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The overall philosophy of 
our programme is to learn 
and grow together in an 
enriching environment. 
The purpose of our 
programme is to foster 
competence in all aspects 
of life. The curriculum 
provides opportunities 
for total development 
of each child’s physical, 
emotional, social, creative 
and cognitive self.

Even at the 
youngest 

ages, children 
already think 

independently.
They ask amazing questions. They explore 

and experiment. They naturally seek to 
help others. Bayview Glen’s vigorous, 
inquiry-based programme cultivates 

children’s inquisitive, empathetic, 
independent minds while consciously 
shaping them as profoundly engaged 

international citizens.

Bayview Glen 
offers a truly 
transformative 
educational 
experience.
As a co-educational independent school, 
we intentionally create a welcoming, 
vibrantly diverse community, guided by 
inspiring teachers and fueled by a forward-
thinking curriculum. No wonder our 
graduates go on to change the world.

bayviewglen.ca

A child learns one step at a time 
and the curriculum plan reflects this 
philosophy as it is age-appropriate 
and geared to the needs of 
the individual child. There is an 
atmosphere of acceptance and 
approval, so that each child feels 
confident to present themselves.  
This enables the child to express  
their true feelings and to enhance 
self-awareness and autonomy.  
A day at Bayview Glen is filled with 
new experiences, and opportunities 
are provided for both challenge and 
success.
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Expectations

To meet our goals and fulfill our responsibilities, Bayview Glen 
will:
» actively fulfill its mission
» provide a safe and caring learning environment
» maintain close communication about the school in general
» promote involvement
» provide consistent values and thoughtful discipline
» maintain an open door policy for you to share your concerns.

Parental support, participation and communication are critical 
and we count on each parent to:
» support our mission, values and policies
» provide a positive environment
» communicate with us about their child
» attend school meetings and events
» be involved
» obtain information and facts from the appropriate source(s)

Academic Programme

Bayview Glen’s Preschool is filled with new experiences and 
opportunities for both challenge and success. Our goal is to 
provide a happy, safe, stimulating environment where each 
child feels welcome and secure. Students are encouraged to 
take initiative, challenge themselves and discover their own 
remarkably creative selves.

The main goals of our academic programme are to:
» instill a love of learning
» make learning meaningful
» offer opportunities to make global connections 
» develop critical thinking through problem solving
» enable students to be co-operative, confident and collaborative
» enable students to make choices
» develop habits and attitudes that promote and maintain 

physical health and well-being
» instill respect for the environment
» learn to respect, accept and appreciate cultural, racial, 

religious and physical differences
» develop community awareness through a variety of visitors
» give students the skills necessary to succeed so that learning is 

a rewarding experience
» develop each child’s abilities and multiple intelligences
» foster flexible and motivated learners in a secure and 

supportive learning environment
» foster responsible and co-operative decision-makers
» instill independence in students.

Assessment and Evaluation

Student learning in the Preschool classroom is documented by 
the teaching team and communicated in an ongoing manner 
with parents. This evidence of learning includes anecdotal notes, 
checklists, and photographs and videos of student work, activities 
and wonderings. 

Twice a year, in December and June, report cards are mailed 
home. These report cards are anecdotal and evaluate the progress 
of the student from many perspectives including language 
development, independence and participation in class activities.

Parent–Teacher Conferences

Communication between parents and teachers is vital to the success 
of the student. One method of communicating is Parent–Teacher 
Conferences. Scheduled PT conferences occur in the months of 
November, January and April. Specifics regarding scheduling 
appointments will be sent to parents.

Self-Help and Establishing Routines

WASHROOM
» using the washroom independently and washing hands

CUBBY
» recognizing own ‘cubby’
» putting on and taking off jackets, snow suits, dressing and 

undressing for playground
» putting boots and shoes on correct feet
» placing belongings in own ‘cubby’ / back-pack

LUNCHTIME AND SNACKS
» eating independently
» using cutlery properly 
» using proper table manners
» drinking from a cup without spilling
» pouring own water at snack table

SLEEP-TIME
» feeling comfortable sleeping in class
» lying quietly, staying on own cot
» falling asleep independently
» putting away own blanket and sleep toy

GENERAL
» keeping belongings together
» tidying one toy before taking another
» working together to tidy the Home Centre
» sharing toys and classroom resources

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL SKILLS
» playing and sharing co-operatively
» taking turns
» demonstrating self control
» being courteous
» participating in group discussions
» staying on and completing tasks
» respecting rights and property of other children
» assuming responsibility
» developing confidence
» developing self-esteem
» learning problem solving skills

Essential Questions

The BG2 programme is a play-based programme where students 
learn through the exploration of key questions. Below are some 
examples of the key questions that may be investigated in the 
programme: 
» What is special about me?
» What happens at school?
» What is happening all around us?
» How do we travel from one place to another?
» How do we celebrate?
» Can any animal be a pet?
» What is the importance of numbers, colours and shapes in our 

world?
» How do we show our feelings?
» Why do things change?
» What is life like underwater?
» How do insects help nature?
» What makes a farm community?

The programme also uses child led inquiry-based questions like: 
» What do I see? 
» What do I think?  
» What do I wonder?

Learning at Home

There are lots of activities you can do with your child at home to 
help your child learn. 

The following is a list of suggestions:
» read store names, signs, and books to your child
» talk to your child about their artwork and share with family 

and friends
» engage in family fitness – biking, walking, swimming, 

skating and skiing
» visit the library for story time
» build responsibility – have your child tidy the bedroom, put 

clothes in the laundry, help set the table, count cutlery
» discuss days of the week, birthdays and seasons
» share songs and rhymes from your culture and your childhood
» develop musical awareness – bounce the child on your knees to 

the beat of music, tap the beat on your child’s hand or bottom of 
their foot, expose your child to many different types of music, 
take them to a concert

» foster fine motor skills – lace pasta, scoop and pour water or  
rice or sand, use tongs or tweezers to lift and transfer cotton 
balls or pasta

» promote self-help skills – allow your child time to dress and 
undress, experiment with putting on and taking off their 
shoes

Not only will your child benefit from this approach, but also 
you will gain a greater understanding of your child’s needs and 
interests.
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COURSE INFORMATION

On the following page, please find 
course descriptions for each of 
the courses offered. More detailed 
information for each of the courses 
can be found in the Course Outlines, 
which are available from the Director 
of Preschool upon request. 

Course descriptions in alphabetical order.

2022-2023
Course 
Descriptions

Play-Based Learning at Bayview Glen

Play-based learning is considered by some people to be “just 
fun”. But play is actually a very important vehicle for learning. 
Research shows that children who engage in free play have more 
highly developed self-directed executive function. 

Executive function is a broad term for cognitive skills such as 
organization, long-term planning, self-regulation, task initiation, 
and the ability to switch between activities. It is a vital part of 
school preparedness and has long been accepted as a powerful 
predictor of academic performance and other positive life 
outcomes such as health and wealth. 

There is a particularly strong relationships between unstructured 
play and self-regulation. The more unstructured play in which 
children get to participate, the higher levels of self-regulation 
children develop. In his book, Free to Learn: Why Unleashing 
the Instinct to Play Will Make Our Children Happier, More Self-
Reliant, and Better Students for Life, developmental psychologist 
Peter Gray explains why this is so:

Free play is nature’s means of teaching children that they are not 
helpless. In play, away from adults, children really do have control 
and can practice asserting it. In free play, children learn to make 
their own decisions, solve their own problems, create and abide by 
rules, and get along with others as equals rather than as obedient 
or rebellious subordinates (2013).

Self-regulation gives children the ability to focus, manage their 
emotions, and function independently. There is evidence that a 
student’s level of self-regulation is a better predictor of school 
readiness and later academic achievement, than are IQ scores or 
entry-level reading or math skills.

Preschool teachers at Bayview Glen build both structured and 
unstructured play into programming to help young students 
develop self-directed executive functioning as well as a whole host 
of other important skills.
As children proceed through Preschool they will engage in 
various stages of play. These include: 

SOLITARY PLAY
where a child plays by him or herself;

PARALLEL PLAY
where children play with the same type of toy, close to each other, 
but with no interaction;

ASSOCIATIVE PLAY
where children play together and talk to each other, but each child 
plays as he or she likes; and 

CO-OPERATIVE PLAY
similar to associative play, but in this case there is a strong 
storyline to the play and each child is expected to maintain a 
certain role within that storyline.
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Creative Activities

Programme Description
» utilizing various mediums such as glue, paint, pastels, crayons 

and playdough to develop fine motor skills
» using texture, colour, imagination and creativity to create 

works of art
» listening to and following directions
» developing scissor skills
» exploring sensory activities (i.e. sand and water)

Gross and Fine Motor Skills

At the Preschool level, the overall objectives are to develop gross 
and fine motor skills; develop hand-eye co-ordination; develop 
an appropriate degree of balance, strength, flexibility, agility, 
endurance, power and effort; develop creativity, confidence and 
physical fitness; work independently and co-operate well with 
others and promote social skills such as listening and following 
directions; leadership and consideration of others. Gross and fine 
motor development will take place both inside the classroom and 
outdoors on the play structures and in our Valley Playground.

The programme will promote the following competencies:
» spatial awareness 
» hand-eye co-ordination
» balance
» climbing
» walking and running
» pincer and palmar grasp
» holding and using tools
» co-operative games

Language

Bayview Glen’s Early Years Language programme is based on 
the Structured Literacy approach. The foundations of literacy 
for emergent students are oral language development, alphabet 
knowledge and phonemic awareness. Bayview Glen’s Language 
curriculum promotes a balance between explicit instruction and 
the freedom, time and encouragement to practice strategies and 
skills independently.

The overall goal of the Language programme throughout the 
Preschool is to develop skills that will enable the student to 
become proficient in the use of language. This empowers students 
to express ideas confidently and fosters attitudes that will instill 
an appreciation of literature and a love of reading and writing. 
This learning process involves language experience, logic and 
imagination and is achieved through a balance of activities. 
These include listening, speaking, use of grammar and reading 
comprehension.

Programme Goals
» to assist students to develop and enhance their language skills
» to use words to express needs and feelings
» to extend vocabulary and build sentence structure
» to initiate conversations with adults and peers
» to provide opportunities to build students’ listening skills
» to retell a story in sequence
» to predict story events
» to recognize letters in their name and beyond
» to encourage imagination and creativity through play

Mathematics

Mathematics is a cohesive programme built upon logical 
development, hands-on experience and observation.

The Mathematics programme provides all students with an 
opportunity to connect, reflect and practice mathematical 
concepts in all strands of mathematics including number sense 
and numeration, geometry and spatial sense.

Preschool students experience numbers in a variety of teacher 
facilitated activities. Our BG2 environment is rich in numeracy, 
mathematical concepts and language, making learning early 
math skills exciting and engaging for some of our youngest 
learners. Teaching and modelled strategies include both 
independent and hands-on activities and small group discussions.

Programme Goals
» recognizing numerals
» counting in order and understanding the concept of one-to-one 

correspondence
» identifying basic geometric shapes using straws or other 

objects
» assembling puzzles with increasing number of pieces and 

degrees of difficulty starting with pegboard puzzles, shape 
inlay, jigsaw puzzles and floor puzzles

» sorting by size, colour and shape
» comparing same and different and short and tall
» recognizing seasons, months and days of the week

Notes
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Notes

SOURCE

Curriculum Documents,  
Ministry of Education Ontario 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca

bayviewglen.ca

Memberships
Bayview Glen is a proud member of:

Round Square

An international association 
of more than 200 schools 
worldwide whose purpose is 
to empower students through 
experiential learning to 

become the leaders and guardians of 
tomorrow’s world.
For more information, visit roundsquare.org

Canadian Accredited Independent 
Schools (CAIS)

A community 
of independent 

schools in Canada, whose mission is to 
explore and pursue exemplary leadership, 
training, research and international 
standards of educational excellence. 
Formerly CESI and SEAL.
For more information, visit cais.ca

Conference of Independent Schools 
of Ontario (CIS Ontario)

A collegial group of 47 
member schools working 
together to advance 

educational excellence in Ontario 
Independent schools.
For more information, visit cisontario.ca

Advanced Placement (AP)

 Since its 
inception in 1955, 

AP has provided motivated high school 
students with the opportunity to take 
college-level courses in a high school 
setting. There are currently more than 
110,000 teachers leading AP courses in 
high schools worldwide.
For more information, visit ap.ca

Our Mission
Whole Child: Whole Life: Whole World

Whole Child: We nurture each student’s 

full potential and confidence

Whole Life: We foster values, abilities, and 

friendships that last a lifetime

Whole World: We embrace the real world 

beyond our walls

Core Values
Bayview Glen embraces our 

Whole Child, Whole Life, Whole World

philosophy and six core values that guide 

our day-to-day interactions with students. 

These also set the standard for the entire 

Bayview Glen community.

Our core values are:

Respect, Responsibility, Compassion, 

Integrity, Equity and Balance.
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