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The definition of community 
can often have different 
interpretations based on one’s 

experience and views. If you search 
online, one common theme or 
definition evolves around  
“a unified group sharing common 
interests, values, beliefs and goals.” 
Over the past few weeks, I had the 
chance to meet up with a few of 
our Alumni at Bayview Glen. When 
asked what they missed or enjoyed 
most about the school, their 
unanimous response was 
 “The Community and the 
opportunities that Bayview Glen 
provided.” There are many ways 
to foster a wonderful learning 
environment for children. There 
is no doubt that our teachers 
continue to do an excellent job 
at engagement and connection, 
as they invest every effort to 
deliver an outstanding and quality 
education for our students. At 
the root of engagement, exists a 
fundamental commitment to foster 
a sense of belonging where every 
child feels valued and understood. 
A priority that supports the sense of 
community here at Bayview Glen. 
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A very warm and sincere  
Happy New Year – 2023.   

The Gryphon is the mascot 
of Bayview Glen but what does it 
symbolize besides being a mythical 
animal with a head, wings of an 
eagle, and tail of a lion?  

From many cultures and 
backgrounds, the gryphon is truly 
symbolic. The mythical gryphon is 
a creature of nobility, connecting 
the lion’s valour with the eagle’s 
elegance. While it may be no 
more than a myth, we can draw 
inspiration from understanding 
the history, symbolism, and virtues 
embodied in this fictitious creature.  

At the root of great schools rests 
an abundance of talented, caring, 
passionate, and dedicated teachers. 
We take great pride at Bayview Glen 
with the commitment of our faculty 
and the strong levels of engagement 
fostered throughout our classrooms 
and educational spaces.  

This school year, a new distinction 
and recognition at Bayview Glen 
School has been established, called 
The Order of the Gryphon.

Whether as a member of faculty 
or staff, 25 years is a very special 
milestone in any school. To mark 
this momentous achievement, 
the school will recognize staff 
members who have devoted 
25 years of service to Bayview 
Glen. This year, I am proud to 
acknowledge two recipients of  
The Order of the Gryphon –  
Dagmar Wilson (Business Office) 
and Robin Elliot (Lower School and 
Prep School Visual Art Teacher, 
Bayview Glen Alumna, Class of 
1991).

The gryphon was also thought to 
be loyal and protective. It guarded 
its treasures fiercely – be they a 
person, a place, or in this case, a 
school. 

Thank you for your commitment, 
your service, and your dedication 
to our entire school community.

James Lee 
Head of School

Head of School's 
Message

The transformation of the Bayview Glen School campus has 
entered a new phase.

As of mid-December, a new construction manager is overseeing 
the completion of the Lower School re-design project.    

The Unified Campus Master Plan will also feature a new Athletic 
Complex with an indoor pool and gymnasium.   

The northwest portion of the building currently home to the 
Preschool and Lower School has recently been updated with 
a reinforced foundation paving the way for the rest of the 
enhancements to begin.

The opening of a beautiful new building with renovated 
classrooms for students and staff is slated to be completed for 
March 2023.

Our talented athletes and coaches can expect to walk into the 
new Athletic Complex in June 2024!

These significant upgrades, renovations, and enhancements 
will dramatically augment our campus footprint, programme 
offerings, and the student experience – all while further 
bolstering our legacy of excellence in teaching and learning in 
support of our mission – Whole Child: Whole Life: Whole World.

Regular and ongoing updates on the construction project will 
appear in The Glen, and other Bayview Glen communications 
platforms, including the website: bayviewglen.ca/construction

Unified Campus Master Plan Construction Update 

The new Order of the Gryphon award 
(marking 25 years at BVG) is handed out, 
December 2022

Watch the video update: bayviewglen.ca/construction

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/construction
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/construction
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It has been a few years now since my family joined the 
Bayview Glen school community. As I reflect on what the 
key priorities were in the decision-making process,  

I can share that these have held true for us in our ongoing 
experience. Perhaps some of these considerations were 
the same for you: Bayview Glen’s commitment to inclusion 
across various backgrounds, language, race, income, lived 
experience, and especially the co-ed environment; the 
focus on a breadth of exceptional educational content; an 
environment that supports the whole child; a high level of 
school athletics and co-curricular activities; and we have 
good friends who were already part of the Bayview Glen 
community with a very positive experience.  

Our school provides one of the largest co-ed environments 
in the Canadian independent school system. Each of these 
considerations as well as physical location, tuition and 
fee levels, acceptance, and availability, represented an 
opportunity and a foundation for resilient success in this 
increasingly complex, diverse, and fast-paced world.  
I believe that Bayview Glen is supporting and educating for 
long-term resilience, empathy, understanding, and inclusion 
in the world we live in and want to contribute to.

As a professional accountant for more than 25 years, I know 
for certain there is a need for greater financial literacy, along 
with promoting strong ethics, fraud awareness, and related 
support. I now have the opportunity to work with several 
non-profits to help lead change and drive awareness to 
support our communities.    

So Why was it important for me to consider the opportunity 
to join the Bayview Glen Board of Directors? My initial 
learning about the governance and leadership structure 
of the school was positive. Bayview Glen puts its students 
first, encouraging them to be ‘confident, creative, and 
contributing members of our global society’. Our values 
of Respect, Responsibility, Compassion, Integrity, Equity, 
and Balance guide us and reflect the day-to-day of our 
community.   

Being a member of the Bayview Glen Board is an important 
opportunity. It allows me to contribute from my areas of 
experience and expertise, while continually learning and 
sharing that knowledge. To me this reflects the core strength 
of the Bayview Glen community – to be who you are, to 
contribute and be understood, and make a difference.

Our school is in strong financial health. I look forward to 
helping support this even more as we plan strategically for 
the future.

Bayview Glen is active, focussed on, and curious about 
learning and supporting minds, bodies, and lives. This in turn 
lets each of us build on and use this strength to go out into 
other communities and contribute as leaders and supporters 
in healthy, strong ways. It is my experience that the world, 
and all of our different communities, need more of this 
positive, substantive support. Thank you all for what you do 
as members of our community.

As we enter a New Year, we are grateful to you and 
your family for making the Bayview Glen community 
so vibrant, dynamic and supportive!

Thank you to those who have contributed to Bayview Glen 
this school year. To date, we have raised $161,170, which 
represents 18% of our families and friends of the school.

Your efforts are valued and appreciated in helping us 
provide a world-class teaching and learning environment for 
every student.

Our wish for 2023 is to continue to nurture our students to 
grow and flourish in their own way.

Evolving as educators and offering innovative programming 
to fulfill our mission of Whole Child: Whole Life: Whole World  
remain foundational to our success.

Each gift brings us closer to our goal of 100% participation. 
Join us with your donation and make your mark.

Carol Anne Ruscica 
Senior Director of Advancement

Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement

Advancement 
News

Jennifer Fiddian-Green  
Bayview Glen Board of Directors 

Online: bayviewglen.ca/donate
Phone: 416.386.6626 
Email: cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 

Ways to Donate

The World Needs More of What 
We Grow Everyday 

Thank you for Making a Difference 

Goal: 100% Participation

boardchair@bayviewglen.ca

thank : you
For everything you do to strengthen 
our teaching, learning and community

Board of Director's 
Message
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Over the past decade, I have worked in PR, marketing and media 
relations in the not-for-profit, healthcare and education sectors.    

I am also an entrepreneur who has worked for 20+ years in the 
parenting space.

In my spare time, you will usually find me playing, watching or 
analyzing sports (can’t help myself!) with my husband, three children, 
and others! 

As a passionate storyteller, driven to illustrate impact, I look forward to 
helping share and amplify the amazing things happening at 
Bayview Glen!

Thank you for welcoming me to the Bayview Glen 
community so openly and warmly!     

I am honoured to serve as Director of Communications and Marketing.

I have spent more than 20 years working in some of Canada’s busiest, 
most dynamic regional and national newsrooms as a television 
journalist.

During my tenure at CTV Montreal, I covered daily news until a 
position opened in the sports department, fulfilling a dream! 

I went on to become one of Canada’s first female sportscasters, 
covering amateur and pro sports including the Expos, the Habs (sorry 
Leafs Nation!) and many Olympians.

Staff Profile: Lianne Castelino 
Director of Communications and Marketing

Prep School Holiday Concert, December 2022

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/donate
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://twitter.com/bayviewglen
https://www.facebook.com/bayviewglen/
https://www.instagram.com/bayviewglen_toronto/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Traditionally, January can be a time of renewal and hope, 
but also a tough month for many. Fewer hours of sunlight, 
cold wintery days, driving through icy, snowy conditions 

to school, and work is challenging. Let’s be honest, some of 
us will have already lost some of the sizzle from New Year’s 
resolutions made just hours earlier. And all this while holiday 
bills loom. Indeed, it can be a stressful time. 

In 2005, U.K. psychologist, Dr. Cliff Arnall, identified the third 
Monday of January as the most depressing day of the year. 

Seasons and circumstances impact mental health and result 
in changes in mood and behaviour. One example is: Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD), a type of depression. 

Students are also contending with their own challenges and 
stress factors that weigh on their mental health.    

January 25, 2023, is Bell Let’s Talk Day, created to raise 
awareness about mental health. The Bayview Glen community 
is encouraged to participate in this initiative using #BellLetsTalk 
on social media. Every text message using that hashtag 
ultimately raises money to support programmes and research. 

During that time, there will also be programming for  
Bayview Glen students as we work towards breaking the 
stigma around mental health. This means working to normalize 
conversations, challenge misinformation and discrimination, 
and support others without judgement.   

To those struggling with mental health challenges, please know, 
‘You are Not Alone’. If you often find yourself anxious, struggling 
with a persistently low mood, unable to sleep, eat, or take care 
of your basic needs – consider speaking to a medical or mental 
health professional. Please reach out. Help is available.

Kids Help Phone 1.800.668.6868; Lumenus 
https://lumenus.ca/im-in-a-crisis/ 
Gerstein Centre 416.929.5000 
(adult mental health) 
Distress Centre 416.408.4357

January book referral: “It’s OK not to be OK: Good Advice and 
Kind Words For Positive Mental Health and Well-Being” by 
Claire Chamberlain

Parent Association Book Club Reminder: The Director of 
Student Well-Being and the Parent Association will meet for 
the inaugural The PA Book Club in early February 2023 to 
discuss the November book selection, “The Dolphin Way:  
A Parent’s Guide to Raising Healthy, Happy, and Motivated Kids 
Without Turning into a Tiger” by Dr. Shimi K. Kang, M.D.  
Stay tuned for more information from the Parent Association. 

Upcoming: Pink Shirt Day, February 22, 2023

Antoinette Morgan, MA, MSW, BSW, RSW 
Director of Student Well-Being

Student  
Well-Being

Winter Blues and  
Your Mental Health Support Services: 

January 25, 2023

BY: 
Claire Chamberlain

Inspiration can come from anywhere at any time.

When it makes a meaningful, lasting difference, it can 
become a gift that keeps giving.    

Just ask the Cunha family.   

“Our journey started with one single, broken pencil,” says 
Melissa DeCaria Cunha, mother of two Bayview Glen 
students in Grade 4 and 8. 

DeCaria Cunha is a Special Education and ESL teacher 
for the Toronto Catholic District School Board, working 
in what she describes as, “a very underprivileged and 
underserviced area of Toronto.”

When a student asked her for an eraser “because his 
broken pencil didn't have one,” DeCaria Cunha was 
moved to write a new story.

That very night in September of 2020, DeCaria Cunha 
filled up “an entire pencil case full of gently used school 
supplies – ones that had been shoved in various drawers 
around our home,” she says. “That single broken pencil 
set off a lightbulb - if I could fill an entire pencil case with 
gently used school supplies, how many other households 
could do the same?”

Her question sparked a chain reaction of inspiration and 
giving, beginning with daughter Grace, a Grade 4 student 
at Bayview Glen, who wrote a proposal to  
Mr. Jesse Denison, Head of Lower School and Preschool 
to present an idea at assembly.

“This is an initiative by students for students which I 
always like,” says Mr. Denison. “It aligned nicely with the 
end-of-the-year purge when students clean their desks.”

Read how the Bayview Glen community helped expand 
the Cunha family’s school supply giving initiative at: 
bayviewglen.ca.

Year-Round Giving: Inspired 
to Impact at Home, School  
and Beyond

7

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/year-round-giving/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Michelle Yarndley, Director of Global Education

In preparation for National GOOS Paper Day in April,  
the Upper School Green Squad launched a GOOS Paper 
Campaign to reduce the amount of paper being used at  
Bayview Glen. Good On One Side paper is paper that has been 
used on one side but is still blank and usable on the other. By 
placing bins throughout the Upper School to collect and store 
GOOS paper, faculty and students are encouraged to use both 
sides of their paper before it is recycled. This simple act will help 
reduce pollution and solid waste, while also protecting forests.  
It also supports our school-wide commitment to  
SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production and  
SDG 13: Climate Action. Bayview Glen families and alumni are 
invited to join the campaign by creating their own GOOS paper 
bins at home and at work.

On December 6, Prep School students joined  
Round Square schools from around the world for 
presentations on Ethnomathematics, the study of the 
relationship between math and culture. Hosted by 
students from Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Columbia, the 
presentations focussed on how and where math exists in 
different South American cultures. Bayview Glen students 
learned about new cultures and appreciated the significance 
of math from a different viewpoint. A highlight was learning 
how to add and multiply with the yupana, an Incan abacus. 
Students at St. George’s College in Peru compete in a 
yearly tournament for a treasured title: Yupana Master. The 
experience reminded students of the power of technology 
to connect humanity, discover new perspectives, and share 
knowledge.   

On December 9, Upper School students joined a special 
presentation from the University of Toronto's Dr. Bowen 
Li on how biomedical scientists are collaborating to build 
better vaccines and make a healthier world for all. He is an 
emerging expert in mRNA-based therapy, gene editing, and 
immunotherapy. After the presentation, students asked  
Dr. Li questions about the future of mRNA therapeutics to 
treat and prevent disease. His lab at U of T is researching the 
potential for mRNA to create new life-changing medicines. 
Learning about medical advancements in the real world 
brings a new dimension to SDG 3: Good Health and  
Well-Being and the science curriculum for our students.

Discovery Walk

Upcoming Events 

Ethnomathematics Building Better Vaccines GOOS Paper Campaign

On December 5, Grade 2 students joined Redwing Institute’s 
Innovation Inspired by Nature Discovery Walk as part of 
their Air and Water unit for Inquiry. The experiential learning 
programme introduced students to how nature’s structures 
and systems can be applied to the real world of design 
and medicine. Students also explored the Indigenous 
perspective towards air and water on their walk. Participating 
in a traditional Indigenous smudging was the highlight of 
the experience. Connecting with the land as teacher is 
an important focus of Bayview Glen’s environmental and 
Indigenous teaching and learning.  

January 11, 2023 
US Round Square Postcard on Rethinking Recycling

January 18, 2023 
PS CAIS Virtual Leadership Conference

January 30, 2023 
PS GEBG Dialogue on Mental Health in Schools

January 31, 2023 
US GEBG Dialogue on Mental Health in Schools

February 9, 2023 
US World Affairs Conference

January 2023    bayviewglen.ca8
9

Global Education opportunities are regularly updated for students in the Prep School and Upper School  
Round Square Groups on Edsby. In the month of December, students travelled virtually to Peru, Colombia, 
Brazil, Argentina, Norway, South Africa, and the Arctic.

Global Education 
News

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Our 2022 Holiday Celebrations across the whole 
school included many different sights, shapes, and 
sounds!

From Santa paying an early visit and "Deck the 
Doors" artistry to our magical Holiday Concerts in 
the Lower School, Prep School, and Upper School, 
it has been a wonderful celebration.

For our musicians, it was their first time 
performing in front of an audience for a 
Holiday Concert since 2019!

Holiday Celebrations

View full Photo Galleries and 
watch Holiday Concert recordings:
bayviewglen.ca 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/photo-gallery/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/news/holiday-concert-live-links/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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On Wednesday, December 7, we went to the Science Centre to 
learn about forces. When we got there, we split up into groups. First, 
we went to the Indigenous Ingenuity exhibit and learned that First 
Nations communities hunted animals, made parkas, igloos, stone 
structures called inukshuks, and wigwams.   

Next, we went to a room with a giant machine that launches paper 
using the force of air. There was another machine that shows your 
heartbeat by lighting up. After that, we went to the main hall while 
the teachers were figuring out where we should have lunch. We 
decided to eat in the main hall. Everyone was watching a huge TV. 
We liked it!

After lunch, we went into workshops where we learned about forces. 
Some of the experiments we did were using friction to slow down 
an object, ring a bell by making a Rube Goldberg machine out of 
different materials that use different forces, build a long ramp to 
slow down a marble, and make a car move with different forces. In 
one of the workshops, we used centrifugal force to keep water from 
spilling out of a cup. 

January 2023    bayviewglen.ca12
13

m

Over the past few years, the opportunities for our students 
to go beyond the walls of Bayview Glen were limited 
due to COVID-19 health protocols and practices. We 

were extremely creative during these times by inviting a variety 
of expert speakers to join us over Microsoft Teams, Scientists 
in Schools hosted virtual workshops with individual student 
science kits being delivered, outdoor education opportunities 
on our valley campus, and other initiatives. The concept of an 
actual ‘field trip’, however, was not necessarily in our scope. 
Reflecting on these years, we are so grateful for how our school, 
local, and global communities worked together and provided 
these virtual opportunities to our students. Some of these will 
most definitely continue in our Lower School for the ease and 
benefit of connected learning and sharing with others around 
the world. However, there is a certain excitement in the hallways 
when a bus parks alongside Parent Bench for an experiential 
learning initiative off campus. These carefully curated trips 
directly link to our classroom learning, providing students with 
hands-on experiences, observational learning, and time to make 
connections between what has been explored in the classroom 
and the outside world around them. These opportunities also 
allow all types of learners, whether visual, auditory, kinesthetic, 
etc., further access and exposure to content that has been 
explored in the classroom. This month alone several of our 
grades had the chance to embark on a learning experience 
outside their regular classroom walls and it is exciting to hear 
the knowledge they have gathered. We look forward to more of 
these experiences in the coming months and sharing our learning 
with you.

By: Erika Gillespie, Director of Teaching and Learning, 
Lower School and Preschool

By: Aran Kashfi and Paaya Pourvaziry, Grade 3

By: Ella Leung and William Reusing, Grade 5

By: Jason Meingarten, STEM Teacher By: Estelle Li, Grade 2

The Value of a Field Trip 

Trip to the Science Centre

Queen’s Park and City Hall

Code Week in the Lower School Air and Water Discovery Walk

Documentation helps to bring the journey of 
learning to life. It becomes more about the process 
taking place, and when combined with the end 

results, creates a lasting educational experience. It is 
more than awarding or praising just the end product, 
documentation shows the value in the twists and turns 
that innately take place when growth and learning 
happen. When we place the importance on the journey 
and the experience, we also open our space for many 
different types of students. 

To hold an emphasis on continued connection and 
conversation, that will begin in the early years of BG2 and 
follow our students until they graduate from Grade 12.  

Documentation tells a story that is created by the student 
and enhanced by the educator, where the educator can 
piece the learning together in a way to make it visible 
with great impact. To a student seeing the whole of their 
learning represented and displayed is an honour and may 
spark pride – a sense of belonging in their space. For an 
educator, it is a tool to enhance learning and support. 

Documentation may start with an essential question, a 
drawing, a video, or a photograph that holds space for 
continued connections. It is a lived experience that can 
be used to reflect on, enhance learning and teaching 
methods, even help us slow down and notice the whole 
picture. A simple photo of a child holding a writing tool 
can make a mark. Is the child maneuvering it from top 
down with control of their shoulder muscle or is it more 
focussed on more fine motor dexterity in the elbow 
or wrist? What is the child working on? What are they 
representing in their work? Dig deeper. What is the tool 
of choice? Have they invested time in completing this 
task? What questions can we ask for growth? Dissect 
and scaffold. A photo can capture what may be missed 
in a busy classroom, encouraging us to slow down 
and see where we can go. A drawing can depict logical 
reasoning skills with the creation of plans and ongoing 
conversations, ultimately leading to a connection and 
growth, and that is our collective goal. 

So, when you hear someone say, “a picture is worth a 
thousand words,” it truly is when we dive deeper, connect, 
and reflect through the process of documentation. I 
invite you all to take a pause in our hallways to take in the 
documented work of our exceptional BGs. 

By: Gillian Potts-Hemingway, Director of Preschool

The Beauty in the Journey 
At the beginning of December, the Grade 5 class of more than 
80 students went to Queen’s Park and City Hall. First, we went to 
the Legislature at Queen's Park. We looked at and learned about 
the history of the mace. One thing we found interesting about the 
mace is that the first mace was made 231 years ago. It was also 
used as a weapon to protect the monarch. Nowadays it is more of a 
symbolic object. We then learned the various levels of government 
(federal, provincial, and municipal), and their many responsibilities. 
Another thing we found particularly interesting was that half of 
the Legislature caught on fire in 1909. We then did a replica of a 
Legislative debate, and later Grade 5 students were allowed to 
examine a real debate in action.

‘Twas Code Week in the Lower, when all through the Gryphon’s house, 
Not a keyboard went unused, nor even a mouse. 
The computers were out and treated with care, 
In hopes that our Wifi connections were there.

The children were eager to take on the test, 
A space-themed endeavour requiring their best. 
Sprites here, loops there, they challenged their skills, 
The Grade 1s got involved, even Ms. Mills!

Once errors were fixed and problems were solved, 
we saw our understanding had evolved. 
So we said “goodbye” to our programmes and “goodbye” to our Sprites, 
Happy Code Week to all, and to all a goodnight!

On Monday, December 5, Lisa from the Redwing Institute came 
to our school to teach us outside. First, we went on a scavenger 
hunt to find out things about air and water. Afterwards, she 
showed us pictures of where Indigenous people lived, what their 
houses looked like inside and out. Then she showed us some little 
shells and a big shell. I liked the part when she handed out the 
shells. When you put the shell next to your ear it sounds like the 
ocean waves moving in the wind! I used to think that water was 
water but now I think that you can really talk to the water. If you 
talk nice to the water, it will shine like diamonds and if you talk 
bad to the water it will turn brown and smell bad. I really want 
Lisa to come back another time! It was very fun!   

Preschool and Lower School 
(BG2 to Grade 5) 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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GGrade 7 students have been studying bridges in 
Information and Communication (ICT) class and 
immersing themselves in the life of a civil engineer. 

Students created a variety of bridges in real time using 
a programme called the West Point Bridge Designer 
Software to build and simulate bridges. This programme 
calculates both construction costs and site fees. Students 
choose different materials, lengths, and sizes for their 
joints and beams, then monitor the levels of load, tension, 
and compression on their bridge decks, which varies with 
different styles. The goal is to build the most cost-effective 
and stable bridge they can each week.  

This year, I added the new “Battle of the Bridges” event 
to our classes. Small groups of students go head-to-head 
to create the cheapest and most stable bridge of a pre-
selected style. The group with the lowest average price 
wins! Students learn about design as well as structures and 
stability which directly relate to their current Structures unit 
in Science. Extending learning beyond the classroom, they 
will select a bridge in their local neighbourhood to study in 
the new year.   

”Truss” me when I say, this year’s group of bridge builders is 
unlike any other! We may have some future civil engineers 
on our hands!    

 

Six years ago, Bayview Glen began organizing annual field trips 
to the Woodland Cultural Centre (WCC), as an experiential 
learning component of the Grade 6 Social Studies programme. 

The Heritage and Identity Unit investigates examples of racial 
discrimination and social injustice in Canada, such as the residential 
school system. A profoundly dark and troubling period of  
Canada’s past, the residential school era is also one of extreme 
historical significance. Established in the late 1800s, the last 
residential school closed its doors over one hundred years 
later. Grade 6 students are inevitably shocked to learn that 
institutionalized cultural genocide coincided with the creation of 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982), and that the 
federal government’s official apology was not delivered until 2008.      

As we continue to face difficult truths about our past, forging 
toward Truth and Reconciliation, equity and diversity, and a more 
inclusive global community, the WCC has become an invaluable 
teaching resource; one of the few remaining residential school 
buildings in Canada, its very existence and dedication to the Save 
The Evidence campaign are crucial “for education [of] Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people about the history, events, and resiliency 
of Hodinohsho:ni people […] for honouring the voices of survivors, 
whose stories need to be shared.”   

As the WCC’s Associate Director Christopher Ashkwe pointed out 
to students, “when the Haudenosaunee and [settlers] first met, 
they got along. And we can get back there. Hearing our stories from 
us directly is a great way to make sure we understand one another 
well.”      

Bayview Glen’s fostered relationship with the WCC has thus 
benefited students in myriad ways. Virtual tours of the formal 
residential school, survivor talks and Q & A, museum tours, and 
racism and stereotype workshops have served to expand their 
perspectives on past and current issues in Canada and broadened 
their greater worldviews 

For Liam Edwards (6C), “it was a truly engaging experience.”  
Avi Verma (6A) was interested “to learn about what happened 
before and after residential schools and to hear from actual 
survivors.” Rhea Wen (6C) appreciated how powerful it is “to  
actually see the school.”

As ground-penetrating technologies continue to unearth more 
information about the residential school system and its many 
atrocities, trips to the WCC take on new meaning. These experiences 
shape the hearts and minds of Bayview Glen students and enable 
them to better navigate current events with compassionate 
understanding.  

By: Laura Gleeson, Technology Integration Specialist

Arch Bridge, Truss Bridge, 
Span Bridge, Suspension 
Bridge – Oh My! 

Hello, I’m Ian Luk, one of the Co-Heads of Arts on the Prep Student 
Council. I play the alto saxophone in both the Jazz and Concert bands. 
Playing music in a band again is fantastic! 

After three years of COVID-19, it’s great to finally get the bands back 
together. Playing together with my classmates in a band is absolutely 
amazing and such a joy. While I like all music in general, I really enjoy 
being in bands because it helps me build social skills and bond with 
people I wouldn’t have the chance to during a regular school day. 
Playing in a band is also extremely beneficial; it helps with mental 

health and well-being, teamwork, and increases memory and  
co-ordination.

Preparing for the Holiday Concert was a roller coaster of emotions. 
Playing several songs in 45-minute practices was a challenge but we 
pulled through.  

I think playing in a band is a very important opportunity in Prep 
School. So, if you are in Grade 7 or 8 and not in the Concert or Jazz 
band, I highly recommend you check them out! 

By: Ian Luk (8C), Co-Head of Arts, Prep Student Council

Getting the Bands Back Together

Bayview Glen Returns to the 
Woodland Cultural Centre

By: Amy Sabodach, Prep School French, Social Studies, 
and History, Social Studies Curriculum Lead, 
Grade 6 Homeroom Teacher

Prep School (Grades 6 to 8) 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Hello everyone! I am excited to start my journey here at  
Bayview Glen as a Grade 9 Visual Arts Teacher. 

I completed my Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) and Bachelor 
of Education at Queen’s University in Kingston, ON. Through my 
BFAH, I learned several unique techniques like Styrofoam and 
stone carving, body molding, stone lithography, canvas making, 
and wire sculpture.  

In Education, I specialized in the Intermediate/Senior division, 
have teachables in history and physics, and completed  

my concentration in Special Education. I am passionate about 
making art accessible to all students and I highlight the value of 
process, discipline, and communication when creating art.   

Outside of work, I enjoy watching movies (especially Marvel), 
going to the gym, hanging out with my dog, and trying out new 
restaurants.  

I also have a love for all puzzles - jigsaw, crossword, nonograms, 
and sudoku. I look forward to immersing myself here at  
Bayview Glen!

Staff Profile: Katie Marshall,  
Visual Arts Teacher, Upper School

In early December, four Grade 12 students got 
the chance to participate in the Rotman Market 
Simulation Challenge, hosted by the Rotman School 
of Management at the University of Toronto. The 
event took place in Rotman Commerce’s Finance and 
Trading Lab. 

During the four-hour event, we participated in 
multiple rounds of simulation. We bought and sold 
two types of stocks in an artificial market. Each round 
was five minutes long, and the price of the stocks 
went up or down depending on demand from all the 
competitors.

The competition was in-person, but there was also a 
virtual cohort, which participated via Zoom. With over 
150 participants, we had a workshop where we were 
introduced to the software and got to do practice 
rounds. The actual competition was very fast-paced 
and required critical thinking in a small amount of 
time. In the end, our team did not place in the top 
three, but we learned a lot from the experience. We 
got to meet driven high school students interested 
in personal finance from all over the Greater Toronto 
Area (GTA) and experienced an application-based 
learning environment. It was a great experiential 
learning opportunity that exposed us to what financial 
trading is like. 

January 2023    bayviewglen.ca
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On November 27, Bayview Glen students 
participated in the DECA Regionals 
competition hosted by Sinclair Secondary 

School in Whitby. Students competed in one of 
the five "core clusters" offered by Ontario DECA: 
Entrepreneurship, Marketing, Finance, Hospitality, 
and Management. This year's in-person competition 
allowed students to step out of their comfort zone by 
applying business knowledge to real-life scenarios and 
presenting the solution to a judge. 

As Head of Bayview Glen DECA, one of my primary 
responsibilities was creating a comprehensive 
and engaging training plan for the Bayview Glen 
DECA members. With the support of the DECA 
Executive Team, we covered fundamental business 
concepts, key exam strategies, and helpful in-person 
presentation tips during weekly meetings. We 
also organized a mock exam and a half-day mock 
roleplay to give our DECA members a sense of the 
actual competition. The students' exceptional effort 
translated into incredible results at Regionals, where 
22 Bayview Glen students qualified to move on to 
the Provincials, and won 13 awards in their respective 
events.  

Bayview Glen students were outstanding 
representatives of our school at Regionals. Participants 
presented themselves in their best business attire and 
maintained high professionalism throughout the day. 
Our next event will be Provincials, which will host over 
6,000 students for a three-day competition at the 
Sheraton Centre in downtown Toronto.  

I would like to thank the DECA Executive Team and 
members for their commitment and hard work. We 
are also very fortunate to count on Ms. Rowland's and 
Mr. Stott's continued support and guidance. Students 
gained invaluable insight into the business world 
through this year's DECA Regionals, formed new 
friendships, and enhanced their communication and 
problem-solving skills.

We look forward to the upcoming DECA Provincial 
competition in February! 

By: Vanessa Glowczewski, Grade 11

By: Mark Alpacar and Helen Gao, Grade 12Getting the Edge with DECA

Experiential Learning at the  
Rotman Market Simulation 
Competition
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Upper School (Grades 9 to 12) 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Message from the 
Alumni Association 
Board

Hello, I’m Suhani Shah. I am a graduate of the class 
of 2005. I started at Bayview Glen in Grade 7 and 
my six years at the school helped me develop into 

a well-rounded individual with a strong work ethic, a love 
for Spanish (thank you to Ms. Lanci, my Spanish teacher 
for four years), and a passion for being involved in various 
committees to this day. I’ve developed a strong desire to 
help and provide support to others, which gives me a sense 
of community and belonging. As human beings, we have an 
innate need for belonging and the various opportunities and 
committees at Bayview Glen help students stay involved, 
develop their interests, and create a sense of connection 
within the school and the world. For example, mentor 
groups, which replace homeroom in the Upper School, help 
create a “mini community and family” for students within 
the larger Bayview Glen family. Your mentor is someone 
you can lean on for support in school. Special shout out to 
my mentor, Ms. Hulan! 

In my graduating year, I was the recipient of the prestigious 
Round Square King Constantine Medal, thanks to my 
various experiences at the school from the badminton team 
to committees, Outward Bound, international exchanges 
and service projects helping me demonstrate the  
Round Square pillars – IDEALS (Internationalism, 
Democracy, Environmentalism, Adventure, and Leadership). 

These experiences led me to join the Bayview Glen Alumni 
Association Board this year to help connect more alumni 
back to the school. The alumni network here is a wealth of 
resources and great for networking. The more alumni who 
choose to stay in touch with the school after graduating 
helps create an extremely resourceful Bayview Glen 
community for both students and other alumni. It also gives 
alumni a sense of belonging after graduation because – 
once a gryphon, always a gryphon!

Suhani Shah ’05 
Bayview Glen Alumni Association Board Member

Alumni Career Breakfast
By: Daniella Brown ’10, Director of Alumni Relations

On December 6, we welcomed Prep School and Upper School 
students and parents to our second Career Breakfast of the 
year. The theme was “Spotlighting Media” and featured three of 
our Bayview Glen alumni – Layla Ahmad ’10, producer at CTV 
Your Morning, Kate Dingwall ’11, Emmy-award winning writer, 
photographer and sommelier, and Goldmond Fong ’15, creative 
director, VFX supervisor, and editor. The three alumni spoke of 
their paths to success in their respective fields while providing 
our students with useful advice for the working world and 
drawing strong connections between their time at Bayview Glen 
and their everyday lives. Their stories were inspirational to our 
current students, faculty and each other. For more information, 
please refer to the story on the Bayview Glen website.  
Next Career Breakfast: Tuesday, February 28, 2023

Alumni Holiday Social
The Alumni Association celebrated its first Alumni Holiday 
Social since 2008! Alumni across the classes and ages were 
invited to the Daunt Dining Hall for hors d'oeuvres, music, 
games, cookie decorating, and great conversation! Alumni and 
staff had an opportunity to connect while looking through old 
yearbooks and reminiscing about their days at Bayview Glen. 
Sharing old stories of assemblies and field trips, of past and 
present faculty. Though the school looks much different than 
when many alumni saw it last, the story remains the same – 
stepping through the doors brings back all the memories! We 
had a great time at the Alumni Holiday Social and we look 
forward to seeing everyone at the next event!  
See Photo Gallery: bayviewglen.ca

Alumni Relations 
News

Online: bayviewglen.ca/alumni 
Email: alumni@bayviewglen.ca Follow us @BVGAlumni

Parent Association Shop Update 
We will be holding our Consignment and Donation Sale in the  
J.T.M. Guest Theatre, Moatfield Campus (85 Moatfield Drive, Toronto):  

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 – 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 – 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Curbside Drop-off for 
Consignment and Donated Items 
Friday, January 13, 2023 - 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Location: 85 Moatfield Drive – Prep School Entrance 

All Donations MUST be washed and folded in a bag or box 
(we will not be able to return it). 

All Consignment items (Blazer, Plaid Tunic, Skort or Kilt) must be 
dry-cleaned and in their dry-clean wrapper, with a form attached 
(see website for form).

Connect:
Current Parents Link: 
bayviewglen.ca/parent-and-student-resources 
Instagram: @theshopsbvg  
Facebook: Bayview Glen Parent Association

Parent Association 
General Meeting
We are excited to host our next  
General Meeting in person on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Daunt Dining Hall at the Moatfield Campus. 

If you are interested in attending, please 
register on the Parent Association Events 
webpage at bayviewglen.ca/pa-events.

Details will be provided via Edsby and email.
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For more information: bayviewglen.ca/pa-shop

Hope everyone had a great holiday season 
and best wishes for the New Year!

Coming Up: 
Parent Association General Meeting 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
Daunt Dining Hall, Moatfield Campus

Parent Association Shop Consignment and 
Donation Sale 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 and  
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
J.T.M. Guest Theatre, Moatfield Campus 

Parent Association 
News

STAY CONNECTED WITH

#BVGAlumni

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/alumni
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/pa-shop
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/parent-and-student-resources
https://www.instagram.com/theshopsbvg/
https://www.facebook.com/Bayview-Glen-Parent-Association-371557069687657/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/alumni/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/photo-gallery/alumni-holiday-social-2022/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/pathways-to-professional-life-career-breakfast-spotlights-media/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/parent-and-student-resources/parent-association-events/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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Subscribe online to the Bayview Glen School Calendar 2022-2023:  
bayviewglen.ca/calendar 
Follow our social media for  
latest school news and events:

January 2023

Lower School Winter Concert,  
December 2022

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/calendar
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/



