safety and operational guidance for schools (2021-2022)
To allow for more time to roll-out the COVID-19 vaccine, the Chief
Medical Officer of Health has recommended a cautious approach
including:






Virtual-only parent teacher conferences/interviews in elementary and
secondary schools;
Starting in January, virtual-only assemblies in elementary schools
unless a local PHU/school chooses to enforce this measure earlier; and
Restricting lunches/breaks to classroom cohort when indoors, where
distancing between cohorts cannot be maintained in elementary
schools.

TPH COVID-19
Guidance for Schools
JK to Grade 12
(French) will be
updated to reflect
these provincial
updates soon.
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PDF LINK. Please go here for more information

General Principals for Holiday Gatherings
outside of the School
In general…









Virtual gatherings or events are the safest way to celebrate,
especially if people in the group are unvaccinated or if their
vaccination status is unknown.
Gatherings or events outdoors are safer than indoors.
The fewer people who gather, the lower the risk of COVID-19
transmission.
It is important to remember that knowing someone does not
reduce the risk of transmitting COVID-19.
Indoor and Outdoor limits in the provincial order should be
followed.
Continued on next slide
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Messages for Parents re Outdoor
Organized Public Events
Messages for families attending organized outdoor public events
If you choose to hold or attend outdoor organized public events, including
parades, memorial ceremonies and other events (such as lighting
ceremonies), remember:

while outdoor settings are safer than indoor ones, the risk of COVID-19
transmission is not eliminated


if you plan on attending any outdoor organized public events you should:

• avoid crowds as much as possible and maintain a physical distance of
two metres from others who are not from your household (and
vaccination status is unknown)
• individuals performing in parades should be fully vaccinated and wear
face coverings if physically distancing is not possible Image from: Wikimedia Commons

Holiday resource

For more information go to the province of Ontario Web
Celebrate safely during COVID-19 | ontario.ca (FRENCH)

Holiday Celebrations in the School- School Staff

•

•

In-person staff holiday gatherings are not recommended at
this time. Virtual gatherings or events are the safest way to
celebrate the holidays with co-workers.
From a COVID-19 perspective exchanging gifts is
permitted. Encourage staff to practice hand hygiene before
and after touching or handling gifts and maintain a physical
distance from other staff.

Image from Noun Project

Holiday Celebrations in the School-Students
•

•

•

Class cohorts can have holiday celebration in class within a class
cohort only, which includes doing crafts, and art activities.
It is not recommended to have food during the celebration as
students will need to remove their mask.
From a COVID-19 perspective exchanging gifts is permitted..
Encourage staff/students to practice hand hygiene before and
after touching or handling gifts and maintain a physical distance
as much as possible.
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PDF LINK

FRENCH

FOR MORE INFORMATION –GO here and on school parent page

Vaccine Updates- Toronto Stats

NEW

LINK to Data

Second COVID-19 Vaccine Doses- 8 weeks
optimal interval
•

•

•





The optimal interval between the first and second dose is 8 weeks for
a mRNA vaccine and at least 8 weeks for an AstraZeneca vaccine.
Recommended because it allows for a
better immune response to the second dose,
and it is associated with a lower rate of side effects.
Data suggests that protection can be improved when the interval
between the first and second doses are extended beyond the original
manufacturer’s recommended interval
Individuals may choose to speak with their primary care provider
about what interval is best for them considering individual risks. The
authorized interval may still be used.
See TPH Web for more information
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As of November 29th

Data on the CDC COVID Data Tracker indicate that over
4.2 million children < 12 years of age have received at
least one dose. Some are also already fully vaccinated!

Pediatric COVID-19 Second Doses









It is strongly recommended that everyone (5 years of age and older)
get two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine
children should get their second dose 8 weeks after receiving their
first dose
Children who receive the pediatric Pfizer vaccine (10 mcg) for their
first dose and who turn 12 years old before getting the second dose
may receive the youth/adult Pfizer vaccine (30 mcg). If the second
dose given is the pediatric Pfizer vaccine, this is considered valid.
A child will be considered fully vaccinated when they receive two
doses of the vaccine AND 14 days have passed since the second
dose.
Image from: Wake forest law review

Team Toronto presents Toronto Kids
Vaccine Day at Scotiabank Arena
See News Release

On Sunday, December 12, 2021
10 am to 6 PM
Toronto’s youngest community health superheroes will have a chance to receive
their COVID-19 vaccine at Scotiabank Arena as part of Toronto Kids Vaccine Day
• Superhero-themed special event
For More information and to book an appointment go to:
COVID-19 Children and Vaccines: Toronto Kids Vaccine Day:

Covid-19 vaccine Side effects in children
COVID-19 side effects in children are similar to those seen in adults. Side
effects are usually mild and go away within 1-3 days. They include:

Sore arm near the injection site

Feeling tired

Headache

Achy muscles or joints

Fever and chills
If a child has a fever post vaccination it would be recommended that they get
tested as fever only occurs among approx. 6% of children post COVID-19
vaccine. The other symptoms are not on the student COVID-19 screener.

Next Session:
Thursday December 2,
2021 @ 11 am. Go here
for more information on
how to join.

Go here for past
recordings
Sessions will be held in English

New resource
Province of OntarioCOVID-19 Vaccine
Information Sheet; For
Children (age 5-11)
•
English PDF
•
French PDF

New Provincial
Resource

Province of OntarioCOVID-19 Vaccine
for Children and
Youth
English PDF
French PDF
•
•

New resource
TPH New Resource
Pediatric Pfizer-BioNtechCOVID19 Vaccine-Children ae 5-11.



English PDF
French is in progress and
will be posted here.

SCENARIO

Scenario-

Josie is an elementary school student who is 11 years old,
turning 12 years old in two months. Josie is now eligible for
the pediatric COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine (10 mcg). Her
mother wants to know if she should hold off having Josie
immunized and wait until Josie turns 12 to get the
youth/adult Pfizer vaccine at a higher dose (30 mcg). She
wonders if doing so would provide stronger immunity for
Josie
Which vaccine should Josie get?

Scenario- Response










The COVID-19 vaccine dose is based on current age, not
weight or other factors.
Josie should get the pediatric vaccine as soon as she is
able, based on her current age.
Josie will require parental consent for her first dose.
COVID-19 vaccination should not be delayed. Building
immunity sooner is important.
If Josie turns 12 before she receives the second dose,
she may receive the youth/adult Pfizer vaccine (30 mcg) as
her second dose.

Questions
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Please note:
•

With all questions:
The responses are general responses. They are not meant to be
used in place of, or instead of a CDI’s (communicable disease
investigator) recommendation. The CDI will have the specific
details of the scenario that are unavailable when providing a
specific responses in this power point.

Question
Can schools have outdoor Christmas Concerts? For
students? Or invite parents?
Answer
•
Virtual events are currently encouraged at this time
•
Non essential visitors to the school are not recommended at
this time.

Question
Can students sit in other students’ seats and desks during
lunch if they are sanitized afterwards if they are in the
same class?
Answer
•
•

Students in the same cohort can sit in other students desk
Consideration should be given to cleaning/disinfecting a room/space
that is shared by cohorts or has other user groups before and after the
space is used by each cohort group if possible.

Question
Can student chairs be brought over to other student desks
(areas), so that students can speak with friends during
lunch, if fully masked
Answer
•

•

Students should remain physically distanced as much as possible from
other students in the class cohort.
When different cohorts interact in shared indoor spaces, masking and
at least two metres/six feet distancing should be maintained between
cohorts.

Question
Are students allowed to play cards and games together (e.g., during
lunch recess), in the same class if they sanitize before and after
playing, the cards remain at school, and they are fully masked?

Answer
•

•

It is recommended that students remain in their cohorts during recess
particularly if in they are in JK-grade 6
Shared materials are permitted within cohorts with hand hygiene
encouraged

Question
Why are siblings, who are not vaccinated, allowed to stay in school
when their sibling is sent home as a close contact? Or has this
changed? This has led to spread in classes and on buses.
Answer
•
The current provincial guidance re school screening does not indicate that
this is required unless the close contact tests positive or has symptoms.
•
If the close contact has symptoms, siblings who are not fully vaccinated are
required to stay home. The close contact should be tested.
•
Close contacts are recommended to go for testing immediately and after 7
days. If they test positive for COVID-19, siblings who are not fully vaccinated
will be required to stay home.

Question
With the emergence of the omicron variant, I wonder how long it will be
before we see a variant that will be resistant to the existing
vaccines. We are very fortunate to live in a place where we are being
considered for our third vaccine and vaccines for our 5-11 year
olds. It begs the question, at what point do we focus our vaccination
efforts on a global level? It seems so much energy and time is spent
debating and arguing about “rights” and the right to choose and yet,
there is a failure to recognize the privilege that is associated with even
having a choice.

Continued on Next slide

Answer
Federally there is work being done with the World Health
Organization to address some of these very important
points, including equity.

Question
With elementary students being vaccinated, some students may have
after effects of the vaccine. What symptoms are considered ok for
the student to attend school in the days following their vaccine?
Answer
•
If a student has symptoms of a mild headache, tiredness, sore muscles or
joints that occur within 48 hours after getting a COVID-19 vaccine, they
can still attend school and wear a properly fitted mask. If their symptoms
last longer than 48 hours or worsen, they are to stay home, self-isolate
and get tested
•
If they have other symptoms such as a fever, it is recommended that they
go for testing.

Thank You!

Merci
Thank for working to help keep
schools as safe as possible.
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