
1

OFFICIAL NEWS 
@BAYVIEWGLEN

N06
FEB/
MAR 
2023

 
Full STEAM Ahead

Age 2 to University Entrance | Co-educational | Multicultural | Multi-Denominational | bayviewglen.ca

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/news/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/


February/March 2023    bayviewglen.ca2
3

The definition of community 
can often have different 
interpretations based on one’s 

experience and views. If you search 
online, one common theme or 
definition evolves around  
“a unified group sharing common 
interests, values, beliefs and goals.” 
Over the past few weeks, I had the 
chance to meet up with a few of 
our Alumni at Bayview Glen. When 
asked what they missed or enjoyed 
most about the school, their 
unanimous response was 
 “The Community and the 
opportunities that Bayview Glen 
provided.” There are many ways 
to foster a wonderful learning 
environment for children. There 
is no doubt that our teachers 
continue to do an excellent job 
at engagement and connection, 
as they invest every effort to 
deliver an outstanding and quality 
education for our students. At 
the root of engagement, exists a 
fundamental commitment to foster 
a sense of belonging where every 
child feels valued and understood. 
A priority that supports the sense of 
community here at Bayview Glen. 
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What does real world 
learning look like?    

There is no doubt we 
have evolved over time with how 
information is sourced and received. 

Historically in schools, the teacher 
was often viewed as the primary 
source of information, and content 
typically delivered one way. 

Today, it is vital that students 
learn how to integrate disciplines, 
critically analyze sources and 
knowledge to help them better 
understand and solve real world 
problems. 

In the early parts of the 21st 
Century, the acronym S.T.E.M. 
was made popular in schools 
to demonstrate how Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics could be integrated 
within the curriculum and promote 
more opportunities for real world 
learning. 

That acronym evolved to STEAM 
with the addition of one more 
important discipline – the Arts – a 
subject area that promotes and 
develops curiosity, focus, and 
creativity when designing solutions.

 The World Economic Forum report 
on “The Future of Jobs for 2025” 
identified these important skills 
going forward: Analytical Thinking 
and Innovation, Complex  
Problem-Solving, Technology 
Design and Programming, 
Leadership, and Social Influence.

It is clear, through our pedagogy 
and programming at  
Bayview Glen, students are 
provided the opportunity to 
learn, develop, and foster these 
important skills in classrooms 
within a project-based learning 
environment and externally 
through our partnerships and 
international membership with 
Round Square.

At Bayview Glen, we are truly 
committed to continue preparing 
our students for the real world and 
the one they will inherit as adults. 

We are blessed with a talented, 
dedicated group of education 
professionals who inspire and 
deliver quality programming. 

This is our promise and 
commitment to our Mission:  
Whole Child, Whole Life,  
Whole World.

James Lee 
Head of School

Head of School 
The new Construction Manager leading the Unified Campus 
Master Plan project at Bayview Glen School has been busy to 
start the new year.

The team from Prodigy has been working on establishing 
heating, lighting, and plumbing in the Lower School space where 
new state-of-the-art classrooms will soon be housed.   

Enhanced hoarding and fixed fencing have also been added, 
further reinforcing safety protocols.

As the work progresses toward a March 2023 completion 
date for this phase of the project, we invite you to see the 
transformation unfold!  

Visit bayviewglen.ca/construction for the latest updates.

Lower School: Construction Update 
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Grade 7 students work the 3D printer in  
the Robotics Lab, January 2023

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/about-us/construction/


February/March 2023    bayviewglen.ca4
5

@bayviewglen_torontofacebook.com/bayviewglen @bayviewglenWebsite: bayviewglen.ca  

My Bayview Glen journey began in a portable 
(temporary classroom) in the valley. There was a 
pencil sharpener with a rotating handle in the back 

and we wrote in lined notebooks. I carried a red vinyl bag 
with the letters L3B marked on the side. While that paints 
a picture of simpler times, those foundational experiences 
prepared me for a life of change.   

As a former student and parent, the opportunity to ‘try’ has 
been central to my Bayview Glen experience. With clubs 
and councils abound, students have the gift of choice. These 
options build their perspective and feed creativity which can 
help prepare them for paths less travelled.

Through 2020, we lived in London, England. Our time 
abroad was transformative. The decision to return was 
influenced partly by a desire to educate our children in 
alignment with the school’s philosophy of Whole Child, 
Whole Life, Whole World. With the globe in flux and a 
responsibility to prepare the leaders of tomorrow, we felt a 
holistic, balanced approach to learning was the best gift we 
could give our children.      

Being part of the Bayview Glen community for over three 
decades has shaped my perspective, giving me a front row 
seat on the evolution of the school to today. Back in my day 
(yes, I just said that!), the highlight of computer class was 
programming with Logo to move a pixelated image of a 
turtle around the screen. That was in the Upper School.    

Today, students enter Prep School with a Surface Laptop, 
adept at saving and submitting assignments to the Cloud. 
As technology has advanced, so has the school’s ability to 
incorporate it into the way our students learn.  

Beyond tech enablement, Bayview Glen’s focus on providing 
a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) 
education is foundational to preparedness.

This gives students a well-rounded and interdisciplinary 
approach to learning that:

• sparks imagination leading to innovation
• harnesses critical thinking and problem-solving skills
• ignites discussion and encourages collaboration 

Exposing students to a range of topics enables them to 
better understand how various subjects relate to each 
other and how to apply different disciplines to real-world 
scenarios. 

As the most recent addition to the Board of Directors, I am 
in awe of how far Bayview Glen has come over the past 
60 years and inspired by the continued path of change 
and innovation. My commitment is to use my personal 
experience with Bayview Glen to nudge all of us to try more, 
do more and lead more in service to our families and those 
who have yet to experience everything this institution 
has to offer.

Thank YOU! Through volunteering, responding to our Annual 
Fund appeal or engaging in conversations about how to 
strengthen opportunities for our students with donations, I am 
pleased to share more families than ever are involved in the 
school this year.

To date, a total of $265,827 has been raised from 25% of our 
families and friends. Your ongoing support and contributions to 
help build a culture of philanthropy at Bayview Glen are grately 
appreciated.

 

For more information and to discuss how your family can make 
a difference, please contact me: 416.386.6626 or  
cruscica@bayviewglen.ca.

Warm regards,

A great tradition at Bayview Glen is the Grad Class Gift. Each 
year, graduating students choose how to say thank you 
representing values important to their grade.   

In December 2018, Grade 12 students decided to raise funds 
for the purchase and installation of a scoreboard for the turf. 
Their decision was guided by a shared wish to support a legacy 
gift that was both tangible and useful.  

Our new scoreboard is now on the turf! This gift celebrates 
teamwork, sportsmanship, Bayview Glen spirit and success. 
“Once a gryphon always a gryphon” holds true for alumni 
across the globe.

We gratefully acknowledge our dedicated Committee 
Members who helped to champion the 2019 Grad Class Gift:

Margo Jeschke, Surjit Marwaha, James Leung, Guy Rigby,  
Amar Mooraj ’19 (Head Boy), Nikita Pasricha ’19 (Head Girl)

The scoreboard will be officially unveiled at the Alumni 
Reunion in May.

The Class of 2023 is working on ideas for their legacy gift, 
reflecting on their journey, focussing on what legacy they will 
leave – support that is important for today’s students and in 
future years. 

Bayview Glen is a registered charity (#131097453RR0001) 
and will provide a tax receipt for your donation.

Carol Anne Ruscica, Senior Director of Advancement

Advancement 

Christine Cruz-Clarke '98  
Bayview Glen Board of Directors 

Carol Anne Ruscica 
Senior Director of Advancement

Online: bayviewglen.ca/donate
Phone: 416.386.6626 
Email: cruscica@bayviewglen.ca 

Ways to Donate

Change Is Constant and Preparation  
Essential

Building a Culture of Philanthropy – thanks to you!

Great schools give back and 
give forward

boardchair@bayviewglen.ca

Board of Directors 

4
5

thank : you
For everything you do to strengthen 
our teaching, learning and community
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Lower School STEM Learning class

Goal: 100% Participation

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/support-bvg/donate-online/
https://twitter.com/bayviewglen
https://www.facebook.com/bayviewglen/
https://www.instagram.com/bayviewglen_toronto/
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Helping Hands Unite:  
Bayview Glen Community  
Gives for 20th Year 
“The impact is great. There is no other word to explain it.” 

Halima Mubaligh sums up Bayview Glen School’s annual 
effort to support children, parents and families in need in a 
word — but there is so much more. 

“A huge difference bringing a smile to the faces of these 
families.” says the Programme Manager of 
Better Beginnings Now. “We had families with tears, 
receiving these and opening them — that someone is here 
thinking of them — especially during this time.” 

This past holiday season, Bayview Glen was the only school 
in Toronto to help the Better Beginnings Now Campaign 
of Kindness initiative — through a gift card collection and 
customized hampers filled to the brim.  

“The saying, ‘From our family to yours’ truly becomes more 
than just words at this time,” says Dina Astrella, Head of the 
Prep School. 

It marked Bayview Glen’s 20th consecutive year of 
participating in the programme.

“We work with the poor, disadvantaged, high risk, new to 
the country, single parents, families with special needs,” says 
Mubaligh, who experienced first-hand the hardship of being 
a newcomer to Canada. 

“The success of our programme is because we are there to 
support them, to listen to their concerns, give them direction 
and connect them to the resources that help them.”  

The need for services provided by Better Beginnings Now 
“tripled” in 2022 over the previous year, says Mubaligh. 

“Families are really going through so much stress. The rent 
went so high, cost of living is really high, and that’s why 
definitely there’s an impact on their mental health.”

Better Beginnings Now is among several programmes 
offered through Lumenus Community Services, an agency 
providing multiple services for free, including treatment 
programmes, counselling, and walk-in clinics. Funded by 
Toronto Public Health and the Public Health Agency of 
Canada, the organization serves more than 6,000 families 
across Toronto. 

The process of organizing, filling and delivering hampers to 
Better Beginnings Now families takes months of detailed 
planning by several groups. It all kicks off when school starts 
in September. 

Full story and video: bayviewglen.ca/news

7

Candid Camera

Sword Combat

Grade 11 Alive Outdoors Camp

Improv Grade 8 Lunch n’ Learn Course SelectionFirst Preschool Story Time with Mr.Lee

BVG Players Theatre Practice
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https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/news/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/


February/March 2023    bayviewglen.ca8
9

Michelle Yarndley, Director of Global Education

January 30 and 31 
Prep School and Upper School students attended a virtual 
global dialogue with 150 other students for a one-hour 
discussion about mental health in schools. After a brief 
introduction to the topic, students joined small breakout 
rooms to share their own experiences, hear from fellow 
students from schools around the world, and broaden their 
global perspectives. The dialogue was hosted by Global 
Education Benchmark Group (GEBG), an association that 
brings schools together to build a more connected world 
through research-based education. More GEBG dialogues are 
planned for later this year. Check for updates in the Prep and 
Upper School Round Square Groups on Edsby.

Recognizing the importance of global competency in the 
21st century, Bayview Glen designed the Global Studies 
Certificate (GSC) as a specialized credential for  
Upper School students. Increasingly recognized by 
universities and employers as evidence of career and 
future readiness, GSC students showcase their skills as 
global citizens who are prepared to build a more just, 
healthy and sustainable world. In their final year of the 
GSC, Grade 12 students translate their skills, knowledge 
and experiences into an action that impacts their local 
and global community. In this edition of The Glen,  
Grade 12 GSC candidate, Kiera Hui, shares how 
repurposing plastic milk bags can provide waterproof 
sleeping mats for unhoused people.

December 22, 
Prep School students travelled virtually to SANCCOB, 
a penguin and seabird rehabilitation centre in South 
Africa. They joined educator Alex Rogers to learn 
about the ecology and conservation of penguins as 
well as how SANCCOB responds to oil spill disasters 
along the South African coastline. The highlight of the 
visit was meeting some of the South African penguin 
chicks reared at the centre. Students also toured the 
newly completed facility which provides a 24/7 rescue 
service for sick and injured seabirds. SANCCOB is 
recognized internationally as a leader in the field of 
seabird rehabilitation.     

February 9
Upper School students will participate in the World Affairs 
Conference with 80 schools from 35 countries. As Canada's 
oldest student-run global issues conference, the event will 
feature delegates interacting with world-renowned plenary 
speakers and participating in round-table discussions on 
topics from biotechnology and equity to the metaverse.  
The highlight of the conference will be a Keynote Address 
from Martin Luther King III on social justice.

Milk Bags Donation Request

Upcoming Events Prep School Visits Penguin 
Sanctuary in South Africa

World Affairs Conference 

Global Dialogue on  
Mental Health in Schools

Global Studies Certificate  
in Action

How can a simple plastic bag help unhouse people? The 
strong, colourful outer bag that holds milk bags can be 
diverted from landfills and repurposed to be weaved into 
waterproof sleeping mats. These mats provide a soft surface 
to sleep on for those displaced or unhoused in disaster areas, 
developing nations and in Toronto. Alongside FRC team 
members, we built a frame for weaving the bags into mats. 
I hope to rally Bayview Glen students to join this important 
initiative. Please contribute your outer bags to help make a 
positive impact. 
A donation box is set up in the Moatfield Campus Learning 
Commons for this collection effort. 

By: Kiera Hui, Grade 12 Student

February 1, 2023 
US Round Square Postcard hosted by Calgary French 
International School, Canada

February 9, 2023 
US World Affairs Conference

February 21, 2023 
US GEBG Global Dialogue on Healthcare

February 23, 2023 
PS GEBG Global Dialogue on Healthcare 

March 1, 2023 
US Round Square Postcard hosted by Aiglon International 
School, Switzerland

March 2, 2023 
PS, US EcoSchools Eco Summit Keynote with Nikki Sanchez

March 2, 2023 
PS National Geographic Explorer-Plastic Pollution

March 3, 2023 
US IDEALS Programmes to the United Kingdom and 
Switzerland/Germany

March 4, 2023 
US IDEALS Programme to Panama

9

Global Education 
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Over 30 Million Milk Bags Kept Out of Landfills
More than 6,000 sleep mats are sent to disaster areas, developing nations and local unhoused people.

-MILKBAGSunlimited

Global Education opportunities are regularly updated for students in the Prep School and Upper School  
Round Square Groups on Edsby. 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
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The threads of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics 
(STEAM) are woven through every grade 
at Bayview Glen School (BVG), inside and 
outside the classroom, starting in Junior 
Kindergarten.

Focussed five-year-olds, hunched over 
laptops in the Lower School Library is a 
common sight. 

It’s part of STEM Learning class, 
foundational to 21st Century learning skills 
development.

“The idea with STEM learning is to create 
engaged users of technology,” says Jason 
Meingarten ‘08, STEM and Health and 
Physical Education Teacher who has been 
a Bayview Glen faculty member since 
2015. He teaches 16 classes in the  
Lower School.

“We start by building a foundation of 
computer skills, coding and robotics  
skills – not so much specific 
coding languages – but the basic 
concepts required to be successful in 
programming,” he says. “From Grade 1 
through 5, it’s just building on that year 
after year. The projects become more 
complex.” 

Pestonji was hired at Bayview Glen in 
2017 to offer students in the Upper 
School specific instruction in FRC 
robotics. “They have to not only 
imagine a part, they have to design and 
manufacture it. And then that part has to 
fit on the robot, and there are hundreds 
of parts.” 

Prior to joining BVG, Pestonji taught in 
public and private schools for more than 
30 years.

“The robots are much larger, 125 pounds, 
made out of aluminum,” he continues, 
adding most kids who sign up for the club 
are new to the experience. “We started 
with a team of 60, now we've cut it 
down to about 40. There are no tryouts 
per se, they self select. We teach them 
everything. They cross-pollinate and 
learn from each other, so self-mentoring.”

He says robotics exemplifies the 
importance of interdisciplinary learning.

“They are bringing all their theoretical 
knowledge and learnings to apply them 
in a practical way,” he says. “The key is it’s 
not just coding, because physics plays a 
big part, chemistry too. Then you have 
kids who are just really good with their 
hands. There are kids who don’t know 
the tools – how to use a hammer, a 
screwdriver, how to use pliers. There is a 
real learning curve there.”

Read the full story:  
bayviewglen.ca/news

Full STEAM Ahead:  
Shaping 21st Century 
Learners at BVG

At the same time, students learn other critical skills 
like problem-solving, making predictions, taking 
risks, using technology responsibly – and how they, 
as individuals, think. 

“As part of the Visual Art course as early as 
Grade 1, students use creative thinking, flexibility 
and grit to create, revise, design and produce 
artwork and inventions,” says Robin Elliott ‘91, Visual 
Arts teacher, citing projects including building a 
water filtration system (Grade 2), an endangered 
animal project (Grade 4), and bridge design  
(Grade 7) as current examples of “intentional 
connections” teachers across grade levels strive to 
make to integrate STEAM learning.

An alumna, Elliott has taught at Bayview Glen for 
more than 25 years. She believes the school has a 
novel approach to STEAM education. “Students are 
provided the tools to facilitate innovation through 
parent volunteers, guest speakers, and professional 
collaborators,” she says, sharing another current 
example – Grade 7’s liaising with staff from the 
Canadian Space Agency. 

Inquiry-based thinking is further nurtured in SK 
when Problem-Based Learning (PBL), a teaching 
method where students are given real-world 
problems to solve, begins.

Learning to code enters the curriculum in  
Grade 1 through to 3, setting the stage for  
3D design exploration, creating websites, building 
and programming robots by the end of Grade 5.

During the first year of Prep School (Grade 6), 
STEAM instruction dives deeper, in part, via 
Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) class.

“Before 2014, there was no designated 
technology class or programme for Grades 6 to 
8,” says Laura Gleeson, Technology Integration 
Specialist, ICT, and Geography teacher. “I had 
the pleasure of both designing this by creating 
cross-curricular connections to other subjects 
and developing technology-based curriculum 
such as design thinking, 3D printing, coding and 
digital citizenship.”

Photography, photoshop, engineering, 
graphic design and animation elements are 
taught in ICT in Grade 7, paving the way for 
even greater discovery. “Students create 
their own start-up companies and explore 
entrepreneurialism,” continues Gleeson, who has 
a Master’s in Education specializing in Educational 
Technology. “They create and build a product 
and pitch it to the class with a business model.”

Throughout the Preschool, Lower School, and 
Prep School years, music and visual arts are 
curriculum mainstays. These, coupled with varied 
Clubs and Activities opportunities, reinforce and 
complement classroom learning.

Robotics clubs are one such example. 

Mehernosh (Nosh) Pestonji is Robotics  
Co-ordinator in the Upper School. He, along 
with Noeen Kashif, a First Robotics Competition 
(FRC) Specialist, co-moderate senior robotics 
clubs, guiding students through practice and 
competitions.

“Essentially, they have to build and design a 
robot from scratch, fabricate, go through all the 
engineering processes in about four to six weeks.
Then there’s the competition,” he says.

10 February/March 2023    bayviewglen.ca
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We are often asked about the meaning of the term ‘Spring 
Festival’. It is indeed unique to Bayview Glen, and we also 
wondered when first becoming part of this community.

Here’s what we know! 

“Spring Festival” was a term coined in the early days of  
Bayview Glen. Referring to drama and musical productions, 
these initial performances occurred in the “spring” and involved 
classrooms collaboratively writing a play, with the music teacher 
putting music to the story. Each class would then perform their 
show over a week or two. The idea was to create an arts festival 
atmosphere for students to engage in the arts in a performative 
manner. 

These days, our Spring Festival season takes place from February 
through May, with 20 classes each performing their productions 
before an audience. Although we no longer write individual shows 
or music for each class, we seek to create shows that reflect Bayview 
Glen’s mission of Whole Child. Whole Life. Whole World. We also 
strive to align content to our core values: Respect, Responsibility, 
Compassion, Integrity, Equity and Balance. 

As part of music programming in the Lower School, these 
performances are among many opportunities for students to find 
their space and place in the arts. They nurture students to develop 
their strengths, stretch their experiences, and even discover aspects 
of themselves they had not yet considered. It is within these 
experiences that students grow and continue to thrive at  
Bayview Glen.  

We look forward to sharing our work with the Bayview Glen 
community this spring! 

By: Dr. Angela Mantie and Ling Seun, Music Teachers

By: Clara Di Paolo, Grade 5

Spring Festival Season  
Coming Soon! 

Spring Festival: Grade 5 Student Perspective 

Our Lower School Gryphons kicked off the second term in full 
winter-sport mode; hitting both the ski slopes and the ice rink! 

We are ecstatic to have finally welcomed back our skiing 
and skating programme after a three-year hiatus. These 
programmes serve as great opportunities for our youngest 
students to develop their movement competencies and acquire 
new physical skills, with the aim of building independence,  
self-esteem, and physical literacy.    

Students from JK-Grade2 will be skating for seven weeks, while 
our Grade 3-5 students hit the slopes three times each. The 
Grade 5 students have been included in the ski programme this 
year, to provide them with the basics of skiing before they head 
off to the Prep School next year.   

By: Julia Warren and Paul Ganley, Health and Physical 
Education Teachers

After the winter break, it is an exciting time because all of 
the Grade 5 classes are preparing their Spring Festival pieces. 
This year is particularly special because we haven’t had one 
in front of an audience in three years. I’ve missed picking out 
the costumes, learning the songs, and going to the Atrium for 
rehearsals. We are so ready to make this year’s play something 
you have never seen before.

Preparing for the Spring Festival is really fun, but also a lot of 
hard work. We have to remember all the lines, dances and 
songs, and have to rehearse often. Dr. Mantie directs the 
whole play by choreographing dances and teaching them to 
us. We also have to practice our lines at home every day with 
help from our families.

In the past, our grade did plays like, Have You Seen My Little 
Lamb, Too Much Noise, Pajama Party, and Circus, Circus! These 
plays taught us everything we need to know about creating a 
good Spring Festival.

This year, we are doing the play Jungle Book. It is about a boy 
raised by wolves who is forced to go to the man-village to 
escape from the evil tiger and snake. I think the plot is really 
interesting and the songs are lively. We are very excited for 
you all to see the play. Best of luck to all the Grade 5s, and I 
hope you enjoy the Spring Festival on February 16!

Winter Sports Fun Returns

Preschool and Lower School 
(BG2 to Grade 5) 

Their Unit on government has already included field trip 
visits to City Hall and Queen’s Park, prior to the holidays. In 
mid-January, Grade 5 had their learning further deepened 
by a guest speaker. 

“I always find it interesting because you always get a new 
question, something that you haven’t thought of before,” 
says Michael Coteau, Member of Parliament for  
Don Valley East, referring to his audience of 10- and 
11-year-old students. “The ability for young people to ask 
questions that make you think in a different way, I always 
find that amazing.”

Full story: bayviewglen.ca/news

Federal Politician Visits  

12 February/March 2023    bayviewglen.ca

Spring Festival PracticeBG3 Fun

SkatingMandarin Club Lunar New Year
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Prep News Headquarters is located in the Science Lab in the Prep 
School. It’s where we prepare news videos for the amusement of 
the Prep School student body at assembly. Usually, our episodes 
consist of an introduction based on the theme of the day and a 
made-up ad for a fictitious sponsor! 

Some themes we have used are friggatriskaidekaphobia  
(the fear of Friday the 13th), Santa, Halloween, and Movember. 

Some of our “very generous sponsors” have been Pumpkin Spice 
Deodorant, the Three Little Pigs’ Construction Company, and Mr. 
Moore’s Big Book of Puns.

Most of our videos take one to two weeks to plan, prepare, film, 
and edit.  

We usually interview special guests about various topics, 
including Mr. Hunsburger (Movember) and Ms. Morgan (phobias).  

As the Assistant Co-Head of Prep News, I am learning that we 
need creativity, technical skill and a lot of planning and  
co-ordination to pull together each episode.  

Mr. Vivian is fantastic at teaching us technical skills like using a 
green screen, camera operation, lighting, etc. 

Mr. Pallotta helps with the idea-generation process each week.

The student heads of Prep News are: 

Jacob Stachula, Grade 8, on-camera performer, interviewer, Head 
of Prep News; 

Alexander Marinosyan, Grade 7, camera operator, editor, 
performer, Assistant Co-Head; 

Owen Fiddian-Green, Grade 7, interviewer, technical setup, back-
up camera operator, Assistant Co-Head

We are often assisted by Vinayak Sharma. 

A big shout out to all members of the Prep News Club — thanks 
for all you do! 

By: Owen Fiddian-Green, Grade 7

Prep News Headquarters 

The Grade 7 Science team has reimagined the 
classic egg drop experiment, conducting the HEVP 
(Humanoid Experimental Vehicle Pilot) Launch 

experiment instead. With the upcoming lunar rover 
launches and the Lunar Gateway space station in mind, 
students are designing launch vehicles which are built to 
protect a playdoh pilot (HEVP) as it is flung 10 metres, 
ensuring the pilot is safe upon landing.  

The students connected with Kristen Facciol, who works 
in space robotics for the Canadian Space Agency, to 
share their design ideas, receive feedback from her and 
suggestions for improvement.   

This has allowed them to experience firsthand how experts 
in industry work together to improve their own designs, 
while providing insight into possible career and education 
pathways.     

By: Greg Ryerson, Director of Teaching and Learning, 
Prep School

Design and Build in Grade 7 
Science

Our task in science class was to design and create a rover 
prototype, just like NASA engineers! We needed to use TinkerCad 
(3D modeling programme) or paper, then build a physical model 
in our engineering teams. The building process was chaotic but 
enjoyable. We all traded materials and hollered in panic at the 
other groups for more tape! 

Soon we will cast our rovers on a real journey using a slingshot! 
Our goal is to make them ergonomic, safe, comfortable, and 
efficient. We also had the opportunity to connect with a Canadian 
operations engineer (Kristen Facciol) who provided informative 
feedback. 

I have never been inspired so much by a single person! This 
opportunity increased my infinite passion for space and 
astronomy to its limits! Throughout this project, we learned how 
to use different materials to improvise, collaborate effectively, 
and trigger new ideas. This is truly a life-changing project for the 
students in Grade 7. 

By: Tamara Karmazina, Grade 7

HEVP Project

Staff Profile: 
Andrew Vivian,
Grade 7 Homeroom 

Teacher, French and 
Science, Prep School

I first started teaching at Bayview Glen in September 
of 1994. Over the years, I have taught many subjects, 
including French as a Second Language, English, Math, 
Science, History, Career Studies, Geography, Drama, 
and Computer Studies, and have taught students as 
young as Grade 3, and as old as Grade 11. I have finally 
settled in teaching students of Grade 7 and 8 the 
subjects of French and Science, and am the Homeroom 
Teacher to P7B. The choice to say that I am teaching 
students versus subjects is deliberate. The core of my 
teaching philosophy is about the student experience 
as a human being and not just as a repository for 
knowledge. 

Before arriving at Bayview Glen, I was an educator with 
Les Promotions Sociales Taylor-Thibodeau, a Teacher’s 
Helper with the Douglas Hospital in Montreal, and a 
camp counsellor with Camp Weredale. All of these 
organizations worked with populations involved with 
social services in one way or another. This was also an 
intentional choice after a fairly traditional and cloistered 
upbringing in Westmount, PQ. Additionally, I was an 
FSL teacher at Frankford PS and Brighton PS before 
starting at Bayview Glen.

I have been very active in coaching minor hockey, and 
currently coach the U11 Swim Team at Bayview Glen.  
The Prep News committee produces videos for Prep 
Assembly, and as a Faculty Advisor, I take satisfaction 
with the growth of its members in planning, writing, 
organizing, directing, acting, filming, and editing.

My mother was a teacher, and her first year of teaching 
was also at Bayview Glen, when it was “down in the 
valley”; after this we moved to Montreal. To keep that 
family spirit going, I feel privileged that my younger 
brother (from another mother) is also a teacher here at 
Bayview Glen.

Prep School (Grades 6 to 8) 
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Hello Bayview Glen! I am a new addition to the 
English and Social Sciences Department! 

After completing my Bachelor of Arts with a Double Major in 
Kinesiology and English Literature at the University of Western 
Ontario I ventured out to New Brunswick where I completed my 
Bachelor of Education. The West Coast then called my name, and 
I started the year working at a boarding school in BC.   

As an educator, I strive for students to leave the classroom with 
the skills and knowledge to interact with the world in meaningful 
and impactful ways. I am passionate about making learning 
accessible and listening to student needs.  

When I am not at school, I can often be found in a rock climbing 
gym doing more falling than climbing. I also spend a lot of time 
watching plays, reading books, and playing video games. I love 
any media with a good storyline. The great outdoors also holds 
a special place in my heart, so I spend a lot of my summer 
backpacking. There’s nothing like jumping into a lake after a few 
hours of hiking! 

I am looking forward to being a part of the Bayview Glen 
Community!

Staff Profile: Emily Singh,  
English Teacher, Upper School

Only 20% of engineers in Canada are women. 
Research shows girls and boys display similar levels of 
interest in STEM in elementary school, but that girls’ 
participation drops off significantly when they reach 
middle and high school.   

I have been competing in robotics for seven years 
and my personal mission is to create gender parity in 
STEM.

In the fall of 2022, I launched an all-girls robotics club 
called GirlsCrew Club (GCC) at an underserved school. 
Every week I teach fundamental robotics skills through 
experiential learning opportunities to girls in 
Grades 5 and 6. In order to address some of the social 
biases that exist, I created a “Women in STEM Hall of 
Fame Board” and each week I profile a woman who 
has made a significant contribution to STEM.   

Full story: bayviewglen.ca/news

Our optics class lab recently conducted a scavenger hunt. We aimed to 
capture photos of scientific phenomena and other effects we learned 
throughout the course in everyday scenarios.  

Some examples included: apparent depth, a real image through either 
a concave or convex lens, total internal reflection, and others. Some 
checklist items allowed us to conduct our experiments and figure out how 
to document them ourselves. For others, we had to use a lens or mirror 
and take a photo of someone or something. 

This challenge to ‘find the science’ from our class, in our world, was 
important to our understanding and knowledge of science and allowed us 
to see the topics we learned happening in real-time. A hands-on approach 
helped us gain a better understanding of more complex experiments. 

From lenses to mirrors, concave to convex, we were able to successfully 
apply our knowledge of science in the lab. Science is crucial for world 
development. It is important for us to continue to deepen our scientific 
knowledge.

The Upper School Physical and Health Education Department 
continues to leverage current technologies to help enhance our 
programming.  

Fitbits: Help track student heart rate and step counts. Students 
can self-monitor and assess their activity levels. They also 
provide valuable feedback for teachers in tracking total activity 
levels during lessons.

iPad Video Delay App: This app is particularly useful in helping 
students improve their form and technique. Apps like BaM 
Video Delay lets students quickly analyze their performance,  
as well as their peers.

QR Code Exercise Video Project: What happens when a 
senior Fitness class teams up with a junior Communications 
Technology class? Creative inspiration it seems! ‘Fitness’ and 
‘technology’ experts are teaming up to create a series of 
exercise demonstration videos. These will be available via 
QR code, posted around the Fitness Room and accessible to 
anyone. The videos will focus on how to perform resistance 
training exercises properly and safely. 

Stay tuned for the results!
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In today’s world, STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) education 
has become increasingly important in high school. 

STEAM provides students with an opportunity to gain 
knowledge and skills in all five subject areas, equipping 
them with the skills necessary to compete in the 21st 
century economy. 

STEAM education helps to develop critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills in students. It encourages 
them to think logically and practically, which can be 
beneficial in their future career. In addition, it teaches 
students to think outside of the box and take risks, 
helping to foster creativity.  

STEAM education can also help students become 
more informed citizens. It helps them to understand 
and engage with the world around them, exposing 
them to new ideas and concepts which can help them 
to become more aware of global issues.  

Finally, STEAM education helps to foster collaboration 
between students. It encourages them to work 
together to solve problems and develop solutions. 
This type of teamwork is essential for success in the 
modern workplace and can help to prepare students 
for their future.

Overall, STEAM education is an important part of 
high school and can help to prepare students for the 
challenges of the future.

This article about STEAM education was generated using 
beta.openai.com.

In the Upper School we are currently discussing the 
implications and the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and programmes like ChatGPT in our educational 
programmes and how we can incorporate them in 
a way that will enhance our teaching and learning 
practices.

This topic will be discussed with faculty from other 
independent schools in Ontario, in February, during a 
Conference of Independent Schools of Ontario  
(CIS Ontario) session.

Watch for an update in the next Glen!

By: Leen-Jan van ‘t Hof, Director of Teaching and 
Learning, Upper School

By: Samantha Sedran, Grade 12

By: Amelia Kassam and Fiona Tsui, Grade 10

By: James Cardone, Physical and Health Education 
Teacher, Upper School

STEAM and AI 

Inspiring Gender Parity in 
Robotics 

Seeing Science All Around

Fit-Tech 
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Our Model UN team visits New York. 
Full story: bayviewglen.ca/news

Upper School (Grades 9 to 12) 

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/news/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/news/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/


18
19

New York, New York!

Our first Bayview Glen School Alumni Chapter visit in 
New York took place on January 26. 

The Bayview Glen contingent included:  
Mr. James Lee, Head of School, Ms. Carol Anne Ruscica, 
Senior Director of Advancement and Ms. Dina Astrella, 
Head of the Prep School. 

They met several alumni from the classes of 1991 to 2021 
and had a chance to connect and reminisce over appetizers 
on the beautiful terrace of Valbella at the Park in New York. 

Chapter visits are fundamental to maintaining and growing 
relationships between the school and alumni community. 

As memories and stories were shared throughout the 
evening, it was heartwarming to see how proud our faculty 
is of our alumni, and how invested staff remain in the 
success of Bayview Glen graduates.

We hope as our alumni continue to make their mark beyond 
Bayview Glen, that more Chapter visits follow! 

Online: bayviewglen.ca/alumni 
Email: alumni@bayviewglen.ca

      
Follow us @BVGAlumni

Parent Association General Meeting 
January 17, 2023 (9:00-10:00 a.m., in-person) 
Held in the Daunt Dining Hall, the PA General Meeting featured a full agenda.
James Lee, Head of School provided updates on construction and future 
plans, the Heads of Preschool, Lower School, Prep School and Upper School 
shared information about school activities, and the PA President and  
Vice President welcomed new PA members and outlined exciting new roles 
for existing members. Details are available on the Parent Association page of 
the school website. 

Catherine Sun and Jenn Carbajal, our new PA Treasurer shared the school 
financials. 

Alessia Di Cecco updated the Better Beginnings Now campaign. The initiative 
was a great success with over $31,000 raised via gift cards, and hamper 
gifts for 70 families. Thank you to all who participated and donated to this 
important charity.

Our Parent Association Social Team discussed upcoming events planned 
from February to May! We hope you can join us!

Access the full PA General Meeting presentation on the school website 
(bayviewglen.ca/pa-news), or via the Edsby link.

.

Better Beginnings Campaign   
Bayview Glen families, teachers and parents volunteers came again together! 
Thank you for your generosity!

BG2 to Grade 12 and school staff contributed gift cards and hamper gifts for 
70 families!

The combined total donation of gift cards is approximately: $31,000

Over 1,000 pounds of food was donated to North York Harvest Food Bank, 
and a large donation of snowsuits from Naveen and Monica Verma, 
a Bayview Glen family! 

Connect:
Current Parents Link: 
bayviewglen.ca/parent-and-student-resources  
Instagram: @theshopsbvg  
Facebook: Bayview Glen Parent Association

Shop Update
In the months of February & March:  
30% OFF Socks & Tights 

** soccer socks are excluded **

The Shop and website will be open during 
inventory. 

For more information, please visit: 
bayviewglen.ca/pa-shop

Parent Association 
Community Service 
Scholarship
Calling all Grade 12 Students

Mark your calendars for the Parent Association 
Community Service Scholarship. Applications 
will open on April 1 and close April 30. 
Check the Parent Association webpage at 
bayviewglen.ca/pa. 

For any questions regarding the scholarship 
application, contact: 
pavicepresident@bayviewglen.ca. 
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Coming Up: 
Friday, February 10, 2023, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Parent Association Family Skate Event 
Location: Don Mills Civitan Arena  
(1030 Don Mills Road, North York)  
Cost: $5 per family 
 
Saturday, February 25, 2023, 6:00 p.m. 
Parent Association Parent Social Event 
Location: STACK Smmmoked 
(3265 Yonge Street, Toronto) 
Cost: $40 per person 
(finger food and one drink ticket included)  
 
Register online: bayviewglen.ca/pa-events 

Parent Association 

STAY CONNECTED WITH

#BVGAlumni

bayviewglen.ca/pa
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Alumni Relations 
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First Robotics Competition 
Team Members

Bayview Glen Independent School   |   275 Duncan Mill Road   |   Toronto ON  M3B 3H9   |   416.443.1030   |   bayviewglen.ca

Subscribe: bayviewglen.ca/calendar 

      

February/March 2023

https://www.bayviewglen.ca/
https://www.bayviewglen.ca/news-publications/calendar/



