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They say that time flies when you are having fun… and 
surely nobody had more fun than we did at Bayview 
Glen Day Camp this Summer! The hallways and outdoor 

space in and around the Bayview Glen Moatfield Campus 
were alive and buzzing all Summer long! After 
another amazingly successful Summer, we 
are confident in saying the Bayview Glen 
Day Camp is BACK!

After welcoming just under 600 
campers this Summer, we are 
thrilled to share that camp grew by 
over 65% compared to the Summer 
of 2022! A large part of this growth 
came from within the Bayview Glen 
School community. During the Summer of 2022 we were 
fortunate to welcome a plethora of first-time Bayview Glen 
School campers who we can’t wait to see back in 2023! Thank 
you all so very much for sharing all your positive feedback with 
your friends! 

We created amazing new partnerships with programme 
providers this Summer to ensure the camp programme 
continues to evolve in the most immersive way possible. 

For our older campers, off-site camps (Lake Days at Spray Lake 
and Sailing at Cherry Beach) continue to be two of the most 
unique day camp programme offerings in the city. However, 

we can’t forget about the amazingly popular coding, 
robotics, basketball, soccer, visual arts, magic, 

musical theatre, and dance camps that were 
all big hits this Summer!

Our younger campers saw their camp 
programme evolve tremendously 
this Summer with the impactful 

transformation of both our mini-
mastermind (academic skills) and music-

fest activities along with the addition of 
our silly science programme.

As time continues to fly, we are already working diligently 
to ensure another successful Summer in 2023! Registration 
opens in November and we look forward to seeing you for 
Summer Camp 2023!

For more information, please visit the Bayview Glen Camp 
website at bayviewglencamp.ca.

Bayview Glen Summer Camp 2022: Another Great Success
By: The Bayview Glen Camp Team

message from the 

Head of 
School

What’s Inside...

What is the optimal 
educational experience? 
No matter how diverse 

our programmes exist as schools 
across this country, whether it 
is AP (Advanced Placement) or 
IB (International Baccalaureate), 
Round Square or Robotics, Arts or 
Athletics, it is vital for educational 
institutions to look beyond 
programming merits and be able 
to answer another clear and deeply 
rooted question within the walls 
of our institutions – Do we foster, 
inspire and provide the pathways for 
our children and students to learn, 
discover and develop into the best 
version of themselves? What is clear, 
is our commitment to the balanced 
approach of our mission Whole Child, 
Whole Life, Whole World and the 
dedication of our unbelievable and 
talented group of faculty and staff 
who reach out to every student, in 
support of their journey to discover 
the best version of themselves.    

As experienced educators and 
leaders, we are often asked to 
envision what the world would look 
like next year, the next five years, or 
next decade within the walls of our 
schools and how we can prepare our 
children and students going forward 
with what lies ahead? What I do 
believe, are the choices that we make 

and the opportunities available that 
we pursue, provides us a pathway to 
gradually shape our future, rather 
than wait for it.  

What’s in store for the 2022-2023 
school year as we continue to 
evolve towards a post-pandemic 
period and restoration of our 
school programmes? The start of 
a new school year will provide the 
opportunities to begin reconnecting 
in person with peers, teachers and 
staff within the walls of our school. 
Perhaps a year where a new club, 
activity, sport or passion will be 
discovered and embraced. Many 
students and faculty will look 
forward to overnight trips, and 
experiential education excursions 
that aim to support the character 
and leadership development of our 
students.

Welcome back Bayview Glen and I 
look forward to connecting with our 
community as we embrace the return 
of our students and the start of 
another exciting, busy and fantastic 
school year.

 
James Lee 
Head of School

It was mailed home in August 
and is also available to view 
online at:

bayviewglen.ca/
publications

Be sure 
to read 
your Back 
to School 
Guide!
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Mr. Lee with Lower School students 
on Lower School playground area, 

August 2022 



September 2022    bayviewglen.ca4 5

•Visit us online: bayviewglen.ca   •Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/bayviewglen
•Follow us on Twitter: @bayviewglen   •Follow us on Instagram: @bayviewglen_torontoConnect

message from the 

Board of Directors
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With all the changes and uncertainty of the past few 
years, I am both excited and grateful to see the tell-
tale signs of the usual Fall hustle and bustle returning 

to the Bayview Glen campus. Once again, as is typical at this 
time of the year, we see September for what it is – an annual 
ritual of renewal – a time of eager anticipation for a new year 
of possibilities. And although as a school we will continue to 
maintain our vigilance to ensure we remain fully prepared to 
operate safely in accordance with the public health guidelines, 
what has become abundantly clear is the imperative of 
physically bringing our students back together to learn, 
socialize, and grow together as a community.

Getting 'back to normal' at Bayview Glen allows us to create 
the perfect environment for our students to fully blossom and 
shine forth their potential. Every new school year at Bayview 
Glen brings with it the promise of new stories of success and 
accomplishment for our students. I am always amazed at the 
incredible ways in which our Bayview Glen students embrace 
our core values and seek opportunities to improve the lives of 
others and contribute to the world around them. I know this 
year will be no exception.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I warmly welcome 
back our returning families to what we know will be another 
outstanding year at Bayview Glen. To all our new families, 
we are excited to have you join our community and know 
that your children will thrive in this environment filled with 
talented, patient and supportive faculty and administration 
staff. I look forward to engaging with you all – in person – as 
we make this year another successful one of promise and hope 
within the Bayview Glen community. 

I want to wish everyone a safe and successful 2022-2023 and 
encourage all our families, both present and past, to help us 
celebrate Bayview Glen’s 60th anniversary, as we recognize 
the legacy and foundations laid by past generations and 
come together to create new traditions, special memories and 
lifetime friendships. As our school enters its 7th decade, we will 
continue to evolve, adapt and be even stronger together.

 Warm regards,

Welcome back to  
a New School Year!

Welcome New/Returning Faculty and Staff

I am Antoinette Morgan, a registered 
social worker and the inaugural Director of 

Student Well-Being. I am new to Bayview 
Glen this year, but I have worked in a similar capacity in other 
independent schools to much success. I have many years 
of experience supporting families, but I am most passionate 
about helping students to succeed by using a holistic approach 
that emphasizes their mental, social, physical, and spiritual 
aspects. I am excited to take on this role to provide confidential 
support and appropriate referrals to promote students’ 
social, emotional, and physical well-being. I look forward to 
having meaningful collaboration with students, teachers, 

Staff Profile: Antoinette Morgan, MA, MSW, BSW, RSW 
Director of Student Well-Being
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Whole School
• James Lee - Head of School

• Antoinette Morgan - Director of 
Student Well-Being (see profile below)

Preschool
• Rebecca Fisher - Music Teacher  

(see profile on page 12)

• Yashdeep Kaur - Preschool Relief 
Teacher

Lower School
• Dimitra Bexis - Gr. 2 Teacher (return 

from maternity leave)

• Linda Choi - Gr. 5 Teacher

• Melissa Freedman - Learning 
Strategist (new appointment)

• Christine Kotsopoulos - Gr. 2 Teacher

• Sarah Marcantonio - Learning 
Strategist

• Brendan Newman - Gr. 4 Teacher

• Nivasini Pasker - SK Associate Teacher 
(new appointment)

• Karen Weissmann Ward - SK Teacher 
(return from maternity leave)

Prep School
• Diane Drysdale - Music Teacher

• Greg Ryerson - Director of Teaching 
and Learning (see profile on page 14)

Upper School
• Kelly Anne Abols - Art Teacher 

(sharing with the Lower School)

• Twayne Anderson - Gr. 11 Biology and 
Gr. 10 Careers Teacher

• Adriana Dybala - Academic and 
Career Counsellor (new appointment)

• Fiona Fenili - Head of Upper School 
(new appointment)

• Duncan Kwan - Learning Strategist

• Leen-Jan van ‘t Hof - Director of 
Teaching and Learning (see profile on 
page 16)

administrators, and families to help develop each student’s  
full potential. In my role, I would like to create a student 
well-being team to collaborate with students and provide 
programming around mental health, psycho-educational and 
social topics much like I did at my previous school.  

I’m a lifelong learner and a proud alumnus of three Canadian 
universities and one college. In addition to my passion for 
learning, I love my children, shoes, travelling, helping people to 
celebrate their uniqueness, and "blooming where I am planted". 
I am excited to be a part of this school community and I look 
forward to meeting everyone. 

Congratulations 
Retirement
• Eileen Daunt - Head of School

• Wendy Hillier - Preschool Teacher

• Lina Liscio - Lower School 
Receptionist and Attendance 
Secretary

• Christine McCartney - Lower 
School Learning Strategist

• Michael Rattenbury - Upper 
School Math Teacher

On Leave
• Joanne Bach - Lower School 

Learning Strategist

• Hillary Johnson - Lower School 
Teacher

• Ben Promane - Prep School Music 
Teacher (until Dec. 2022)

• Samantha Yarde - Lower School 
Teacher

Nick Caduc 
Bayview Glen Board of Directors 
boardchair@bayviewglen.ca

Faculty and Staff  
News 2022-2023

Our outstanding faculty members and 
staff – through their talents, dedication and 
experience – are key to fostering the sense of 
community, independence, self-esteem and 
respect we value so much at Bayview Glen. 
We look forward to featuring more on them 
in the upcoming newsletters.

Bayview Glen Moatfield Campus
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Grade 12 Graduation 2022

By: Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement

Thank You, Bayview Glen Community!

Donate Online: bayviewglen.ca/donate 
Email: cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 

Direct Line: 416.386.6626

News from
Advancement
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Welcome back to a new school year! We hope that everyone 
had a wonderful summer break.

Sincere thanks to the generosity of our families and friends 
who donated last year. We are proud of the countless 
volunteer hours and commitments of our parents to support 
our community. Over $750,000 was raised to support 
our funding priorities, programmes, and capital projects at 
Bayview Glen.

Whether the donations are one-time gifts for the annual 
fund, special projects, or student financial aid, or pledged 
over 3-5 years, every gift counts. The outstanding ways in 
which each of you engage with our school is what strengthens 
our culture of philanthropy.

As we gather on Sunday, September 25 to celebrate our  
60th Anniversary, I look forward to seeing you and hearing  
your ideas as we embrace the year ahead and a new decade  
for Bayview Glen. 

To register online, please visit: 
bayviewglen.ca/60th-celebration
There are many ways to donate to Bayview Glen. If you are 
interested in contributing or learning more about our about  
giving opportunities, please contact me at 416.386.6626 or 
cruscica@bayviewglen.ca.

Bayview Glen is a registered charity (#131097453RR0001) and will provide a tax receipt for your donation.

September 2021    bayviewglen.ca

It means being equipped with the 
skills and knowledge to make a 
positive impact on your community.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
HAVE THE LEADING EDGE?6 September 2022    bayviewglen.ca

Alessia Di Cecco, President, Parent Association, presenting $100,000 to Eileen Daunt in June 2022.  
Payment towards the $1 million donation to support the Parent Association Centre for Healthy Active Living.

Total Raised 2021-2022: $750,000 
Family Participation: 31%

Bayview Glen  

Class of 2022  

Legacy Gift

Total Raised: $31,336

Class Participation: 35% 
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Round Square International Conference 2022 – Take Less: Be More
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From September 19 to 25, we look forward to the 53rd annual 
Round Square International Conference that will bring 1,500 
delegates from 50 countries to the United Kingdom. For the 
first three days of the conference, students will learn from 
keynote speakers and participate in workshop discussions at 
Oxford University on topics related to the conference theme. 
For the remainder of the week, participants will enjoy activities 
in locations around the City of Oxford, such as punting, a garden 
party, a literary adventure-race, ceilidh dancing, and a Thames 
River boat cruise.

In selecting this year’s conference theme, Round Square 
recognized that students had an extraordinary, shared experience 
during the pandemic where they learned to live with less in 
lockdown. The conference is an opportunity for students to share 
their experience with peers from around the world and identify 
something positive from it. The goal is that the delegates will 
make a collective pledge to “carefully consider what they take 
from the environment and from the people around them, and 
always put back more than they take”.

By: Michelle Yarndley, Director of Global Education

News from
Global Education

Whole World: We Embrace the World Beyond our Walls

Teaching and learning at Bayview Glen extends beyond our 
campus. In addition to Round Square conferences, service 
projects and exchanges, Upper School students have the 
option to join an IDEALS travel programme in the spring with 
EF tours. Inspired by our partnerships with EcoSchools, the 
World Urban Pavilion, and Round Square, travel programmes 

will align with the IDEALS as well as the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)—a universal call to end poverty, 
protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and 
prosperity. Student applications and detailed itineraries can 
be found in the Upper School Round Square Group on Edsby. 
Application deadline: October 10 at 4:00 p.m. 

Round Square 
Opportunities  
2022-2023:

Biodiversity and Conservation in 
Panama 7 days | March 3, 2023

Sustainability in Switzerland and 
Germany 7 days | March 3, 2023

Coast Salish History and Culture 6 days 
| April 10, 2023

For more information on each opportunity, 
please contact Ms. Michelle Yarndley, 
Director of Global Education at  
myarndley@bayviewglen.ca.

Bayview Glen Awarded Bronze Certification 
from EcoSchools
Throughout the 2021-2022 school year, Bayview 
Glen completed nine actions across the curriculum 
in all three schools to earn bronze certification 
from EcoSchools. EcoSchools is an award-winning, 
curriculum-linked certification program for a global 
network of over 50,000 schools in 67 countries that 
are committed to environmental sustainability in 
their local communities.  

In the Upper School, Science and Technology 
students participated in The Bondar Challenge, 
Grade 6 students in the Prep School conducted a 
stream study, and Grade 3 students in the Lower 
School maintained a vermicomposting system to 
earn points towards certification.

Virtual Exchange Opportunity with Belgrano 
Day School in Argentina for Prep School 
Students
In virtual exchanges:

• We aim for students to connect during a 
four–six-week period of time

• We expect students will meet synchronously at least once a week

• Students don’t take part in academic activities or online lessons at BDS, though 
we do ask students to complete weekly activities to structure the exchange (e.g., 
cooking traditional recipes, language lesson, a tour of home/neighborhood, etc.) 

Interested students should complete the Application and Participation 
Agreement posted in the Prep School Round Square Group on Edsby by 
September 28 at 4:00 p.m.

Upcoming Round Square Events*:
• September 19-25: Round Square International Conference, United Kingdom 

(in-person, ages 16-18)

• October 5: Round Square Conference hosted by Scindia Kanya Vidyalaya, 
India (virtual, ages 16-18)

• October 26: Round Square Conference hosted by Fountain Valley School, 
United States (virtual, ages TBD)

• November 16: Round Square Conference hosted by Flintridge Sacred Heart, 
Canada (virtual, ages 16-18)

*Round Square events are regularly updated in the Prep School and Upper School 
Round Square Groups on Edsby.
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Anniversary 
Celebration

th

Save the Date
Sunday, September 25, 2022

Stay tuned for further event details.

Family Fun Walk,  Silent Auction, Musical Performances, 
Food Trucks, Sponsorship Opportunities and more…

Request for Silent Auction Items

Turning 60 is a big deal! We are going to celebrate in style with a fantastic event on Sunday, September 25. 
Included in the celebration will be a silent auction allowing you, our community, to feature your business or 
service and your generous support for this School. We are calling on our Bayview Glen parents, alumni, past 
parents and friends to donate something wonderful as we recognize and celebrate this momentous occasion 
together. And what an amazing opportunity to both benefit the school and highlight your business.  

Imagine your child walking onto the Soulpepper Theatre stage. Or heading down to a Toronto Raptors game with 
a few friends. If golfing is your thing, how about a game at an exclusive course? Maybe you’re more of a wine 
connoisseur who’d love a thoughtfully curated basket of award-winning wines from around the world. Or a 
luxurious week-long stay in sunny Arizona. In September, these items and more will be offered at our 60th 
Celebration Silent Auction. 

Your contribution will make this auction a huge success. Please consider donating an item or gift-in-kind. 
Here are a few ideas: 

• Sports Tickets – Go Leafs Go! Take me out to the Ballgame! BMO Field, here we come!
• Golf Rounds, Ski passes
• Wine, Spirit baskets
• Fine Dining Gift Certificates, Dinners and Drinks
• Travels and Experiences
• Music and Entertainment
• Home/Garden Items
• Toys and Games

For your convenience, please access the online donation form at:  
https://fs27.formsite.com/bayviewglen/gift-in-kind-donation/index.html 

To discuss your donation in the 60th Anniversary Silent Auction, please contact Carol Anne Ruscica, 
Senior Director of Advancement, at cruscica@bayviewglen.ca or 416.386.6626. 

We look forward to hearing from you and are confident that together, we will make this Silent Auction 
a fantastic success for Bayview Glen! 

Naomi Schafler 
Past Parent and Chair, Bayview Glen 60th Celebration Committee 

Interested in learning more about Sponsorship Opportunities?
To discuss sponsoring this momentous occasion or to discuss other ideas, 

please contact Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement,  
at 416.386.6626 or cruscica@bayviewglen.ca.

Request for Silent Auction Items

Presented by Anson Funds and The Nathoo Family

60th Anniversary Celebration 2022

Sunday, September 25, 2022 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Bayview Glen School Campus 

Festivities will include: A Family Walk, Silent Auction, 
Musical Performances, Food Trucks, and more!

Interested in being a sponsor or donating to the Silent Auction? 

To register, please visit: 
bayviewglen.ca/60th-celebration

Contact Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement at 416.386.6626 or cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 
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Preschool and Lower School (BG2 to Grade 5)
Gillian  
Potts–Hemingway
Director of Preschool

We welcome September for its 
ability to bring change, new 
opportunities and growth.  

As educators, each September is like a new chapter in our 
books; a chapter that we are eager to start writing. 

Meeting our new students and their families brings with it an 
eagerness to jump back into our school routine refreshed and 
ready for all the incredible adventures that will unfold within 
our classrooms and school community. 

As we return this year, it will remain our top priority to provide 
our families and students with enriching and safe opportunities 
to learn as we continue to offer our youngest an environment 
that is diverse in its programme and inclusive of all. 

With the response to the global COVID-19 pandemic changing 
and previous regulations lifted, we will adopt changes such 
as, welcoming back our Preschool Music Programme. Our 
Music programme is specifically created and curated for our 
youngest musical learners. When music is woven throughout 
our children’s daily schedule, it plays an integral part of growth, 

development and leads to learning through a multitude of 
different avenues. When stimulation and exposure to music 
and musical play is available, it helps to provide the necessary 
connections for development to occur in a variety of ways, 
such as, the development of speech, the ability to differentiate 
between tones and sounds and the expression of emotions 
through dance, and music. All powerful opportunities for 
growth. 

Not only will we be welcoming our Music Programme back 
in its entirety, this year, our school will hold a greater sense 
of familiarity as we welcome our Bayview Glen families 
back into our mask friendly environment for special events 
like Curriculum Nights and our special Bayview Glen Family 
Breakfasts. Creating those in-person connections and sharing 
our learning environments will continue to add to the success 
of our school and students. We are eager and looking forward 
to continuing to build our connections with our families and 
students and welcoming those families that are new to the 
Bayview Glen community. This year will be one of the many 
great chapters written in our book.

 

Gillian Potts–Hemingway 
Director of Preschool

Hello! I am very happy and excited to be 
joining the Bayview Glen school community 

this September as the Preschool Music teacher. I 
have been a teacher for seven years and have been passionate 
about music all of my life. Sharing my love of music with 
young children is one of my favourite things. Through songs, 
games, movement and fun, it is my goal to foster in my 
students a sense of the wonder; as well as some beginning 
musical knowledge in my students. This would include basic 
music theory, active listening skills, music history and also an 
exploration of a wide range of genres and musical instruments. 
In addition, I am looking forward to helping with choir and 
shows involving the older students at Bayview Glen. I have 
extensive experience as a choral singer and experience both 
participating in, producing and stage managing student theater 
productions.  

Staff Proile: Rebecca Fisher 
Music Teacher, Preschool

As a graduate of Queen’s University’s (vocal) Bachelor of Music 
programme and after graduating from Trent University with 
a Bachelor of Education, I have been lucky to have had a 
wonderfully wide range of experience in the education world.  
My experience in education includes supporting students with 
various abilities; as well as, teaching Preschool music for two 
years. I have taught elementary age students as a music and 
elementary supply teacher, and most recently spent two years 
as a Grade 3/4 classroom teacher.

I am very pleased to be returning to the Preschool and music 
world in the welcoming atmosphere of Bayview Glen. I am 
looking forward to meeting everyone and wish you all a 
fantastic year!

Jesse Denison
Head of Lower School  
and Preschool

September: A New School Year is Born

I don’t know exactly what day in August it 
is – it is probably different for each person 
— but there is a time when your brain starts 

thinking: school is just around the corner. This happened to me 
a little earlier than most. It doesn’t matter if you are a student, 
a teacher, or a parent, the potential of the next 10 months 
brings on a nuanced set of emotions and feelings; excitement 
for the new academic year’s potential, nervousness about the 
unknowns, and hope that things go the right way.

To help understand this feeling, I started looking at each 
school year as a little lifetime onto itself. Following this 
metaphor, then September is the month in which all the 
formative relationships are made, the routines are set and the 
roadmap to the rest of the year is created. We all know how 
important those relationships are and that is why in August 
everyone gets excited for the birth of a new school year.  

With this understanding of a year as a lifetime, a big part of 
our Bayview Glen educators’ job is to plan and ensure that the 
likelihood of things going the right way is high. It is also our job 
as Bayview Glen educators to ensure we help our students 
develop their character, resilience and confidence, to ensure 

that when things don’t go the right way, our students have the 
fortitude and resiliency to grow from these situations. In short, 
throughout their time at Bayview Glen, we want our students 
to be able to take control over their own success. The first step 
in doing this is by making connections. 

Over the first month, it is a priority for all of our teachers to 
connect with their students and families on a personal and 
academic level. When we know our students and they know 
us, we can really help our Bayview Glen members confidently 
engage in learning. These connections will be seen is strategic 
programming, calls to families, and allowing access to the 
building. 

As well, we look forward to continuing to enhance our 
community through reintroducing some of the traditions at 
Bayview Glen like grade breakfasts for families, in-person 
Curriculum Nights, and parent-attended events (who’s excited 
for the Turkey Trot?). It is these events and the connections we 
all make which help put students at ease and ensure that the 
Lower School as another successful year together; that the 
2022-2023 little lifetime together is a great one. 

Jesse Denison 
Head of Lower School and Preschool
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Dina Astrella
Head of Prep School

I hope that the summer break provided 
you many opportunities to create 
memorable moments. We are very 

excited to begin the new school year and to 
Mr. Lee’s leadership as our Head of School.

It has become a tradition of mine to include words of wisdom 
from the Valedictorian of last year’s graduating class in my first 
article of the year. Amali Wijeysundera moved us all with her 
heart-warming tribute to the Class of 2022. It was also the first 
time that a Valedictorian chose to break from the usual form 
and presented her speech as a spoken word poem. This, in 
itself, is a true reflection of how Amali and her fellow graduates 
have searched for their genuine expression, and I revel in the 
beauty of such originality. Amali’s words struck a chord as 
she spoke of the adaptability and strength our students have 
shown over the years: 

But when I look out into this crowd
I don't see

A bunch of kids
That stopped growing

Just because there wasn't any sunlight left.
I see 

The future of being 
The people that will pave the way …

I thank Amali for reminding us of the resilience and hope that 
resides in our young people. Her words genuinely inspired 
us all, and we, as a faculty, were honoured that night as she 
pointed out to her classmates that their roots “always carried a 
little bit of burgundy”.

The Faculty, a team of educators who strongly support one 
another in their dedicated pursuit of inspiring and mentoring 
our students, anticipate witnessing the insight, creativity, and 
spirit our Prepsters are sure to share with us in the months 
ahead. We are also looking forward to building on the great 
relationships we have with our families. 

Please take a moment to read about our new Director of 
Teaching and Learning, Mr. Greg Ryerson. He knows Bayview 
Glen well and is excited to get to know all of you. 

Happy New School Year!

 

Dina Astrella 
Head of Prep School

Greetings Bayview Glen. I am so excited to 
be joining the community and becoming a 

Gryphon this fall!

I am coming to Bayview Glen from Crescent School, where I 
spent the last six years teaching Grade 7 Science. While there, 
I also served as the Science Subject Head for Grades 7-12, and 
as a member of the Academics and Research LEAD Team. I 
am passionate about the importance of student voice and 
choice in the classroom, especially as it impacts a student’s 
sense of belonging within the community. In 2020, I published 
an action research paper with the IBSC (International Boys’ 
Schools Coalition) on the use of Personalized Action Plans in the 
Development of Students’ 21st Century Skills. It was recognized 
as one of the Top 10 Reports from that research cycle. I am also 
a huge proponent of coding and computational thinking in the 
classroom. Last year, I became a CodeHS Certified Teacher and 
presented at their virtual KarelCon.

Staff Profile: Greg Ryerson 
Director of Teaching and Learning, Prep School

As a lifelong learner, I have been very fortunate to have had, 
and continue to have, the opportunity to work with various 
groups outside of the classroom. I am a National Geographic 
Certified Educator and served as a Certification Mentor for six 
cohorts of teachers completing their certifications. I am also 
a Teacher Leader with Let’s Talk Science, a national charitable 
organization dedicated to providing quality STEM education 
resources and programming to students and teachers across 
Canada. This past summer, I also worked with STAO (Science 
Teachers' Association of Ontario), to develop a series of long-
range plans to support the implementation of the updated 
science and technology curriculum. I anxiously await the 
opportunity to share my experiences  and to learn further 
alongside you all.

Outside of teaching, I love performing in community theatre. I 
am currently looking forward to performing in a production of 
Clue this winter (after a previously postponed run last year) - 
my first non-musical role in many years.

Grade 8 
Valedictorian 
2022 Message

Good Evening Parents, Teachers, Staff, 
Families, and the Graduating Class of 
2022,
 
When I think of our grade,
A couple of words
Come to mind:
Persistent,
Resilient,
And ever-evolving.
 
Just like an oak tree reaches it branches 
towards the sky,
We have reached for our success
From studying with stress
For our end of year math exams,
To belting out La Vaca Lola in Spanish 
class.
But today is not just about reflecting on 
our past
But looking towards our future
Where the skies are a navy blue
With dark grey clouds
That break free to another day
And bask in the sunlight
Of an oak tree.
 
As the green leaves,
once alive and overflowing with dewy 
drops
That sprinkled like teardrop shaped 
pearls,
Become tinted blue
A hue of new
A shade of a summer dew,
And as we bid farewell
To this shade of red
A bed of colour 
That have led to 
A new place,
We remember the roots
That stretched deep within the ground
Reaching out to those who came before
And in that floor of murky brown
A trail of rough,
Salty,
Soil.

We look far away into the distance
And remember the red,
in our roots. 
 
When I think of our grade,
I think of kahoots
The purple screen
A sheen of victory
Or "top 5 is in reach".
I think of the days 
A maze of wondering when COVID 
would end.
I think of our wonder
When we came back to school
And realized that 
There was so much beauty in those once 
full hallways,
That we had never realized before.
When we reached up towards the sky
And wondered 
When we would pass the clouds
When the days would become longer
And the fresh sprouts in the ground 
would begin to bloom
When we would sprinkle 
Little black bits from the turf 
Outside our door
And bask in the sunlight 
Of a bed of grass.
 
I think of our days
Of watching through the glass of our 
bedrooms
Of being alone
Other than that little white dot in the 
corner of our screens
When we wished to scream 
To see the light
Where we could rise
Again 
Above the clouds
Where we could watch for
Shooting stars of clunking gray 
machinery 
to pass us by
But there were always
none.
 

But when I look out into this crowd,
I don't see
A bunch of kids
That stopped growing
Just because there wasn't any sunlight 
left.
I see
The future of being 
The people that will pave the way of our 
future
That will go out into the world
No longer just a little sapling.
And I hope
That when that happens
They will look back
towards the people 
that have guided us
along the way,
That have helped us when we were stuck
And pushed us towards the sky
So our leaves could reach up
And live
just a little bit more.
 
So when you are up on the next stage,
A cap of black
And bark that has gained
A little more age
Etched into its pages
Of wisdom. 
When you go out into the world
A little bit taller
Than you are today,
With the grace of a willow 
And the complexity of a birch
When your leaves 
Have gained veins 
That strain 
Under the weight
Of your
Beauty,
That you will remember 
that your roots 
Always carried a little bit of burgundy,
That you will remember,
that it all started,
With an oak tree. 

By: Amali Wijeysundera

Prep School (Grades 6 to 8)
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Upper School (Grades 9 to 12)
Fiona Fenili

Head of Upper School 

With much excitement, I welcome 
all students and families back 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Whether you are new or returning, you can 
anticipate a year filled with opportunities to learn 

many new and exciting things. 

At the end of last year, as our 2022 graduates moved on to 
esteemed universities across the world, they reflected on 
their time here and what enabled them to achieve their goals. 
They spoke of the continuous support they received from 
their dedicated teachers so that they could reach their fullest 
potential. They spoke about the opportunity to participate in 
varied co-curricular teams and clubs so that they had spaces 
to hone their interests into passions, and they spoke about 
the enduring friendships they made here that gave them the 
stability to flourish. 

I would add one more thing: the strong connection between 
home and school. Our students only succeed at their greatest 
potential when the home and school are united. As such, 
please feel free to reach out to your child’s teachers, mentor, 
or me at any point in the year so that we can work together 
towards success and encourage your child to reach out if they 
need support. 

Such a special place does not happen by accident. I feel 
incredibly lucky to be surrounded by a talented and committed 
faculty who work tirelessly to provide an innovative and 
challenging programme and who are willing to do whatever 
it takes to make each child successful. Please join me in 
welcoming Mr. Leen-Jan van ‘t Hof as our Upper School 
Director of Teaching and Learning. As we look to the future of 
academics, Mr. van ‘t Hof’s uniquely global perspective will be 
essential. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the various events planned 
throughout September – from Curriculum Night to waving 
your children off to Manitou, and at our 60th Celebration on 
September 25. 

Together, with our Head of School, Mr. Lee, I look forward to an 
excellent school year. 

All the best, 

Fiona Fenili
Head of Upper School

This school year I will start as Director of 
Teaching and Learning in the Upper School, but 

I joined Bayview Glen in April of this year as a supply teacher. 
I am excited to start in this position in a year in which we will 
integrate all the innovations the pandemic brought us with 
everything that has made Bayview Glen such a great school 
community over the last 60 years! 

I started my teaching career in secondary education as a history 
and civics teacher and developed as head of department to 
several leadership positions, before moving to elementary 
education as head of school. 

Staff Profile: Leen-Jan van 't Hof 
Director of Teaching and Learning, Upper School

One of my hobbies is sailing and racing fast dinghies on 
Lake Ontario. By now I have sailed at many venues all over 
the world, but few have an amazing skyline as backdrop like 
Toronto does. I think everybody should be out on the lake at 
least a few times a year to enjoy it. 

A pandemic sabbatical made me realize that my biggest 
passion is and always will be teaching. I enjoy teaching in a 
wide variety of environments. When not at school you can find 
me teaching sailing out on the lake or yoga and meditation in 
my favourite studio!

Grade 12 Valedictorian 2022 
Message

10, the number of years I have attended BVG. 9, the time in the 
morning everyone reminds me to send the disposable pictures we 
took the night before. 8, the number of overnight trips we have 
been on together as a grade. 7, the dollar amount I have left on my 
student card after spending it all on caf cookies. 6, the time we had 
to wake up for all those early morning practices. 5, the number 
of times I have broken my surface. 4, the number of houses BVG 
has. 3, the number of kilts in my weekly rotation. 2, the number 
of grade pet fish we have had. 1, class of 2022. When you break 
it down like that, it is clear that every member of this class, every 
teacher, and every moment we have had at BVG is worth so much 
more than a number. 
Each of those numbers represents a chronological milestone, big 
moment, or an amazing memory on our timelines. For some of us, 
our BVG timelines started way back in BG2, and others in the Prep 
or Upper school. However, regardless of when your BVG timeline 
started, we are all here today to celebrate the final number.  
The amazing thing about timelines is that they are different for 
everyone. Some of us spent our time on the turf practicing, others 
on the stage, and others staying back after class. Timelines also 
change and bend. They are never static. Like when we made the 
change to the upper school and traded in our green blazers for 
blue. Sometimes we avoided change too. Like when we tried to 
keep our gym uniforms on for the whole day, even though we 
were told to change about a hundred times. We have also learned 
that sometimes timelines don’t always go as planned. Like when 
our bus on the way back from our Grade 9 Haliburton trip planned 
to do a U-turn, but actually ended up stuck in the middle of the 
road for 6 hours. That day we learned how to adapt, and that 
Timbits make a pretty good dinner. All of the ups and downs 
during our timelines taught us important life lessons. Like how to 
mentally prepare ourselves when we saw the desks in a circle and 
knew it was Harkness table time, or that sometimes all we have 
to do is “take a ride in a relaxi-taxi”. But, in all seriousness, we have 
learned how to be incredible leaders and compassionate friends.

By: Abby Mand '22

Timelines also grow and evolve. Not only was our growth physical, 
when most of us came back from summer 2 inches taller, but 
it was also mental. I can surely say that a lot of our growth took 
place on our trips to Ottawa, Montreal, and Quebec when most 
of us went away for the first time. However, through all the 
home sickness and bus motion sickness, we were always there 
for one another. From eating frozen maple syrup at the sugar 
shack, to canoeing to Celine Dion’s house, we have experienced 
it all. Our timelines also consisted of many spirit days, Terry Fox 
runs, celebrating not having to write the OSSLT, semi formals, 
coffee houses, and our epic game of senior assassin. All of those 
moments have helped shaped our timelines and who we are 
today. 
All of those significant points would not have been possible 
without our incredible support systems. Firstly, a big thank you 
to our parents and families for driving us to school when we kept 
failing our G2s and for taking us to the dollar store when we told 
you we needed a Bristol board the night before the project was 
due. Thank you to our teachers and mentors for being our number 
one fans. Thank you for the life lessons and for answering our 
emails and Teams messages at all hours. We all truly felt how 
much you cared about us. Thank you to Mr. Federico for saying, 
“my door is always open, except when it’s closed”. However, we 
all knew that if we ever needed something, you would be there to 
help. Thank you to Mr. Hammond for guiding us and for helping 
us begin our new chapters in university. Lastly, thank you to Ms. 
Daunt for her 45 year long timeline at BVG. Like many of you, 
I have known Ms. Daunt for a very long time, as my timeline at 
BVG started before I was even born when my dad graduated in 
1992. Thank you for instilling meaningful values in generations of 
students, including my dad, and for being the most dedicated and 
kind head of school.  
Now, to the graduating class.  Even though I cried when I had my 
last cheesy bread from the caf, I promise I’ll try my best not to for 
this next part. In the 5th grade, I was obsessed with Winnie the 
Pooh. One of my favorite things he says is, “how lucky am I to have 
something that makes saying goodbye so hard”. I am so grateful 
that my timeline aligned with the most amazing individuals. Thank 
you for being the greatest people to grow up with.
Before we leave, I want to share one last message with you. 
Appreciate every single moment on your timeline, because before 
you know it, it will become just that, a moment. A moment where 
you were proud to be getting an athletic award, a moment where 
you were determined to do the monkey bars by yourself in the 
valley, or a funny moment in the common area, that we definitely 
got in trouble for. Ultimately, we should choose to live life 
presently, because you never want moments in life to feel like just 
a number in the greater scheme of things. Every moment, big or 
small, is worth something, so don’t take it for granted. I know the 
future is uncertain and that sometimes we wish we could go back 
in time, but we have to live in the now. 
In life, every moment represents a number on your timeline that 
shows you where you have been, and where you are going. After 
we graduate there are a million different numbers ahead of us. 
The number of degrees we will earn, the number of bills we will 
eventually have to pay, and the number of times we will probably 
call each other tonight to make summer plans. But a number we 
will forever have in common is that we are the ONE and only 
Bayview Glen graduating class of 2022. 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH

#BVGAlumni
Website bayviewglen.ca/alumni
Email alumni@bayviewglen.ca 

BVG L!NK bvglink.firsthand.co 
      

Follow us @BVGAlumni

Message from the  
Alumni Association 
Board

The Bayview Glen Alumni Association would like to 
welcome faculty, students and parents back for the 
2022-2023 school year. This year starts out with a bang, 

with the 60th anniversary festivities. We are excited to welcome 
back all facets of the Bayview Glen community to celebrate 
both 60 years of growth and success. We also are excited to 
celebrate the illustrious career and contributions of past Head 
of School, Eileen Daunt. The Alumni Association is excited to 
take part in the festivities and use the momentum to continue 
to reconnect to alumni through the year and contribute to the 
school community. Wish you all the best this school year!

Christian Medeiros '12 
President and Board Chair, Bayview Glen Alumni Association

News from
Alumni Relations

191919

2022 Parent Association  
Community Service  
Scholarship Award Winner  
— Aliya Hirji
The Bayview Glen Community Service 

Scholarship is awarded by the Parent 
Association to a graduating Bayview 

Glen student who has contributed to the 
betterment of the school as well as to local and global 
communities through exemplary volunteer service. The 
recipient best reflects the standard of caring and contribution 
taught over their career at Bayview Glen and has sought out 
new opportunities for community involvement.
This year’s recipient is Aliya Hirji. Congratulations Aliya! 
To Apply: Grade 12 students from the graduation class of 
2023 may apply for the Parent Association Community 
Service Scholarship in their final semester. Applications for the 
Scholarship will be available in April 2023.

Parent Association News

CONNECT
• Visit the Current Parents link on the main website:     

bayviewglen.ca/parent-and-student-resources
• Follow us on Instagram: @theshopsbvg
• Follow us on Facebook: Bayview Glen Parent Association

On behalf of the Bayview Glen 
Parent Association, I wanted to 
personally welcome everyone 

to the 2022-2023 school year. I trust 
that everyone had a wonderful summer 
filled with family, friends and sunshine 

while exploring new things. For those 
of you who don’t know me, I have two 

children at Bayview Glen, Dante is in Grade 6 
and Allegra is in Grade 2. This is our sixth year at Bayview Glen 
and I am excited to meet all of our wonderful families this year. 

We are excited to start our school year being able to connect 
again in person with all of our wonderful Bayview Glen families.  
We will share together many events this year, starting with our 
Welcome Breakfast and Networking event on September 13 at 
9:00 a.m. in the Daunt Dining Hall. Being able to meet again 

PA Shop Reopens
• We will be open Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to  

11:00 a.m. by appointment for the start of the of the 
school year.

• Some appointments will also be available  
after school and on Saturdays.

• We are a mask friendly environment.

To book an appointment or place an online order,  
please visit: bayviewglen.ca/pa-shop

in person after two years will be a wonderful opportunity for 
families to connect, get to know each other and see all the fun 
things we have planned as a parents association this year. 

For our new Bayview Glen families, Welcome! The Parent 
Association is here to help make the most of your journey 
through Bayview Glen, help you meet other parents and act 
as an information liaison between you and the school. We 
strongly encourage all parents, returning or new, to connect 
with the Parent Association and attend our meetings and 
events that are planned for the upcoming school year.

If you have any questions about our events, meetings or would 
like to know how to get involved with the Parent Association, 
please reach out to me at papresident@bayviewglen.ca or Khati  
at parentoutreach@bayviewglen.ca.

Alessia Di Cecco
President, Bayview Glen Parent Association

COMING UP
• PA Welcome Breakfast and Networking Event:  

Tuesday, September 13 | 9:00 a.m. | Daunt Dining Hall

• BVG 60th Anniversary Celebration Event:  
Sunday, September 25 (see details on page 10)

• PA Executive Nominations Open: Sunday, October 1

• PA Coffee Socials: Thursday, October 6 and  
Friday, October 14
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The Bayview Glen philosophy Whole Chi ld,  Whole Life ,  Whole World  is
at  the centre of a Bayview Glen education.  It  focusses on the

educational  continuum from Preschool through Grade 12,  fostering
values,  abi l it ies and fr iendships that last  a l i fet ime. This philosophy

embraces the real  world beyond our walls  in that we are 
co-educational ,  mult icultural  and multi-denominational ;  and it

focusses on the whole chi ld,  nurturing each chi ld’s  ful l  potential  and
confidence to succeed.  We proudly celebrate the achievements of the

Graduating Class of 2022 in this  context.
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2022

Students from the Class of 2022 wil l  attend 23
universit ies and one col lege spanning three provinces and
three countr ies.  The top destinations in Ontario are
Western University,  Queen’s University,  University of
Toronto,  Wilfr id Laurier  University,  and McMaster
University,  with the top Canadian choices the University
of Br it ish Columbia,  University of Alberta,  Dalhousie
University,  and McGil l  University.  International  choices
include Sciences Po,  The Ohio State University;  University
of Cal ifornia Davis;  University of Miami;  Syracuse
University;  University of Southern Cal ifornia;  and
Yeditepe University.

Bayview Glen promotes individual  choice of post-secondary
schools and programmes.  Students from the Class of 2022
were admitted to a wide range of programmes including
Architecture;  Arts & Sciences (5) ;  Aviat ion;  Arts,  Humanit ies
& Social  Sciences (3) ;  Business and Commerce (2) ;
Computer Science (5) ;  Education;  Engineering (4) ;  Fine Arts;
Journal ism; Kinesiology;  Mathematics;  Media Arts;  direct-
entry Medicine;  Sciences,  including Health Science and
Medical  Sciences (1) .

The top f ive programme choices are indicated in  brackets .

Of the 84 graduates,  43% were ‘ l i fers ’ ,  having progressed
through al l  three school divis ions at  Bayview Glen.  
The entire Class of 2022 was warmly welcomed into the
Bayview Glen Alumni Associat ion,  and we antic ipate the
wonderful  things they wil l  achieve.  Their  knowledge,
creativity and self-discipl ine wil l  a l low them to fulf i l l  the
rigorous expectations of university;  their  global
competencies,  entrepreneurial  mindset and compassion
make them active and posit ive members of their
communit ies wherever they go.

Whole Child.

Whole Life.

Bayview Glen Independent School  
275 Duncan Mil l  Road Toronto,  Ontario M3B 3H9 

416.443.1030 |  bayviewglen.ca
 

Whole World.

Join us for the  
60th Anniversary  

Celebration 
Sunday, September 25, 2022

with a number of fun festivities  
for the entire family, featuring

Alumni Sports & Gatherings  
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Upper School Gym & Beer Tent Area

Register online:  
bayviewglen.ca/60th-celebration

Have any questions or looking for ways to get involved? 
Contact Daniella Brown '10, Director of Alumni Relations, 

416.386.6647 or dbrown@bayviewglen.ca.
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September 2022
Subscribe online to the Bayview Glen School Calendar 2022-2023: bayviewglen.ca/calendar 
 
Follow our social media for  
latest school news and events:

Mr. Lee with Upper School students at Moatfield Campus area, August 2022


