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The definition of community 
can often have different 
interpretations based on one’s 

experience and views. If you search 
online, one common theme or 
definition evolves around  
“a unified group sharing common 
interests, values, beliefs and goals.” 
Over the past few weeks, I had the 
chance to meet up with a few of 
our Alumni at Bayview Glen. When 
asked what they missed or enjoyed 
most about the school, their 
unanimous response was 
 “The Community and the 
opportunities that Bayview Glen 
provided.” There are many ways 
to foster a wonderful learning 
environment for children. There 
is no doubt that our teachers 
continue to do an excellent job 
at engagement and connection, 
as they invest every effort to 
deliver an outstanding and quality 
education for our students. At 
the root of engagement, exists a 
fundamental commitment to foster 
a sense of belonging where every 
child feels valued and understood. 
A priority that supports the sense of 
community here at Bayview Glen. 

 

message from the 

Head of 
School

What’s Inside...
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Lower School student at the  
PA Merry Market, November 2022

James Lee
Head of School

The definition of community 
can often have different 
interpretations based on one’s 

experience and views. If you search 
online, one common description is, 
“a unified group sharing common 
interests, values, beliefs and goals.”  

Over the past few weeks, I have 
had the chance to meet with a few 
of our Alumni at Bayview Glen. 
When asked what they missed or 
enjoyed most about the school, 
their unanimous response was “the 
community and the opportunities 
that Bayview Glen provided.” 

There are many ways to foster a 
wonderful learning environment 
for children. Our teachers 
continue to do an excellent job 
at engagement and connection, 
as they invest time and effort to 
deliver an outstanding, quality 
education for our students. 

At the root of engagement lies a 
fundamental commitment to foster 
a sense of belonging where every 
child feels valued and understood. 
It is a priority that underpins the 
community here at Bayview Glen. 

November was a busy month. 
We hosted our first school-wide 
Remembrance Day ceremony 
on the Turf Field with over 1,000 
people in attendance. It was 
wonderful to see parents, faculty, 
students and special guests, along 
with Captain Marsali Federico and 
retired Lieutenant Colonel Arif 
Hirji. Our community remembered 
and paid tribute to the brave 
women and men who served and 
sacrificed.

A sincere thank you to our  
Parent Association for their efforts 
and support throughout the fall. 
Coffee Mornings, Breakfasts, and 
the Merry Market were among the 
community-building events led 
by the PA. All of them were a great 
success!

Our fall athletics season came 
to a close with the completion 
of 34 sports teams, and many of 
our student athletes recognized 
at the awards' assemblies. 
Congratulations to all of 
our student athletes! Special 
recognition goes to our Senior 
Girls Basketball team which 
captured the gold medal at the 
CISAA championships; and Muriel 
Lovshin, who won gold at the 
CISAA finals in Cross-Country. 
She then took home bronze at the 
OFSAA provincial championships.

MarchMarchMarch
Break CampBreak CampBreak Camp

March 13 - 17 
March 20-24

Ages 4-15
1 or 2-Week Options

Lunches & Snacks Included
Age Appropriate Activities
Low Camper to Staff Ratio

Summer Camp Staff 
BVG Upper School

    www.bayviewglencamp.ca      416-449-7746

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS                                 4

 ADVANCEMENT                                              5

 STAFF PROFILES                                            6

 STUDENT WELL-BEING                                7

 GLOBAL EDUCATION                                8-9

 ATHLETICS                                                  10-11
 
 REMEMBRANCE DAY                               12-13
 
 HOLIDAY CONCERTS                                14-15

 PRESCHOOL AND LOWER SCHOOL      16-17

 PREP SCHOOL                                           18-19

 UPPER SCHOOL                                        20-21

 ALUMNI                                                             22

 PARENT ASSOCIATION                                 23



December 2022    bayviewglen.ca4 5

youthank For everything you do to strengthen  
our teaching, learning and community: 
we thank you.

•Visit us online: bayviewglen.ca   •Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/bayviewglen
•Follow us on Twitter: @bayviewglen   •Follow us on Instagram: @bayviewglen_torontoConnect

message from the 

Board of Directors
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For the past 60 years, Bayview Glen has focussed 
on offering its students an unparalleled educational 
experience, both inside and outside the classroom. 

While tuition fees fund most of the day-to-day operating 
expenses of Bayview Glen, tuition fees do not cover the full 
cost of a Bayview Glen education. Philanthropy helps fund 
the extras that give our students and school the Leading 
Edge, and allows us to accelerate our vision of graduating 
students who are truly global citizens. Supporting  
Bayview Glen through philanthropy allows you to enrich 
your child's experience while at Bayview Glen, and also 
enhances the learning experience for future students.

Our main fundraising priorities were developed through 
consultation with key constituents of the Bayview Glen 
community, including school leadership, faculty, parents and 
alumni. The five key priorities are:

1. Turn imagination into action – Provide tools and platforms 
that allow students to apply their passion and aptitude for 
technology.

2. Make our community even more inclusive – Broadens 
Bayview Glen's diversity and inclusion. It includes 
partnerships to share robotics experience with  
lower-income schools and scholarships/bursaries to 
target promising students who could not otherwise access 
a Bayview Glen education.

3. Make the Duncan Mill campus a place of health, learning and 
community – Deliver athletics and wellness programmes 
(once the current capital project is complete) and 
opportunities for the entire Bayview Glen community to 
gather and connect. 

4. Inspire a global perspective – Build global awareness and 
competencies for Bayview Glen students.

5. Foster resilience through adaptability –  Ensure that Bayview 
Glen can adapt effectively to unexpected challenges such 
as the recent COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Annual Fund is one important way in which you can 
support the school's mission and further philanthropy at 
Bayview Glen. A consistent and reliable Annual Fund creates 
financial stability and allows school leadership to think 
beyond day-to-day finances and make strategic decisions 
for the future.

Your gift to the Annual Fund is an investment in the 
successful future of our students and the Bayview Glen 
community. I encourage everyone to consider donating 
to the Annual Fund and helping further a culture of 
philanthropy at Bayview Glen. It is important to note that 
every contribution matters, no matter the amount, and we 
are as focussed on increasing participation levels as we are 
the dollar amounts raised. 

Thank you in advance for your support and for helping build 
the Bayview Glen legacy for future generations of students.

Thank you for helping our students thrive in a vibrant, 
passionate and innovative setting!

Your contributions, past and present, are what continually 
enriche the student experience at Bayview Glen. As an 
independent school, we rely on your generosity to empower 
students, attract first-rate teachers and offer the many 
resources needed to provide a well-rounded, forward-thinking 
education in a rapidly changing world.

Our goal is bold: 100% participation in giving to Bayview Glen.

Together, we can make this happen.

Your gift, every gift, will write a new chapter in our treasured 
history.

Thank you for leaving your mark, today.

Carol Anne Ruscica 
Senior Director of Advancement

By: Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement

News from
Advancement
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Lisa Reikman  
Bayview Glen Board of Directors 

Online: bayviewglen.ca/donate

Phone: 416.386.6626

Email: cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 

Ways to Donate

The Case for Philanthropy

There are many ways you can make your gift to 
Bayview Glen.  

  
Donate through the United Way and via workplace giving. 

• Online: Our charitable registration number is: 
131097453RR0001.

• By form: There is a section of the form where you can 
direct a portion of your gift to another registered charity. 
You can use the information above to complete the 
United Way's Form.

Donating by phone: To make your gift via MasterCard, 
Visa or American Express, please contact: Carol Anne at 
416.386.6626.

Matching Gifts: Did you know some organizations will 
match the charitable contributions of their employees? 
Double the impact of your charitable giving by asking your 
employer about Matching Gifts. 

Gifts of Securities: By donating publicly traded securities, 
you can eliminate capital gains tax that you’d have to 
pay if you sold the securities. Please contact Carol Anne 
to discuss if you are interested in donating securities to 
Bayview Glen.

Thank you in advance for your gift.

For naming opportunities or to discuss how your family can make 
a pledge, please contact: Carol Anne Ruscica at 416.386.6626 or 
cruscica@bayviewglen.ca.

Giving Opportunities

An Example of the Tax Benefit for donating  
Gifts of Securities to Bayview Glen:*

Sell Shares and 
Donate Cash

Donate Shares 
Directly

Current Fair Market Value $25,000 $25,000 

Original Purchase Price $10,000 $10,000 

Capital Gain $15,000 $15,000 

Taxable Gain (50%) $7,500 $0 

Marginal Tax Rate in Ontario 46.41% 0%

Tax on Gain at Marginal Rate $3,480 $0 

Charitable Tax Receipt $25,000 $25,000 

Tax Credit at Marginal Rate $11,602 $11,602 

Net Tax Savings $8,122 $11,602 

Total Tax Savings $8,122 $15,082 

Net Cost of Donation $16,878 $9,918 

*The chart above assumes a tax rate of 50 percent.

Goal: 100% Participation

Grade 2 students participating in the Art class

boardchair@bayviewglen.ca



December 2022    bayviewglen.ca6 7

Hi everyone! I am delighted to be joining the Bayview Glen community as the Publication and 
Content Co-ordinator. 

As a Graphic Design graduate of St. Lawrence College in Kingston, ON, I am a creative thinker and a 
certified Registered Graphic Design (RGD) member.

I also have two undergraduate degrees in Clinical Lab and Agriculture Engineering, but my passion and talent for 
art inspired me to continue my education in Graphic Design. During my college studies and working in different 
environments, I have gained sound knowledge of Branding, Packaging Design, Magazine Editorial Illustration, Book 
Cover Design, Web Design, Illustration, Motion Graphics, 3D Design and all the graphic design software. I look forward to 
adding value to the Bayview Glen community.

Hi everyone! I am very excited to be joining the Bayview Glen community this year as the Marketing 
and Social Media Co-ordinator. I recently moved from County Derry, Ireland. So far, I’m embracing 

and loving city life in downtown Toronto but check back in with me when my first real winter begins!

I am here on a gap year from my studies at Ulster University Belfast, where I study Communication Management and 
Public Relations. Before this I previously graduated with a Foundation Degree in Computer Science. I hope to bring skills I 
have from both degrees to support the Advancement Team.

Bayview Glen has so many opportunities; every day brings something different, whether it’s a Gift Sale, Talent Show, or 
band rehearsal. The Bayview Glen community has welcomed me with open arms, and I am so grateful to be a part of it!.

Outside of work, I’m usually out for walks, at the gym, baking cakes, obsessing over pop culture, or listening to podcasts 
or music (specifically Drake). I also look forward to my first ski season in Canada, to see if Blue Mountain beats the Alps.

If I see you at the next event, or even just in the hallways, please stop me and say hello!

Publication and Content Co-ordinator 

Marketing and Social Media Co-ordinator 

Mansoureh Pourmasoud

Clodagh Young

Hello! I am very excited to be joining the Bayview Glen community! I’ve spent my summers at camp 
for more than 15 years, falling in love with the beautiful surroundings, awesome outdoor activities and 

the friendships and bonds that come from these adventures! I am thrilled to share new experiences 
during the upcoming camp season with the Bayview Glen Camp family! 

My background is in community and social services, graduating from Nipissing University with a Bachelor's degree 
in Child and Family Studies. Before Bayview Glen, my career was primarily focussed on child and youth programme 
development through various roles from Youth Engagement Facilitator to Camp Programme Leader. Most recently, I was 
the Lead Programme Co-ordinator for Ronald McDonald House Charity Camp Programmes, which serves families with 
children who are receiving active treatment in hospital. I have always been drawn to working with children and believe 
that camp is a fantastic environment for encouraging growth and development – while creating lifelong skills 
 and friendships! 

Assistant Camp Director
Julia Bursa

Bullying is an imbalance of power 
that is hurtful, harmful, and often 
instills fear through repeated 

actions or words. 

The Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health (CAMH) found 23 percent of  

children in Ontario reported being bullied at 
school. Children who are bullied or are bullying 

other children are susceptible to behavioural, emotional, and 
relationship problems. Bullying also impacts school  
performance. 

The Government of Ontario has designated the third week of 
November to be the Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week 
in schools across the province. From November 15-25, 
Bayview Glen launched a two-week bullying awareness and  
prevention campaign in a concerted effort to raise awareness 
about bullying, to understand its impact, promote a positive 
school environment, and to make clear bullying is not  
acceptable in our school. 

Odd Socks Day was celebrated to kickstart our campaign and 
we ended the week with Odd Tie Day. These days were used 
to promote inclusion and belonging. Everyone should feel they 
belong and so we celebrated each person’s individuality and 
uniqueness while sending a clear message,  
“it’s okay to stand out.”   
Custom-made “BVG bullying stops here" buttons were given 
to each student and staff to proudly show that we collectively 
stand against acts of bullying. There were presentations that 
aimed to break the code about snitching, illustrating the 
differences between snitching and reporting, or tattletaling 
versus reporting/telling. We want to ensure students know 
when to speak up so that they do not suffer in silence.   

A poetry/spoken word competition was launched during 
the second week of our bullying awareness and prevention 
programming with prizes awarded for each winner from 
the Lower, Prep, and Upper Schools. There were assembly 
presentations which, included guest speaker, Donnovan 
Bennett, fresh from covering the Grey Cup for Sportsnet. 

Student leaders also joined a roundtable discussion with 
our guest speaker. We capped off bullying awareness and 
prevention weeks with Pink Shirt/Spirit Day. 

Bullying Awareness and Prevention-Stronger Together pink 
shirts were made available for purchase from the PA Shop and 

a portion of the proceeds donated to charity. Everyone was 
encouraged to wear pink shirts and stand up against bullying. 
Strong participation from students and staff reinforced our 
theme for two weeks. The notion we are stronger together 
highlighted the importance of allyship. We will continue this 
important work to foster a caring, inclusive, and positive 
environment in our school and beyond.

Further reading: “Stand Up for Yourself and Your Friends: 
Dealing with Bullies and Bossiness and Finding a Better Way” 
by Patti Kelley Criswell

Next programming: The National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women.

By: Antoinette Morgan, MA, MSW, BSW, RSW 
Director of Student Well-Being

Bullying Awareness and Prevention 

Odd Tie Day

(Below are pics of Odd Socks Day and Odd Tie Day)

Odd Socks Day

Staff Profiles Student Well-Being

December 2022    bayviewglen.ca6
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W On November 8th, Upper School students joined a live event hosted by the Centre for Global Education (CGE) from the UN Climate Change Conference in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. This event examined the complex nature of climate change, connected students with innovators at the conference and explored

By: Michelle Yarndley, Director of Global Education

News from
Global Education

International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women: #WomenLifeFreedom

Women
Life

Freedom

Round Square aims to build greater international 
understanding and develop our students’ ability 
to respectfully share and listen to differing views, 
without judgement. The most open, honest, and 
brave conversations are invariably those initiated 
and facilitated by students. Over the past two 
years, more than 25,000 students have joined 

a Round Square Zoom Postcard, covering a range of issues, 
such as: inclusion, mental health or climate action, and lighter 
discussions like recipes, music, and pop-culture around the 
world. Each week, a Round Square school hosts a 60-minute 
dialogue on the theme of their choice that other schools can 
join. In May, Bayview Glen Prep School students hosted a 
Postcard on The Great Reset that reimagined the world after the 
pandemic. Our most recent Postcard for Upper School students, 
hosted by Stanford Lake College in South Africa, focussed on 
Mental Health Awareness. It featured 120 participants from 
21 schools in 12 countries: Argentina, Armenia, Canada, China, 
Colombia, India, Kenya, Pakistan, Peru, Switzerland, South 
Africa and the United States. Students should check the Prep or 
Upper School Round Square Groups on Edsby for details about 
upcoming Postcards.

On November 25, Upper School students joined a virtual 
learning event hosted by the Centre for Global Education 
(CGE) to recognize the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women. For this day, CGE focussed 
on eliminating violence against women and girls around 
the world and specifically the #WomenLifeFreedom 
campaign. Initiated in Iran following the arrest and death 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, this movement has spread 
globally. Participants had the opportunity to learn about the 
movement’s symbols and messages and to act in solidarity 
through messages of their own.

COP27: Live from  
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt

CAIS Middle School Student 
Leadership Programme

Upcoming Global Education  
Events 

Round Square Zoom Postcards

On November 8, Upper School students joined a live event 
hosted by the Centre for Global Education (CGE) from the 
UN Climate Change Conference in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. 
This event examined the complex nature of climate change, 
connected students with innovators at the conference and 
explored practical steps youth can take to make a difference. 
Following the live town hall, students were encouraged 
by their peers at COP27 to take one small step to address 
climate change in their local community. As a member of 
EcoSchools, Bayview Glen is committed to environmental 
learning and climate action across all areas of the school.  

On November 23, members of the Prep School Student 
Council joined their counterparts at CAIS schools across 
Canada in the first of a three-part student leadership 
experience designed to develop leadership competencies 
while working on a school-based project. Leadership 
coach and motivational speaker, Andy Thibodeau engaged 
students with inspiring stories and his desire to "make 
caring contagious." Small group discussions were led by 
CAIS Senior School leaders to help their younger peers 
create concrete action plans for their schools. Students will 
hear from Andy Thibodeau again and reconnect with their 
student leadership peers in January to discuss ideas and 
the next steps on their leadership projects.

December 1, 2022 
Creating Inclusive School Environments

December 2, 2022 
Charting Arctic Marine Biodiversity Using Environmental 
(e)-DNA

December 6, 2022 
Conserving Sea Turtles Live in Nicaragua

December 6, 2022 
Ethnomathematics: A Cultural Approach to Math

December 9, 2022 
Building Better Vaccines with Dr. Bowen Li

December 12, 2022 
Polar Bears Live in Svalbard

Additional details and updates are available on the  
Prep and Upper School Round Square Edsby Groups.

COP27

9December 2022    bayviewglen.ca8
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The Gryphons had a fantastic fall season on the 
fields, courts and trails this year. We had over 500 
athletes participating in sport, comprising over 30 
teams in basketball, volleyball, cross-country and 
volleyball.

Our younger athletes represented their school 
with pride at our festival tournaments throughout 
the season, where they learned the important 
values of teamwork, athletic integrity, dedication 
and responsibility. Congratulations to our U11 Boys 
Soccer team, which earned the very prestigious 
“Champions of Character” pennant at their final 
tournament at Country Day School. This pennant 
was awarded to our team for showing kindness, 
fairness, respect, and sportsmanship.

All of our U13 and U14 teams advanced to final four 
tournaments at the end of the season, with the U13 
Girls Basketball team capturing the Bronze medal 
at the championship. The U14 Girls Basketball team 
played in the final game, receiving the Silver medal 
in the league. Congratulations, to Justin Chu, who 
earned the Bronze medal at the CISAA  
Cross-Country championship, and to the U11 Boys 
Cross-Country team for placing 1st in the association 
on the final race day.

We are looking forward to an amazing winter 
season with our Gryphons!

By: Heather Woodard, Athletic Director, 
Lower and Prep School

Lower and Prep School  
Fall Athletics

Congratulations to all the Upper School teams on a 
highly successful fall season! 

The Senior Girls D2 Basketball, Senior Girls D2 
Soccer, Senior Boys D2 Volleyball, and Senior 
Cross-Country teams all competed at their 
respective CISAA championships.

Senior Cross-Country also had five runners – 
Brianna Lovshin, Muriel Lovshin, Kai Shaw, 
Olivia Lauterbach, and Claire Pinkerton – qualify for 
OFSAA. 

Our teams had some fantastic results on 
championship Saturday, November 5.

Senior Cross-Country

Murial Lovshin, OFSAA XC Senior Women 6K 
Bronze medalist! Brianna Lovshin, OFSAA Novice 
Women 5K 13th place out of 243 runners

Senior Girls D2 Basketball

CISAA Championship Final, Gold medalists

Senior Girls D2 Soccer

CISAA Championship Final, Silver medalists

Senior Boys D2 Volleyball 

CISAA Championships undefeated regular season 
and semi-finalists

By: Kevin Neville, Athletic Director,  
Upper School

Upper School Fall Athletics

This year, the Senior Cross-Country team had 
a very successful season with many athletes 
achieving personal bests at our CISAA finals at 
Lakefield College School. We had a record number 
of five individuals who advanced from the CISAA 
championships to OFSAA, the provincial race held 
at Dagmar Ski Resort on November 5.  
In the novice category, we had Claire Pinkerton and 
Brianna Lovshin racing the 4 km course. Brianna ran 
an impressive race, moving up in the field to finish 
13th in all of Ontario. Our junior athletes,  
Kai Shaw and Olivia Lauterbach, both ran 
impressive 5 km races, beating their previous times 
from a few weeks prior on the same course.  

A special congratulations to our Grade 11 athlete, 
Muriel Lovshin, who competed in the senior girls 
6 km race consisting of both Grade 11 and 12 
athletes. Muriel stuck to her race plan and ran with 
the top group throughout a challenging and hilly 
course – pushing the pace and sticking with the 
top runners as they pulled away from the rest of 
the field in the final kilometre. Muriel raced to an 
impressive Bronze medal finish in a time of 22:34 
in a very competitive field of runners from across 
the province. We are SO PROUD of our Gryphon 
runners. Congratulations on a great cross-country 
season!

By: Kristin Carpenter and Colleen Hennessy, 
Cross-Country Coaches

OFSAA Cross-Country

Thank you to the parents, families, and friends who 
were present at the semi-final and final games in 
November. The positive energy and support you 
brought was infectious. In my 12 years of coaching 
at Bayview Glen, it was easily one of the most 
animated environments I have been a part of at a 
sporting event. Trailing at half-time of both games, 
by as much as 10 points in the semi-final, the team 
managed to beat HTS 55-51 in overtime, and then 
TYS 35-26 in the final.

That Saturday wrapped up an undefeated 
season and a gold medal. What made this team 
unstoppable was their togetherness. Every practice 
and every game ended with arms locked in full 
support, a raucous cheer, and a hearty laugh.

As Mr. Lee mentioned in his congratulatory 
remarks, the fortitude and perseverance the girls 
showed will stay with them throughout their lives 
and benefit them in ways that they may not now 
know. Coach Rad and I have always echoed those 
ideals – that the skills and relationships they build 
go beyond basketball. We are thankful to be part 
of the team. Congratulations to the following girls 
on an exemplary season!

Alida Kanji, Amali Wijeysundera, Aneesa Tejani, 
Charlotte Mathew, Emma Chu, Fiona Tsui, 
Jennifer Freeman, Jessica Simmons, Kiera Hui,  
Lara Sharma, Mirai Chloe Chiba, Reese Tatters, 
Taleen Sahakian, Teja Sherlock

By: Steven Baumgartner, Team Coach 

CISAA Senior Girls D2  
Basketball Champions
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November 10 marked the first time in over a decade that the 
Lower School, Prep School and Upper School came together. 
The last time was the opening of the Bayview Glen Turf Field 

in 2007.   

During this span of time, Remembrance Day ceremonies have 
become an important part of the Bayview Glen year, making it even 
more fitting that our first ‘Whole School’ event in 15 years occurred 
on Remembrance Day.    

Some 10 years ago, now-retired Lieutenant Colonel Arif Hirji, was 
a relatively new parent in the Lower School. His daughter, who 
currently attends university in France and is an ambassador for 
climate justice, was in Ms. Kanary’s Grade 3 class. Her students and 
Lieutenant Colonel Hirji organized a ceremony to better understand 
why we take time to pause and reflect on Remembrance Day.  

This ceremony continued to be hosted by Ms. Kanary and grew to 
include others — Mr. Baumgartner, Mr. Jones, the Music Departments.  
By 2019, Remembrance Day became a major event at Bayview Glen. 

In 2020, faced with the constraints of the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
was important the school did all it could to maintain programming. 
This meant acknowledging Remembrance Day in a manner 
consistent with the school’s history. As a result, the event grew. All 
three divisions (Lower, Prep and Upper) collaborated to film  
online ceremonies. 

Both pandemic Remembrance Day events united the campuses and 
provided a future roadmap.

This year’s event was truly a collective effort that struck a reflective 
tone. Planning began in September, with a team that included  
Ms. Kanary, the Music and IT departments, Maintenance staff, Heads 
of the schools and most importantly, the students.

The preparation team embraced the idea of an outdoor setting for 
the ceremony. 

With bagpipes ushering in the Honour Guard, Mr. Lee’s opening 
address, Captain Federico’s reflection, songs from Upper School 
students Sara and Elicia, along with musical additions from the 
Grade 3 choir and Upper School band, the ceremony paid tribute to 
the millions of Canadians who have served and sacrificed.

Captain Federico challenged students to think about how they can 
make a positive difference. Our community reflected on all the 
sacrifices made in the name of peace, hope and a pathway to a 
better future. 

Being able to gather as one aligned nicely with our Whole Child: 
Whole Life: Whole World mission. It also gave all attendees the 
opportunity to be part of something bigger than themselves.

By: Jesse Denison, Head of Lower School and Preschool

Remembrance Day



December 2022    bayviewglen.ca14 15

Holiday
Concerts

Come Join Us for a Night of Enjoyment
Tickets must be presented at the door for admission

J.T.M. Guest Theatre 
Moatfield Campus, 85 Moatfield Drive, Toronto 

2022

Upper School
Thursday, December 8 

 at 7:00 p.m.

Info: Debbie Rennicks

416.386.6610

Prep School
Thursday, December 15 

at 7:00 p.m.

Info: Jennifer Clarkin

416.386.6631

Lower School
Tuesday, December 20 

 at 7:00 p.m.

Info: Cornelia Stancescu

416.386.6637
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The collaborative process in learning cannot be 
underestimated. As noted by Cornell University’s Center 
for Teaching Innovation, collaborative learning allows for:

• Development of higher-level thinking, oral communication, 
self-management, and leadership skills.

• Promotion of student-faculty interaction.

• Increase in student retention, self-esteem, and 
responsibility.

• Exposure to and an increase in understanding of diverse 
perspectives.

• Preparation for real life social and employment situations.

(Collaborative Learning, 
https://teaching.cornell.edu/teaching-resources/active-collaborative-learning/
collaborative-learning)

Within Bayview Glen Lower School and Preschool, the 
capacity for collaborative learning is immense. Not only do 
students of the same grade level learn from each other daily; 
our school programming provides experiences where students 
of different grade levels and school divisions can learn from 
each other. 

The Reading Buddy Programme from BG2 to Grade 5:  
This programme not only involves our older Lower School 
students reading and completing activities together with 
our younger students, but lasting friendships are formed 
throughout the programme. This provides our older students 
a wonderful leadership role while strengthening their own 
reading skillset, and our younger students gain further 
exposure to literacy-based activities, reading, and social skill 
development.

Peer Tutoring and After School Care Programmes:   
The Peer Tutoring Programme pairs Upper School students 
with a Lower School student to support in a specific subject 
area. Upper School students also support our  
Lower School students during the After-School Care 
Programme with homework, activities, and outdoor play.

Assembly Presentations:    
Weekly assemblies allow classes to present and share 
information about various celebrations, core values, 
and events. Whether through skits, songs, readings or 
presentations our students engage in valuable learning 
together. Book reviews are also shared by students and our 
Grade 5 hosts always do a wonderful job at facilitating these 
learning experiences. Public speaking skills are fostered, and 
confidence grown through these weekly gatherings.

Special Events:     
The Halloween Jamboree prepared by students in the  
Grade 12 Leadership class for our Lower School students, the 
whole school Remembrance Day assembly, and now our 
Better Beginnings initiative are just a few of our special events 
that span divisions.

These activities provide us a snapshot as to the benefits of 
collaborative, student teaching student, experiences. These 
opportunities allow our students to learn authentically, build 
confidence, and nurture deep understanding of content. They 
also further support our mission towards Whole Child: 
Whole Life: Whole World which is always at the forefront of  
our programming.

By: Erika Gillespie, Director of Teaching and Learning, Lower School and Preschool

Students Teaching Students

Preschool and Lower School (BG2 to Grade 5)
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The Preschool is excited to introduce an indoor “Tower Garden” 
within our school community! It all started from an inquiry around 
the human relationship with food and plant life. While reading one 
of our favourite books, “Phyllis’s Orange Shirt” by Phyllis Webstad, 
some students from BG3B inquired about Indigenous knowledge 
around food preservation. Through research, we began having more 
discussions around spoilage, food security, and wastage. “How do 
we preserve food? Can we grow food?” were some of the questions 
asked. BG3s also quickly related to their own practices with food 
and care through sharing their healthy choices at lunch while also 
reflecting on how much is scraped off their plates following their 
meals. It was decided that this inquiry aligned nicely with our goal as 
a school to lessen our environmental footprint and continue taking 
care of our environment in meaningful ways. 

As ECEs and fellow researchers, we brainstormed how to create 
opportunities for the Preschool to lead their inquiries around the 
relationship with food and care. We began researching resources for 
curating our own foods and herbs that can be served for snacks and 
lunch. After getting our hands on an indoor garden, we also invited 
Chef Robert to join us in a discussion about his role in the school 
community and his ideas on the relationship between food  
and care.   

We are thrilled to continue collaborating with our students in 
creating opportunities that will not only foster ownership, a sense 
of autonomy, and well-being but also help promote a deeper 
connection with our school community. Here’s to ‘growing’ with the 
Whole Child!  

From Inquiry to Action: Preschool Explores 
the Relationship Between Food and Care

We were so honoured to participate in the Whole School 
Remembrance Day Ceremony.   

We found out about our role at this event during choir 
practice! That’s when all the students in Grade 3 discovered 
we would be singing a song called, “Take One Minute to 
Stand” performing for Grades 3 to 12. 

In our L3A classroom, we also practiced, “In Flanders Field” 
to perform at the assembly. We were very excited about our 
role in the ceremony, but when we saw all the chairs set up 
on the Turf Field, we started to get a little nervous! 
While we practiced our lines, we got more confident. It 
was very exciting to work with student leaders from our 
school who were all older than us. We realized our roles in 
the assembly were very important. We walked in with the 
Honour Guard, read the names of fallen Canadian soldiers, 
shared history about Remembrance Day and participated 
in handing a symbol of Peace to our honoured military 
guests. When we saw our guests in uniform, it made us 
feel so proud to share this day for them, with them. We 
really appreciate how important it is to observe a minute of 
silence to stand and remember in gratitude.

By: Salima Harji and William Leong-Poi, Grade 3
Remembrance Day

By: Warda Batool, MA, RECE, 
BG3 Homeroom Teacher



The Chapter is important to Bayview Glen because it strives to celebrate 
equity, diversity, and inclusion, most importantly, knowledge.  
The philosopher Zhuangzi once wrote: "Great knowledge is universal. 
Small knowledge is limited". This quote spoke to the Chapter because it 
represents everything we strive for. We recognize that different cultures 
and celebrations help us create a better understanding of our world's 
differences. So far this year, students in the Prep School have recognized 
several cultural celebrations including: Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, 
Islamic Heritage Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, Women’s History 
Month, Diwali, and Hindu Heritage Month, with many more to come. 

We recognize these cultures and celebrations to show respect for other 
communities and have others understand the roots of their cultural 
history. Members of our community should have a better understanding 
of the various cultures that make up our student body to help us discover 
our different heritage. It never hurts to try something new! 

During Islamic Heritage Month, we watched a video during which the 
Honourable Ahmed Hussen, Minister of Housing and Diversity and 
Inclusion said, “In Canada, diversity is a fact, but inclusion is a choice.” 

If you are wondering how you can make sure you are including everyone, 
you can join in by asking other communities about how they celebrate 
their cultures. There are so many opportunities for us to learn about 
the different cultures represented within our Bayview Glen community. 
Thomas Huxley said it best, “Try to learn something about everything and 
everything about something.”

Gabriel Celeghin and Simrin Kassam, Co-Heads of the Chapter, 
Prep Student Council

Prep School Student Council

The Chapter Celebrates Diversity  
within our Student Body

The Importance of 
Giving Back

Prep School (Grades 6 to 8)
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Exploring Mathematics 
and Computing 
Beyond the Classroom

This academic year, students in the  
Prep School will have four opportunities to 
participate in co-curricular mathematics and 

computing contests. All our students took part in the 
Beaver Computing Challenge earlier this month and 
will also all write the Mathematica Centrum contest 
in April. Additionally, students can opt in to write the 
AMC 8 and Gauss contests this Spring. 

These contests are a wonderful way for our students 
to continue to hone their mathematical reasoning and 
computational thinking skills beyond their lessons. 
They provide a meaningful method through which our 
students can engage with their knowledge base within 
these subjects and apply that knowledge to novel 
situations in which they are asked to find creative 
solutions. 

The University of Waterloo’s Centre for Education 
in Mathematics and Computing (CEMC) is a strong 
proponent of participation in mathematics and 
computing contests, as they help students develop 
invaluable skills like creative problem-solving and  
big-picture thinking. 

As we encourage our students to think about how 
they might develop their global competencies and 
21st century skills, it is important to ensure that they 
have opportunities to discover and grow a love of 
mathematics and computer science, as confidence in 
these areas fuels advancement across other subject 
areas as well.

By: Greg Ryerson, Director of Teaching 
and Learning, Prep School

I usually get mixed reactions when I tell people I have been at  
Bayview Glen for almost 30 years. Everything from; “Wow! 
Congratulations!” to “Why the same school for so long?” I explain that 
when you find a school that shares your Core Values, which cares for its 
community, and eventually becomes your second home, you have found 
something good and rare. My journey began back in the early 1990s. 
Having received my Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Toronto, 
I travelled to Perugia, Italy. Over the next two years, I studied Modern and 
Classic Italian Literature and explored the country by travelling along its 
countryside.    

This enriching and visual gastronomic experience eventually led me back 
to Canada, where my teaching journey began. I returned to my alma 

Staff Profile: (Anna) Rita Iafrate, B. Ed., OCT 
Prep English and Geography, After School Supervisor

mater and enrolled in OISE/UofT, where I obtained my Bachelor of 
Education degree and Special Education Specialist designation.

I first joined the faculty as a member of the Senior Kindergarten 
team; this allowed me to witness the development of young minds, 
including my own children, Elena (25) and Adrian (22), who attended 
Bayview Glen for 10 years. In 2005, I moved to the Prep division. 

Presently, I am proud to be a Homeroom teacher to P8A and 
teach English and Geography to Grade 7 and 8 creative, witty, and 
boisterous students.

Hello! We are Amy Tsaur and Madelyn Cunha, your Co-Heads of 
Community Outreach for the Prep School Student Council. We 
are joined by Assistant Heads, Shravya Ravella and Amelie Choy, 
and our faculty liaison, Ms. Lanci. Together, we are looking forward 
to an amazing year of giving and awareness building.  

Collectively, we have been at the school for 12 years and have 
had many opportunities to help the community, one of them 
being the Better Beginnings campaign. As you know, Bayview 
Glen has been a part of this important collaboration with the 
Lumenus organization for 21 years. We are so fortunate to have 
the privilege of organizing the Prep School’s efforts this year. This 
is not a responsibility we take lightly and know that our fellow 
Prepsters understand how important their participation is.

Giving back has resonated with us for as long as we can 
remember. During the holiday season in particular, we should give 
back to people in need because we can; we have the resources 
and opportunity to do good. Why wouldn’t we? We were once 
told by someone that we should ‘leave the world a better place 
than how we found it.’ This is a special quote for us for many 
reasons. It ties closely to our school’s Core Values. 

The last two years have made it challenging to help the 
community to our fullest potential, but we are on our toes again 
and ready to go! 

Amy Tsaur and Madelyn Cunha, Co-Heads of Community 
Outreach, Prep Student Council

Discussing Report Cards

By: Leen-Jan van ‘t Hof, Director of Teaching and 
Learning, Upper School, and Greg Ryerson,  
Director of Teaching and Learning, Prep School

At Bayview Glen, a key tenet of our mission statement 
is that we support the Whole Child - we nurture each 
student’s full potential and confidence. To be able to do 

so we need to think not only about our students’ grades, but 
we also need to look at what learning they take away from 
the classroom and how that allows them to develop their full 
potential beyond the school walls. 

When we, and our students, sift through the information 
provided through a grade or a mark, it is important to look 
for those areas where our students felt confident in their 
learning. What allowed them to feel confident? 

Conversely, when our students do not feel confident in their 
learning we also need to dig deeper to determine why. What 
stood in the way of their learning? 

Psychologist Carol Dweck has defined the difference 
between a growth mindset and a fixed mindset. When a 
student approaches their learning with a growth mindset, 
they will use phrases like “I haven’t mastered that yet,” or “I’m 
still working toward that”, A student who approaches their 
learning with a fixed mindset might be heard to exclaim “I 
can’t do it,” or “I’ll never get that right.” 

To support our students in the development of their growth 
mindset, an effective step is to praise the effort they put into 
their work rather than just praising the mark that was earned. 
We can also praise or discuss the way in which they prepared 
for an assessment, the strategies they used when organizing 
their notes and study materials, or what important new 
insights they gained.

A growth mindset focusses on the process of learning and 
having a conversation about what was learned, what was 
taken away, what skills they have used and developed, and 
how to transfer those skills into the real world. It helps our 
students to build and strengthen all the different skills they 
need for their success now and in the future!
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Upper School (Grades 9 to 12)

One of the things I’ve loved most about my 20+ 
years at Bayview Glen is how it ha’s allowed me to learn more 
about a wonderful variety of cultures, religions and identities 
that weren’t previously familiar to me. That’s because I grew up 
in small town Nova Scotia.

It has been exciting to share in Bayview Glen’s learning and 
growth as we pursue – individually, as departments, and as a 
staff – learning opportunities like the Mental Health First Aid 
course and as we take action to ensure the curriculum reflects 
our school community and the wider world. I’m excited to think 
about the new ways we can facilitate our community coming 
together and sharing important parts of ourselves and  
our identities. 

Being back in the Upper School (after returning to the  
Prep School where I spent five years) and working with 
an excellent group of colleagues in the English and Arts 
departments continues to be a great experience.  

As Department Head of English, I’ve enjoyed seeing how our 
book lists reflect our ongoing search for texts that really speak 
to our students, both as mirrors that reflect the reader and as 
windows into less familiar stories.  

After a couple of years where the arts have looked so different, 
it has been wonderful to have in-person play rehearsals. I am 
extremely excited about this year’s production, working with a 
fantastic group of student leaders, actors, and crew members. 
We’ve already had a lot of fun. 

More information will come about our production, but pencil in 
our performance dates on the evenings of February 23 and 24. 

Having been the founding advisor of the now-defunct 
Diversity Group, it’s exciting to see clubs like Girl Up!; BIPOC; 
the Asian Heritage Association; and a nascent GSA running in  
the Upper School. 

Staff Profile: Matthew J. Clark,  
Department Head (English), Upper School

Hi everyone!

We are Arietta and James, your Co-Heads 
of the Student Life of 2022-2023 for the 
Upper School.

We have been at Bayview Glen for 11 and 
nine years, respectively. Throughout our 
Bayview Glen journey, we have had such 
wonderful experiences and long-lasting 
memories that will stay with us throughout 
our entire lives. We are active members in 
the Bayview Glen community and strive 
to make an impact on our school and our 
peers. Being on the Student Council is 
an amazing and rewarding position that 
allows us to be involved and connected 
with the whole Upper School community. 
As Co-Heads of Student Life, we are 
responsible for creating inclusive and 
spirit filled events. Our intention is to 
create stronger bonds between grades, 
competition between the four houses, 
and an unforgettable year that we can 
all reminisce about in the years to come. 
We plan to create spirit weeks where 
each day will represent a different theme 
and students will be allowed to dress 
accordingly. Mentor trivia challenges will 
feature mentor groups which can compete 
for prizes, and assembly games where we 
can run games like the blind taste test in 
front of the entire Upper School. These are 
a few of the ideas we plan to implement 
this year. We are so thankful for our 
elected position and are looking forward to 
making our impact at Bayview Glen.

 

James Simmons and Arietta Vayenas, 
Co-Heads of the Student Life, Upper School 
Student Council

Upper School 
Student Council

Global Ideas Institute

The 2022-23 Global Ideas Institute 
launched on November 2. 
Eight members of Bayview Glen 

attended: Rohan Sane, Adrianna Khalil, 
Kaiyan Chu, Rayhan Mamdani,  
Leslie Gao, Natalie Kongkham,  
Santhiya Kuhan, and I, Eva Anchekova. 

The Global Ideas Institute (GII), is a  
six-month programme where 
secondary school students work in 
teams to create innovative solutions to 
real-world problems. Throughout the 
next six months, we will work together 
and get advice from University of 
Toronto students, who will guide us to 
create potential solutions to 
our problems.  

The problem we are tackling this 
year surrounds the global challenges 

in education. The goal is to ensure 
that a quality, inclusive and equitable 
education is available to all. 

Bayview Glen attended the launch 
of GII at the University of Toronto 
School. We heard from Rie Kijima, an 
assistant professor at the Munk School 
of Global Affairs and Public Policy at 
the University of Toronto. She spoke 
about her research on international 
assessments, education reforms, 
gender and STEAM learning. After 
her keynote speech, we split into two 
teams and met our mentors, to discuss 
our next steps.

We are very excited about the next six 
months. We cannot wait to come up 
with creative solutions for the growing 
issues in education.

By: Eva Anchekova, Grade 11
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Photos from 
November
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STAY CONNECTED WITH

#BVGAlumni
Website bayviewglen.ca/alumni
Email alumni@bayviewglen.ca 

BVG L!NK bvglink.firsthand.co 
      

Follow us @BVGAlumni

Message from the 
Alumni Association 
Board

Hello, my Grade 12 Calculus teacher, Mr. Whelan, once 
told me that life was a highlight reel - not a movie. 
When you look back on it, there is no “beginning, 

middle and end.” Instead, it is more like a sporadic collection 
of moments scattered across time.

This June will mark my 10-year anniversary since graduating 
from Bayview Glen. When I think back on my highlight  
reel to-date, some of the best memories that come to mind 
occurred within those walls. It is where teachers opened 
my mind to a field of studies that spanned everything 
from Physics to Psychology. It is where I met my friends 
that I consider extensions of my family today. In those 
transformative years, Bayview Glen is the place that pushed 
me to be the best version of myself.

As a proud member of Bayview Glen’s Alumni Board, I am 
humbled to give back to a community that gave me so 
much. As we head into the holiday season and prepare 
for the new year, I encourage you to participate in Alumni 
events and to continue supporting our Bayview Glen 
community. For me, our Alumni events have always been 
a much-needed pause from everyday life and a chance to 
relive my childhood highlight reel moments once again.

Brandon Shidlowski ’13 
Bayview Glen Alumni Association Board Member

News from
Alumni Relations

Parent Association  
News
New Parent Association Executives
Thank you to all who submitted nomination forms for our Parent 
Association Executive open positions for 2023. We are excited to 
announce our new members: 

Treasurer: Jenn Carbajal 
Co-Social Directors: Maryam Hooshyar and Christina Mantzoutsos 
Art Show Director: Amey Lai  
NISPA Representative: Catherine Sun  
Student Volunteer Directors: Mable Lo and Fariba Hasani

PA Lower School Gift Sale and PA Merry Market 
We had two wonderful events in November spreading the Holiday Season 
joy! Lower School students from BG2 to Grade 5 were very excited to 
shop at the Gift Sale for their loved ones with a great selection of toys 
and gifts to choose from. Merry Market was back in-person this year and 
what a success it was! With over 150 families attending, there was lots 
of opportunity to shop for the holidays with a great selection of goods 
from our various vendors! The big bake sale showcasing our talented 
bakers’ culinary skills was appreciated, and everyone got to enjoy some 
sweet goodies. The class baskets silent auction was well received and 
lots of smiles for the winners. Music was flowing, crafts were built and to 
add even more magic to the event, Santa attended to take pictures with 
your children. Thank you to all vendors, volunteers and families for their 
support, and wishing everyone a festive and joyful holiday season!

Connect:
Visit the Current Parents link on the main website: 
bayviewglen.ca/parent-and student-resources  
 Follow us on Instagram: @theshopbvg  
Follow us on Facebook: Bayview Glen Parent Association 

Coming Up: 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023  
9:00 a.m.  
Parent Association General Meeting  
Daunt Dining Hall, Moatfield Campus 

PA General Meeting 
The Parents Association General Meeting 
was held on Tuesday, November 1 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Daunt Dining Hall.  
We were pleased to welcome several guest 
speakers to share what is happening around 
the school. Ms. Kanary, Lower School 
Teacher, provided us with an update on the 
Better Beginnings Campaign (Lumenus), 
a great partnership for over 20 years with 
Bayview Glen to support families. Thank 
you to the Bayview Glen families for your 
ongoing support in this beautiful initiative. 
We also had a great session with Ms. Morgan, 
Director of Student Well-Being, who shared 
details on her role and her support in the 
school for students. Cindy McConnell, 
PA Shop Manager, shared an update on the 
PA Shop and outlined information on returns 
and exchanges as well as upcoming Sales. 
Alessia Di Cecco, PA President, shared great 
success at the well-attended PA Halloween 
event on October 29 and provided updates 
on the wonderful events organized at  
the school.

Shop Update:
Curbside Drop-off Donations 

Friday, Jan. 13, 2023 - 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
All Donations MUST be washed and folded in 
a bag or box (we will not be able to return it). 
All Consignment items (Blazer, Plaid Tunic, 
Skort or Kilt) must be dry-cleaned and in their 
dry-clean wrapper, with a form attached (see 
website for form).

Holiday Gift Giving - December Promo 
Hair Accessories and Jewelry –25% off  
Spirit Wear/Athletic Gear – 25% off   
Bayview Glen Collection Items – 20% off

As the Holiday Season quickly approaches, it is important to 
reflect on the things we are grateful for. 

Being a member of the Bayview Glen community for the past 
16 years – first as a student, then as an Alumna, and now as 
the Director of Alumni Relations, I have had the opportunity to 
connect with many members of our community, in a number of 
different ways.

If there is one thing to be said about the Bayview Glen 
community, it is that we support each other to grow together. 
I hope that 2023 continues to provide opportunities for us to 
gather and strengthen our Bayview Glen community.

On behalf of the Bayview Glen Alumni Association Board, I 
extend warm wishes to you and your family this holiday season. 
No matter how you plan to spend this special time, we hope it is 
a safe and restful break.

May the magic and warmth of the Holiday Season fill your heart 
into the new year! See you in 2023!

Daniella Brown '10 
Director of Alumni Relations

By: Daniella Brown ’10, Director of Alumni Relations

Alumni Holiday Social
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